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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN AUGUST. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

The labour market at the end of August was considerably 
affected by the continuance of the dispute in the engineering 
trade. In the figures given below care has been taken to exclude — 
those directly affected by the dispute, but after making this 
allowance the percentages of unemployed members of trades 
unions in the engineering, metal, and shipbuilding group, show 
arise. On the whole, the general state of employment has some- 
what declined, compared both with the previous month and with 
the corresponding month of last year. 

In the 113 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 462,256, 17,440 (or 3°55 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of August, compared with 2°7 per cent. 
at the end of July, and with 3°4 per cent. in the 110 unions, with 
a membership of 429,621, from which returns were received for 
August, 1896. 

- Employment in Various Industries.—Coal Mining— 
Employment during August remained stationary as compared with 
July, but was not quite so good as a year ago. Pits employing 
415,422 workpeople worked on an average 4°92 days per week in 
August, as against 4°95 days in July, and 5:00 daysin August, 1896, 

Iron Mining.—Employment remained good in this industry, 
and was slightly better than a year ago. Mines employing 16,983 
workpeople worked: on an average 5°65 days per week in August, 
as compared with 562 days in August, 1896. The number 
employed at the mines included in the returns was 4°6 more than 
@ year ago. 

In the Pig Iron industry employment was better than at a month 
ago, or at the corresponding period of 1896. At the works of 
110 ironmasters to which the returns relate 349 furnaces, employ- 
ing 22,360 persons, were in blast at the end of August, compared 
with 347 furnaces, employing 22,369 persons, in July and 343 
furnaces, employing 21,961 persons, in August, 1896. 
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Employment at Steelworks declined during August, though still 
better at the end of the month than a year ago. At 141 works 
88,911 persons were employed at the end of August, being 1,134 
less than at the end of July, but 1,573 more than at the end of 
August, 1896. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment remained 
the same as at the end of July, and was better than a year ago. 
At 95 works 19,547 persons were employed at the end of August, 
or 7 more than in July, and 609 more than a year ago. 

In the Tinplate trade the number of mills at work, though 
still small, has slightly increased. At 87 works 275 only out of 
484 mills were reported as at work at the end of August, or 3 more 
than at the end of July, but 36 less than a year ago. 

Employment in the Engineering and kindred trades has been 
largely affected by the dispute. Apart from those directly on 
strike or locked out, the percentage of unemployed union members 
in the engineering and metal trades at the end of August was 4:2, 
compared with 3°5 in July and 2°4 percent. at the end of August, 
1896. 

The Shipbuilding trades also show some falling-off in employ- 
ment. The percentage of unemployed union members at the end 
of August was 6:3, compared with 4°4 in July. The percentage 
for August, 1896, was 8°2. 

The Building trades still continue briskly employed, the 
percentage of unemployed in unions making returns being 1°2, com- 
pared with 1:3 in July and 1:1 per cent. in August, 1896. 

The Furnishing trades remain busy. The percentage of un- 
employed union members at the end of August was 1°7, compared 
with 1°9 in July, and 2°1 per cent. in August of last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades con- 
tinues fairly good for the season. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of August was 5°3, compared with 3°1 
per cent. in July. The percentage in August, 1896, was 6:0. 

Employment in the Paper trades has improved, and at the end 
of the month was fairly good for the time of year. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of August was 3-9, com- 
pared with 6-0 in July and 4°8 percent. in August, 1896. 

In the Glass trades an improvement in the state of employment 
has taken place. The percentage of unemployed at the end cof 
August was 8°4, compared with 11°6 in July ana 13°5 per cent. in 
August of last year. 

Employment in the Leather trades remains steady, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of August 
being 3°6, compared with 3°5 in July and 3°7 per cent. in August, 
1896. 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade, although 
still very slack in some centres, has improved a little in others. 
In the bespoke branch it was fair. 

- At the end of August employment in the ready-made Tailoring 
tr+le was slack in London, but was good in other important 
centres ; in the bespoke branch it declined. 
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In the Cotton trade employment has declined in the Spinning 
branch, and is very slack in the Weaving branch. 

Employment in the Woollen trade continues dull. In the 
Worsted trade it shows a further decline. In the Hosiery trade 
employment is quiet. 

As regards the employment of Women in the textile trades, 
information respecting 480 mills, employing 77,000 women and 
girls, shows that 58 per cent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 67 per cent. for July and 
$4 per cent. for August, 1896. 

Trade Disputes.—Sixty-six fresh disputes began in August, 1897, 
involving 15,303 workpeople. This figure does not include a 
number of engineers affected during the month by the extension 
of the engineering dispute. The corresponding number of disputes 
for July was 87, involving 48,602 workpeople, and for August, 
1896, 105, involving 18,037 workpeople. Fourteen disputes took 
place in the building trades, 8 in mining and quarrying, 13 in 
engineering and shipbuilding, 4 in other metal trades, 10 in 
textile trades, 3 in clothing trades, and 14 in other industries, 
Of the 88 new and old disputes, involving 18,707 workpeople, of 
which the settlement is reported, 33, involving 8,520 persons, 
were settled in favour of the workpeople, 33, involving 6,307 
persons, in favour of the employers, while 20, involving 3,880 
workpeople, resulted in a compromise. 

Changes in Wages.—Changes in rates of wages affecting about 
131,500 workpeople were reported during August, of which number 
about 180,400 received increases and about 1,100 sustained 
decreases. The net result was an average advance estimated at 
7d. per head on the weekly wages of those affected. The increases 
include 120,000 coal miners in Northumberland and Durham, 
about 5,100 workpeople in the metal, engineering, and shipbuilding 
trades, and about 3,400 building trade operatives. Changes 
affecting about 800 workpeople were settled by arbitration after 
strike, while changes affecting about 2,500 workpeople were 
brought about by strikes. The remaining changes, affecting about 
128,200 workpeople, were arranged by negotiation, or otherwise, 
without strike. 
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OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BOILER ExpLosions ACT. 


A Formal Investigation was held at the Town Hall, Oxford, on 
the 14th August last, into the circumstances attending the ex- 
plosion of a boiler on board the steam launch “Nelson” in the 
River Isis, at Oxford, on the 19th July last. 

The owner had purchased the launch in 1895, the boiler having 
been overhauled a short time previously. In 1896 he subjected 
the boiler to a hydraulic test of 160 lbs. per square inch, and he 
adjusted the safety-valve so that the indicator on the balance was 
opposite the figures “ 80.” 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure and 
that the Boiler was not fit for a safe working pressure of 80 lbs. per 
square inch. That at the time of the explosion the load on the 
safety-valve was equal to 115 lbs., that the steam pressure gauge 
was inaccurate, and that the boiler had probably been strained by 
the excessive test applied to it. 

The Court found that the boiler had not been examined by a 
competent person, and that the owner was not competent to 
determine its safe working pressure. 

The owner was found to blame for the explosion, but as he was 
only a fitter in poor circumstances, the Court ordered him to pay 
£2 towards the costs and expenses of the Investigation. 


AWARDS OF THE SCIENCE AND ART DEPARTMENT. 


The following Art Students at the “ Department of Science and 
Art of the Committee of Council on Education” have been 
awarded Royal Exhibitions during the year, viz :—Charles 
Arthur Palmer, Rex Osborne, Thomas Currie Bell, Charles James 
Pibworth, Joseph Tom Friedenson, Mary Caldwell, Nathaniel 
Heard, Alfred Samuel Ryland, Thomas Siminson, Luke Thompson 
Taylor. Local Scholarships have been awarded to Marion E. 
Brondhead, Benjamin Clemens, Leta Rosina Roff, James Albert 
Hancox, Ernest William Cotton, Thomas Cantrell Dugdale, Ethel 
Beatrice May, William George Simmonds, Henry John Lintott, 
Reginald Fairfax Wells, John Frederick Pettinger, Robert Herd- 
man Smith, Hilda May Giraud, art students :—Herbert Slinger 
and Gertrude Lydia Mary Syme, art pupil teachers :—Charles 
Grange Lowther, sign writer and decorator ; Sydney March, carver ; 
John Macdonald Aiken, monumental draughtsman ; Walter Taylor, 
tapestry weaver; and John Earnshaw Sutcliffe, lithographic 
artist. 

A Royal Exhibition is tenable for three years, and entitles the 
holder to free admission to the Royal College of Art at South 
Kensington or the Metropolitan School of Act, Dublin, for the 
session of about 42 weeks each’ year, and during that time 
to a maintenance allowance of 25s. a week and third-class railway 
fare for one journey toand fro, each session, between the home of 
the scholar and London or Dublin. 

The Royal Exhibitions are held on the condition that the 
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Exhibitioner regularly attends the course of instruction laid dow: 
for him, complies with the rules laid down for his guidance, ani 
makes satisfactory progress. The allowance may be withheld cr 
reduced in the case of a Student who fails to attend the Royal 
College of Art or the Metropolitan School of Art at the prescribed 
time. 

A Local Scholarship is tenable for three years, with a mainte- 
nance allowance of 201. a year, at any School of Art under the 
Department which is open at least three days and five nights a 
week, and which will remit the fees for instruction of the holder. 
The Scholar must attend a School of Art during at least 40 weeks 
in the year for30 hours each week, of which 18 hours at least 
must be in the day. The Scholarship commences on the date at 
which the School, where the Scholarship is tenable, re-opens after 
the Summer vacation ineach year. The maintenance allowance is 
paid quarterly, oa the receipt of a certificate from the Master and 
Secretary of the School of Art that the Scholar has attended 
regularly and pursued his studies satisfactorily. 

No candidate can obtain both a Royal Exhibition and a National 
Scholarship ; nor can he hold a Local Scholarship with either. 
But the past or present holder of a Local Scholarship may com- 

ete fora Royal Exhibition or a National Scholarship, and the 
ocal Scholarship will determine as soon as the holder enters on 
the Royal Exhibition or National Scholarship. 


SAMPLES OF TBA FOR FRANCE. 


The French Post Office announces that, to comply with 
Customs regulations, it has been found necessary to prohibit the 
importation of tea into France by Sample Post in quantities 
weighing over 20 grammes. As that weight is slightly less than 
3 0z., sample packets of tea of which the gross weight exceeds 
# oz. should no longer be posted. : 

For samples of tea addressed to other places abroad the limit of 
8 oz. named at page 377 of the Post Office Guide remains unchanged. 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN IN SPAIN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid reporting that, under 
the Regulations now in force, no Spanish translation is required of 
certificates of origin drawn up in French, and that the Spanish 
Government have no present intention of changing the Regulations 
in this respect. 

The greatest care should be exercised in order that the particu- 
lars required by the Spanish Customs authorities may be correctly 
given in the French language. 
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‘Lerrers For TRISTAN D’ACUNHA. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Colonial office, transmitting copy of an Admiralty notice stating 
that the Commander.in-Chief on the Cape of Good Hope Station 
has reported in a letter dated 2nd August last that H.M.S. 
“ Widgeon ” will leave St. Helena on or about 1st November for 
Tristan d’Acunha ; and that despatches, etc., for that island should 
be sent to St. Helena by the Mail leaving England on 2nd October, 
due there about 19th October. 


TENDERS FOR TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE MATERIAL IN 
Norway. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received informa- 
tion trom Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania that tenders 
are invited by the Norwegian State Railway Administration for 
the supply of telegrapk and telephone materials. 

Tenders will be received by the Administration up to 7 p.m. on 
the 22nd September, 1897, and should be marked “‘ Telegraf og 
Telefonmaterial,” and addressed “Tyrelsen’s Expeditionskonter, 
Statsbanerne, Christiania.” 

Further particulars may be obtained at the Commercial Depait- 
ment of the Foreign Office between the hours of 11 and 6. 


TENDERS FOR RAILWAY PLATES IN Nokway. 


Her Majesty’s Secretary for State for Foreign Affairs has been 
informed by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania that 
the Norwegian State Railway Administration invite tenders for 
the supply of 340,500 railway plates (‘‘ Underlagsplader’’) and 
823,000 “ dogs.” 

Separate tenders, marked respectively ‘“‘ Underlagsplader” and 
“Dogs” should be addressed ,“‘ Styrelsens Expedionskontor, 
Statsbanerne, Christiania,’ where further information may be 
obtained on application. 

Tenders will be received up to 7 p.m. on the 29th September, 
1897. 


TENDERS FOR PusLic WorkKs AT NICE. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a. 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Nice, inclosing notices 
issued by the Municipality of that city, inviting tenders (a) for 
the lighting of the Nice Opera House by electricity and (0) for 
the construction of a steel bridge over the Paillon. 

Tenders must be received at Nice for the former by the 16th 
September, for the latter by the 18th October. 

The despatch, with further particulars, may be seen at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between 
the hours of 11 and 6. 
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IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The monthly accounts of trade and navigation show that the 
imports from foreign countries and British Possessions for the 
month ended 31st August last amounted in value to 33,371,3851., 
as compared with 32,480,473/. for August, 1896, an increase of 
890,9121., or 28 per cent. The exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures for August, 1897, were valued at 
18,773,997/. as compared with 20,326,796/. for August, 1896, a 
(lecrease of 1,552,799/. or 76 per cent.; and the exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise were valued at 4,651,9471., or 477,887/. 
more than in the corresponding month of 1896—an increase of 
{1-2 per cent. 

With regard, first, to the imports, the following categories of 
¢oods show an increased value in August, 1897, as compared with 
August, 1895 :—Articles of food and drink (duty free), which 
have increased 641,626/.; raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures, 598,256l.; manufactured articles, 177,018/. ; 
animals, living (for food) 150,199/. ; parcel post, 27,7771. ; articles 
of food and drink (dutiable), 20,121/.; and tobacco (dutiable), 
10,6251. ; on the other hand the imports of metals have decreased 
in value 263,549/.; raw materials for textile manufactures, 
217,9501.; miscellaneous articles, 154,110/. ; chemicals, dye-stuffs 
and tanning substances, 51,195/.; and oils, 47,9067. The 
increase in the value of imported articles of food and drink (duty 
free) is chiefly due to larger imports of beef, 146,686/. more than 
in August 1896; cheese, shows an increase of 146,035/., and sugar 
of all kinds, 112,4497. The values of the imports of rice, Indian 
corn or maize, and hams, have also increased, but there is a decrease 
in the import of wheat of 2,143,100 cwts., valued at 341,2521. 

The imports of wood and timber again this month show a 
large increase, the value being 594,377/. more than in August, 1896. 
Other considerable increases are seen under jute 158,7811. ; 
iron ore, 71,910/.; and paper making materials, 60,315/. But 
the imports of cotton (raw) have decreased 397,507/., and of tin im 
blocks, 202,0457. 

Taking now the exports for August, 1897, as compared with 
August, 1896, only four categories show an increased value, viz. :— 
Raw materials, 92,9831. ; chemicals and chemical and medicinal 
preparations, 41,6687. ; animals, living, 27,611/.; and parcel post, 
23,528]. All the other categories for August, 1897, show decreases, 
viz., yarns and textile fabrics, 1,420,9521.; articles of food and drink, 
59,009/.; metals, and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 4,401/.; machinery and millwork, 21,3281. ; apparel 
and articles of personal use, 78,518/.; and all other articles either 
manufactured or partly manufactured, 154,3817. Under raw 
materials the exports of coal, coke, and fuel have increased 
88,635/., but the exports of sheep and lambs’ wool shows a slight 
decline. The exports of yarns and textile fabrics show a net 
decrease of 1,420,9527. Cotton piece goods have decreased 
661,8814. ; worsted tissues, 232,311/.; wooller tissues, 169,1171. ; 
and linen piece goods, 160,727/. 
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The principal cause of the decline in the export of cotton piece 
goods appears to be the decreased amount sent to Bengal and 
Barmah, which took 246,119/. worth less than in August, 1896 ; 
and also in decreased exports to China, Japan, and South American 
countries, all of which, with the single exception of Chile, show 
decreased imports from the United Kingdom. : 

With regard to the total value of the exports of yarnsand textile - 


fabrics for August, 1897, as compared with August, 1896, and 
August, 1895, the following table will show to what extent the 


exports of certain classes of yarns and textiles from this country 
to the United States have decreased :— ; 


Exports to the United States from 
the United Kingdom. 
Articles. 

August, August, August, 

1897. 1896. 1895. 

£ £ £ 

Cotton piece goods - - - - -| 52,125 93,834 116,361 
Jute, » + «+ 96,681 70,761 89,712 
Linen piece goods - - - ~- -| 83,169 179,323 212,604 
Woollen and worsted yarns” - 1,411 13,898 
Woollen tissues 115,153 198,249 
Worsted ,, 138,399 418,834 
Carpets (not beingrugs)- - - -| 1,510 18,044 19,240 


As regards the trade for the eight months ended 31st August 
last, the imports are valued at 11,438,513/. in excess of those for 
the corresponding period of 1896. Animals, living (for food), have 
increased 613,970/.; articles of food and drink (duty free), 
4,789,156/.; articles of food and drink, dutiable, 884,363/.; metals, 
552,882/. ; raw materials for textile manufactures, 811,7481. ; raw 
materials for sundry industries and manufactures, 2,797,114. ; 
manufactured articles, 2,813,583/.; and parcel post, 22,9671. On 
the other hand, tobacco. dutiable, shows a decrease of 80,799/. ; 
chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning substances, a decrease of 579,2601.; 
oils have decreased 505,452/., and miscellaneous articles 681,759l. 

The exports for the eight months ended 31st August last were 
valued at 157,685,9011, as compared with 160,831,675/. for the 
same period of 1896, a decrease of 3,145,774. Yarns and textile 

brics show a decrease of 6,076,223/.; apparel and articles of 
personal use 437,359/. ; and “ all other articles either manufactured 
or partly manufactured,” 168,454/7. On the other hand, animals 
(living) have increased 155.350/.; articles of food and drink, 
259,154/.; raw materials, 1,680,281/.; metals and articles manu- 
dactured therefrom (except machinery), 473,747/.; machinery and 
mill work, 496,508/.; chemicals and chemical and medicinal 
preparations, 229,635/.; and parcel post, 241,586/. 

_ The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise show an 
increase of 3,800,759/. for the eight months ended 81st August, 
1897, as compared with the same period of 1896. 
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II—AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT 


BRITAIN, 1897. 


The following preliminary statement, compiled from the returns 
coliected on the 4th June, 1897, showing the increase or decrease, 
on the returns for the years 1896, 1895 and 184 respectively, 
was issued by the Board of Agriculture on the 27th August 


last. 
Crops AND LIVE STOCK, 1897. 1896. 1895. 1894, 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Wheat us ie 1,889,161 1,693,957 1,417,483 1,927,962 
Barley 2,035,790 | 2,104,764 2,166,279 2,095,771 
Oats 3,036,056 3,095,488 3,296,063 8,253,401 
Potatoes... ose 504,914 563,741 541,217 504,454 
Hay from clover & rotatio 
grasses ... oe 2,286,261 2,171,966 | 2.303,431 2,121,904 
Hay from permanent 
pasture ... 4,509,977 | 4,637,923 | 4,760,074 4,851,759 
Hops 50,863 54,217 58,940 59,535 
No. No. No. No. 
Cows & Heifers in Milk or 
in Calf ... aan ” 2,582,879 | 2,511,675 | 2,485,820 | 2,460,086 
Other Cattle :—2 Years & 
above... 1,328,230 | 1,365,057 1,481,525 1,516,672 
a 1 Year & 
under 2... || 1.360,741 | 1,306,313 | 1,190,868 | 1,217,145 
me Under 1 
Year... 1,284,147 1,310,537 1,246,623 1,153,210 
TOTAL OF CATTLE 6,500,497 6,493,582 6,354,336 6,347,113 
Ewes kept for Breeding ... || 10,006,697 ~ 9,925,587 9,663,129 9,668,002 
Other Sheep:—1 Year & 
above... 6,219,001 6,427,982 6,334,386 6,342,730 
Under 1 
Year... || 10,114,742 | 10,351,760 9,794,680 9,850,768 
TOTAL OF SHEEP 26,340,440 | 26,705,329 | 25,792,195 | 25,861,500 
Sows kept for Breeding ... | 334,244 | 393,729] 415,210 | 351,119 
Other 2,008,058 | 2,485,072 | 2,469,221 | 2,038,907 
Toran or Pigs ... || 2,962,302 | 2,878,801 | 2,884,431 | 2,390,026 
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ComPaRisons with 1896 and 1895. 


INCREASE. DECREASE. 
Crops AND 
Live Stock. 


Over 1896. || Over 1895. | Under 1896, , Under 1895. 


| 
| 


| Per Per Per | | Per 

Acres. Cent Acres. |Cent] Acres. |Cent| Acres, | Cent 

Wheat ...—... | 195,204 471,678 | 
Barley | 68,974 | 3-3, 130,489 | 6-0 
Oats | 59,432 | 1-9 260,007 | 7-9 
Potatoes ... coe 58,827 |10-4;| 36,303 | 6:7 
Hay from clover ... | 114,295! 5-3 {| 17,170 | 0-7 
Hay from pasture | 127,946 | 2°8|) 250,097 | 5°3 


| Per Per Per Per 
No. ‘Cent| No. \Cei No. \Cent| No. \C 


Cows 20,704! 0.8) 46,559) 2-9]... 
Other cattle,2 years | 
41,827 | 3:1]| 108,295 


& above... an 
» Underl...] |... 37,524] 30] 26.390! 2-0 


»1& under2] 54,498| 4.2| 170,378 [14-3 


Tora: Carre 6,915 146,161 | 23 | 
Ewes w+ | 81,110! 0-8] 343,5681 3-6]... | 
Other Sheep, 1 year 

& above... 208,981 18 


» Under... ... 320,062] 3:3] 2377018 | 2-3 
ToraL Suzer ... | ... |! 548,945/ 2-2] £64,€89| 2-4 


Sows we | ase | 39,485 [15-2 || 80,966 |19°5 
Other Pigs | $477,014 1192 |) 461,163 [18-7 


Ba 
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IV.—THE PRODUCTION OF PETROLEUM. 


The petroleum industry on a great scale is of comparatively 
recent origin and has attained its present dimensions in con- 
sequence of the abundant supplies recently discovered, and the 
consequent cheapness of its products. The great development of 
the industry has taken place since the two great oil-fields of 
Trans-Caucasia and of the United States, began to be worked. 
In addition to these regions, many other parts of the world 
produce petroleum, though few in sufficient quantity to give it 
great commercial value. The principal European districts prc- 
(lucing mineral oil are Austrian Galicia and Roumania, both of 
which produce a considerable quantity of petroleum by rather 
primitive methods. In America, Canada has large supplies of 
petroleum, principally in the Province of Ontario, and 
the West Indies, Venezuela, Peru, and other South 
American countries, likewise produce it in greater or less 
abundance, In Asia, Burmah afforded the chief supply before the 
great development of the oil-fields of Trans-Caucasia and the United 
States, and petroleum is also worked in China and Japan, and to 
a greater extent still in the Dutch East Indies. The following 
particulars, derived from various official and other sources, show 
the state of the industry in some of the principal petroleum- 
producing countries :— 

Russia.—According to the “Statesman’s Handbook for Russia” 
for 1896, the chief centre of the Russian naphtha industry is in the 
Baku Government, upon the Apsheron peninsula. Fairly rich 
springs exist also in the Terek and Kooban territories. Naphtha 
is further obtained in the Transcaspian territory, in Turkistan, 
in the Crimea, and in some parts of the Caucasus. The Apsheron 
peninsula gives about 98 per cent. of the whole yield. The 
working of the naphtha fields there had already made a commence- 
iment in the ninth century, but did not attain any industrial im- 
portance until the “sixties” of the present century. The cause of 
this was that the processes for obtaining illuminating oil from 
naphtha were not sufficiently well known, and naphtha was em- 
ployed exclusively in the crude state, either for burning or as a 
coarse lubricator. The mode of exploitation of the oil-fields also 
served to hinder the development of their productiveness. At 
one time the Crown tried to work the springs on its own account, 
and when this did not succeed it passed to the farming system, 
but the yield did not even reach two million pouds (poud = 36 lbs, 
avoir.) a year. In consequence of this, from the year 1872, the 
naphtha industry was declared free, being subject to excise, similar 
tothe general principles of mining legislation, photogen, or illumi- 
nating oil. From this moment begins the unexpectedly rapid develop- 
ment of the naphtha industry. Increased boring brought to light 
immense quantities of oil, and the first considerable naphtha spring, 
which appeared in 1873, produced a complete revolution ; the price 
of naphtha fell at one blow from 45 to 2 kopecks a poud. The 
Baku market soon began to offer more naphtha than was neces- 
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sary for the refineries then existing, so that in 1875 a naphtha 
crisis took place, and the Government was compelled to abolish 
the excise on photogen, which it only re-established in 1888, 
when the naphtha industry had become considerably strengthened. 
According to arecent report of H.M. Consul at Batoum the total 
quantity of naphtha produced by the wells of the oil-fields in 
the neighbourhood of Baku during the past year was in excess 
of that of the year preceding; the figures being 6,229,060 
tons for 1896, against 6,085,431 tons in 1895, or an excess for 
1896 of 143,629 tons. 

The quantity of crude oil produced by the flowing wells was 
1,403,218 tons in 1896, against 1,817,704 tons in 1895; and by 
pumping wells 4,825,842 tons in 1896 as compared with 4,267,727 
tons in 1895. 

The naphtha-producing territories at Grozni, in the Northern or. 
Cis-Caucasus, in Galicia, Java, Japan, and Peru, are slowly but 
surely coming into prominence. Hitherto the Baku mineral oil 
industry has had to compete with only one serious rival, 7.e., 
America, but now the following fresh factors must be counted 
with, namely :— 

The discovery of oil in the district of Grozni, which took place 
in 1893, and is annually assuming wider proportions. It is stated 
that there are at present seven firms at work there, obtain- 
ing oil in unlimited quantities, which, although it may probably not 
be of such good quality for refining purpuses as the oil produced 
by the wells on the shores of the Caspian Sea, is nevertheless 
sufficiently good for burning as fuel. 

The extended development of the mineral oil industry in 
Galicia has had the effect of bringing about a sensible decrease in 
the quantity of distillate shipped from Batoum to Austria-Hungary 
during the past year, which circumstance may eventually have the 
same effect on the markets in Germany, where, according to reports, 
it is proposed to increase the import duties on mineral oils reaching 
that country from Russia and America, and to draw the supplies 
for home consumption in the shape of the crude material from 
Galicia, erecting in Germany the necessary works for refining 
purposes. 

Dutch East Indies.—The increased production of petro- 
leum in Java, which, owing to its low price, finds a ready sale in the 
markets of China, and the supplies from that island to Chinese 
ports are steadily increasing, although it is stated that the kerosene 
is of inferior quality. 

For the working of Javanese petroleum, a company was formed 
at Amsterdam in March last as a successor to the Dordt’sche 
Petroleum Maatschappj, which was organised in 1887, and 
reorganised in 1890. 

A recent issue of “ Kuhlow’s ” reports that this company com- 
menced operations in the district of Djaba Kota, residency of 
Soerabaja, and secured leases and concessions for the best oil 
territories on the island. It also took an interest in extensive 
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oil lands at Langkat and Palemhang on the island of Sumatra, and 
at Koetei on the island of Borneo. 

Besides extending their operations in the residency of Soerabaja, 
the company, after having placed their first petroleum or. the market 
in 1889, succeeded, in 1893, in opening up the oil fields in the 
residency of R2nbang, which proved highly productive. The oil 
found there is of excellent quality, and the output permitted a 
rapid increase in the production of illuminating oil. 

The Dordt’sche Petroleum Maatschappj intends in the first 
place to supply the Java and Madura markets, the consumption 
of which increased from about 2,500,000 cases in 1889 to 
3,600,000 cases in 1896. Of the latter, 1,250,000 cases were 
supplied by the Dordt’sche Petroleum Maatschappj. This shows 
that the company can safely treble its productions, before it needs 
to look around for outside markets. The transport facilities 
are very good. The company controls a fine system for handling 
its products, consisting of pipes lines, tank cars, reservoirs, and 
casing houses, which are distributed all over the island. 

Statistics of the last eight years show that the Javanese pro- 
duction of illuminating oil has increased from 8,000 cases in 1889 
to 1,250,000 cases in 1896, and the net earnings of the company from 
36,697 florins to 1,923,611 florins. The production for January, 
1897, amounted to 108,007 cases, as against 87,577 cases for 
January, 1896. The capital stock of the Dordt’sche Petroleum 
Maatschappj is 15,000,000 florins, one florin being about equal 
to 1s, 8d. 

Roumania.—Mzy. A. Percy Bennett, H.M. Acting Consul at 
Galatz, sent to the Foreign Office in November, 1896, a special 
report on the petroleum industry of Roumania, in which he says 
that it may be taken for granted that petroleum exists in 
abundance in that country. 

From Turn-Severin or thereabouts, on the western frontier of 
Roumania, the petroleum zone can be traced at the foot of the 
Carpathian Hills, skirting them in their course through the 
country towards Bukovina and Galicia, on the north-east. 
Petroleum is there found in the paludinous pliocene and in the 
miocene formations: its existence is evident not only by its 
traces on the surface, but by other indications, such as its smell 
and its gases. Along the whole length of the zone mentioned may 
be seen primitive workings of the mineral in the shape of com- 
paratively shallow hand-dug wells. These wells, producing small 
quantities of oil, are scattered over an area of from 10 to 15 kiloms. 
From end to end of the zone there are five principal centres at 
which the workings have been concentrated, and at these centres 
have been found, collected in pockets near the surface, the largest 
quantities of oil of the first stratum yet discovered. These centres 
are :— 

1st. Olt Valley, in the vicinity of Rimnic-Valcea (Valcea 
District). 

2nd. Dimbovitza and Talomitza Valleys, in the vicinity of Tirgu- 
Vestei (Dimbovitza District). 
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3rd. Prahova and Teleagen Valleys, north of Ploiesti (Prahova 
District). 

4th. Buzeu Valley, north of Buzeu (Buzeu District). 

5th. Trotush and Tazlau Valleys, between Tirgu-Ocna to the 
south and Bacau to the north (Bacau District). 

According to several writers, petroleum is to be found not only 
in the above-mentioned zone, but also in the whole of the plains 
down to the Danube, which would embrace a zone of say 100 kiloms. 
in width. This assertion is, to a certain extent, verified by certain 
and manifest signs of the existence of petroleum, but it is not 
known at what depth even the first stratum may be met with, as 
no borings for oil have ever been made in the plains, and the 
water wells sunk by hand there have not, up to the present, touched 
any oil-pocket however small. So far, at the five centres referred 
to above, only the first stratum has been worked to any extent. 
These ventres comprise about 50 borings and say 800 hand-dug 
wells. The deepest successful boring only reaches about 300 
metres, and whilst the majority of the hand-dug wells range from 
60 to 120 metres none of them go below 200 metres. 

The output of crude-oil from these borings and wells for the 
year 1894-95 reached 80,000 tons. 

The Consul, in his report, adds that, though petroleum 
has been worked in Roumania for about 25 years, yet considering 
the small quantity now extracted, and taking into account the 
extensive zone in which distinct evidence of its existence is to be 
met with, it is evident that the Roumanian petroleum industry is 
at present only in its infancy. 

United States—The history of the production of crude petro- 
leum in the United States,according to the Eleventh Census Report 
of the United States Government, may be said to have begun with: 
the striking of oil in the Drake well at Titusville in 1859, thoug): 
petroleum had been known to exist in the country, and especially 
in what are now the Pennsylvania petroleum regions, from its 
earliest explorations by the French. The discovery of petroleum 
at Titusville led not only to the search for oil in the immediate 
vicinity but all over the United States. There is searcely a State 
in the Union in which explorations for petroleum have not been 
undertaken. The years from 1859 to 186% were prolific in the 
formation of companies with capital aggregating hundreds of 
millions of dollars, some of it representing actual money invested, 
the most of it an inflated idea as to the possibilities of the 
discovery of petroleum in the section of the country covered by the 
operations of the proposed companies. During these years Western 
Pennsylvania was quite thoroughly exploited for oil, as were also 
West Virginia, Eastern Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Colorado, and California. In ail of these States, oil in some 
quantities was found. Southern California was quite thoroughly 
exploited early in the sixties, and operations there have been con- 
tinuous ever since, though it was not until the seventies 
that the production assumed any degree of importance or 


continuity. 
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The year 1885 seems to have marked a new era in the history 
of petroleum. The importance of the Trenton limestone as an oil 
producer in the United States was first recognised at this time, and 
this year marks the discovery of the Lima (Ohio) and the Indiana 
fields. From the Lima field alone was derived more than one-third 
of all the oil produced in the United States in 1889. 

The following table, taken from the report of the U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior for 189, shows the production of crude petroleum 
in the United States from the year 1885 to 1895, in barrels of 42 
Winchester gallons each :— 


Years. Barrels. 


Since the beginning of operations at Titusville, Pennsylvania, 
in 1859, the enormous total of 709,713,403 barrels of crude 
petroleum have been produced in the United States. By far the 
largest portion of this has been produced in what is known as the 
“Pennsylvania and New York oil-fields,” these fields producing 
alone 516,657,260 barrels of the total of 709,713,403 barrels, or 
nearly 73 per cent. Ohio has produced 133,343,773 barrels, and 
West Virginia 37,179,604 barrels; California and Colorado have 
produced respectively 6,683,901 and 4,188,325 barrels, while 
Indiana, which did not figure as a producer of petroleum until 
1889, has produced 11,341,664 barrels, more than one-third of 
which was produced in 1895. 

Peru.—In a recent report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul 
at Callao, it is stated that the petroleum industry in the north of 
Peru originated some 30 years ago, oil having been discovered by 
drilling for water on the Mancora estate, near Payta. During that 
period six different undertakings have been started, but so far 
without giving satisfactory results. Two kerosene factories exist 
on this coast; the kerosene produced gives a dull light, smokes, 
and cannot bear comparison with American kerosene, which fetches 
from 8 to 9 soles the case, whilst the former has to be sold at from 
2 soles 50c. to 3 soles the case of 10 gallons, and only serves for 
street lighting.. From 4,000,000/. to 5,000,000/. have been spent 
on the several undertakings without producing in any single case 
a fair return. Hundreds of wells have been sunk, some resulting 
in flowing, others in pumping wells, oil being found at a depth 
varying from 250 to 600 feet, but all have run dry after a very 
short flow. Experts from the United States have carefully 
examined the land north and south of Payta and have given it 
as their opinion that,in spite of abundant surface indications all 
over the district, no oil of any importance is likely to be found. 
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The “Manufacturer ” (Philadelphia) states that the London and 
Pacific Petroleum Company, at Negritos, 45 miles north of Payta, 
has a pipe line from its wells at Negritos and pumps the oil a 
distance of six miles to Talara, on the coast, where its refinery is 
located, and from which point it ships its product, This company 
has produced 8,000,000 barrels of crude oil in the last six years, 
and now has a production of 200 barrels per day. One of its 
best wells produced 500 barrels a day six years ago and is 
still making 45 barrels a day. There is but little gas 
in the field, and in consequence oil is used for fuel in operating 
the wells. Salt water is troublesome unless the wells are kept 
pumping continuously. 

The right to drill must be secured by grant from the Peruvian 
Government, as it retains the mineral right in all the land in Peru. 
American machinery is used almost exclusively. 


NEW COALFIELDS. 
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V.—NEW COALFIELDS. 
a—In Zululand. 


Mr. J. Jervis Garrard, Acting Commissioner of Mines, ina 
report on the mining industry of Zululand for 1896 (published 
in the ‘‘ Natal Mercury”), states that the importance of the 
coalfields in Zululand has never yet been fully appreciated. The 
must important coalfields yet discovered are those of St. Lucia 
and N’Tambanana, owing to their proximity to the coast. A 
scheme is on foot for connecting the St. Lucia fields with Durban 
—a distance of about 170 miles—by means of an extension of 
the North Coast Railway now being constructed to the Tugela 
river. Under the terms of this railway concession, however, the 
N’Tambanana coal], though 40 miles nearer Durban, would still 
have to pay the same rates as the St. Lucia coal, unless advantage 
be taken of the proximity of the N’Tambanana to the mouth of 
the Umbhlatuzi river. It is said that, with a comparatively 
small outlay it would be possible to utilise the lagoon at the 
mouth of the Umhlatuzi river as a harbour for lighters, which 
could be loaded with coal and tugged during favourable weather 
to Durban. There are two laguons, formed by five rivers which 
empty themselves therein, of which the Umhlatuzi is the largest, 
The inner lagoon is about ten miles long by five in width ; this isa 
fine sheet of water, with several deep channels. The outer lagoon 
is caused by the river having changed its course from its original 
estuary, by forcing its way along the coast towards the 
south. This lagoon is about 1} mile in length by about 
three-quarters of a mile in breadth, and nature has dune a great 
deal towards the forming of waterways for several miles to the 
north and north-west of the lagoon; these should prove most 
valuable in transporting coal to the river mouth. Although, 
however, the question of utilising the Umhlatuzi mouth for the 
shipment of coal by means of lighters to Durban presents the 
vreat advantage of offering facilities for the transport of coal at 
the present time, and before the railway to Durban could be 
opened for traffic, still, so far as the interests of Zululand are 
concerned, as considered independent of those of Natal, there can 
be no doubt that they would be best served by the establishment 
of a regular coaling-station at a port entirely independent of 
Durban. Coal, undoubtedly, exists on the coast itself in the 
vicinity of the Umhlatuzi mouth, this being, it is said, the only 
locality in the whole of Africa where coal is actually known 
to occur on the coast, and in British territory. 

A hydrographical survey of the mouth of the Umhlatuzi River 
and lagoons in connection therewith should be made, and the data 
commenced to be taken which will be necessary for the designing 
of any entrance works. The sinking of a series of boreholes should 
also be undertaken, and arrangements made for the proper testing 
of the quality of every seam of coal of practical importance, sc 
that it may he definitely known which is the best and ans suit- 
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able, and which, if any, will come up to the Admiralty standard, 
and if not, whether a judicious mixing of the different kinds would 
not produce a coal which would come up to such standard. 

It will at once be seen that the saving on the cost of transport, 
taken in connection with other economic considerations for which 
Zululand may justly claim advantage over most other neighbouring 
countries, notably in the matter of cheap labour, must naturally 
enable this coal to be shipped at a cost per ton far less than the 
price at any other port in Africa. The Acting Commissioner 
adds: “The importance of this feature in the mineral resources 
of Zululand has not yet been brought prominently forward by 
me, as I never had an opportunity of examining these coalfields 
before last year, but I have no hesitation in saying that the 
question of a coaling station in Zululand is, nevertheless, one of 
the most important projects to be undertaken in South Africa, and 
one which should, in my opinion, be encouraged to the utmost 
extent. It is needless to urge that the time has come when some 
definite action should be taken with regard to this important 
question.” 

b.—In the United States of Colombia. 


The United States Consul at Cartagena reports to his Govern- 
ment the discovery of certain coal deposits within the territory of 
his consular district. Work has been in progress with varying 
success for the past six years under the direction of Messrs. 
Caracristi. These fields, according to Mr. Caracristi, comprise 
215,000 acres of land, and he thinks they contain 300,000,000 tons 
of coal. The entire territory is held under a Spanish title or grant 
by the San Andres Indians, an independent native tribe consisting 
of not more than 11,000 persons. These Indians are peaceable 
and industrious. Cattle raising is their principal occupation, from 
75,000 to 100,000 head being sold by them annually. Mr. 
Caracristi now holds, on behalf of acompany which he represents, 
a lease of the coal lands for a term of forty-eight years from these 
people. The coal itself appears to be of good quality. 

The thickness of the vein is from 1 ft. to 10 ft. clear. The 
layer formation is a sandstone of decomposed slate shales, shale 
and slate in layers of from one inch to one foot in thickness. 
Mr. Caracristi says that the cost of getting out the coal will be as 
follows per ton :—Mining, 40 cents; handling, 20 cents; trans- 
porting to the sea, 60 cents. Total, $1.20—5s. 

Coal is also found on the coast below Cispata Bay. This is of 
a good quality, anthracite and bituminous. As this latter deposit 
is at a considerable distance from the principal Columbian ports, 
it is not considered advisable to work it for the present. The 
principal coal fields are situated in the Department of Bolivar, 
near the Sinu River, in waat is known as the Savannahs, 8 to 12 
miles distant from Cispata Bay. Approximate distances from. 
adjacent cities are as follows :— Cartagena, 48 miles ; Barranquilla, 
120 miles; Santa Marta, 168 miles; Colon, 240 miles; Port 
Limon, 410 miles ; Jamaica, 480 miles ; New York, 1,840 miles. 
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VI.—_THE WARSAW WOOL FAIR OF 1897. 


The annual Wool Fair at Warsaw, held between June 14th and 
19th, last, opened under very favourable auspices. H.M. Consul- 
General in that city, in a report transmitted to the Foreign 
Office, states :-— 

(1) There had been a general 1ise in the price of every sort of 
wool since the fair of 1896, and, although in January and February 
certain transactions took place at a considerably lower price than 
that ruling during the Jatter half of 1896, this had no influence on 
the general price of wool, as such sales were only of wool uf 
interior quality, whereas good qualities maintained their price. 

(2) The stock of wool remaining from last year’s fair was not 
considerable, and it was also known that the reserves of wool in 
the provinces were very small. 

(3) The results of the wool fairs of 1897, in London and Germany, 
showed that the wool market was strong. : 

(4) Wool manufacturers in Poland had received extensive orders 
from Russia, to execute which they had to provide themselves with 
large quantities of the raw mateual. 

All these considerations formed a safe basis from which to 
predict a successful issue to the fair, and it may be said that such 
expectation was realised on the whole, though the wool market in 
Poland is really ina more favourable condition than the fair even 
would indicate, for reasons which will be afterwards shown. 

The following statistics, drawn up by the Committee of the fair 
for 1896, and 1897, give the exact results of the fair :— 


1897. 1896, 
Pouds* Pouds* 
Wool remaining from last year... 7,612 


Fresh supply.. 62,852 70,593 
Total quantity to be disposed of ... =... 70,628 78,205 
* 62 Pouds=1 Ton. 

It will be seen that less wool was brought for sale in 1897 than 
in 1896, partly owing to heavy rain, which fell on the 
last day of the fair and prevented the wool being brought, and 
still more to the fact that considerable sales had taken place in the 
provinces before the fair commenced, as buyers, seeing the strong 
tendency of the market, hoped to obtain the wool at a lower price 
by purchasing it before the fair started. 

These two causes sufficiently explain why less wool was this 
year actually put on the market, the production of wool being, as a 
matter of fact, larger in 1897 than in 1896. 

The quantities of wool sold on the different days that the fair 


lasted were as follows :— 


1897. 1896. 

Pouds. Pouds, 
June 14 - - 4,000 - - . —_ 
- - 8,800 - - 16,000 
. = - - 25,900 - - - 10,000 


42,000 


Total- 64,350 - - - 49 
Thus it will be seen that, in 1897, 22,350 pouds more were 
sold than in 1896, and that of the wool that had to be disposed of 
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91°10 per cent. was sold, whereas in 1896 the proportion sold wag 
only 53°7 per cent., and that of the stock of the 1897 fair only 
6,273 pouds, or 8°75 per cent. remained unsold, as against 36,206 
pouds, or 46°30 per cent., in 1896. 

It may be safely said that if the inferior qualities and the badly- 
washed wools be left out of consideration the whole stock of 1897 
was sold; in fact, even more than this might be said, as large 
stocks of wool which had not even reached the fair were sold, the 
buyers contenting themselves with samples. 

The greater part of the wool was bought for export and by wool 
manufacturers, the Cynterhof works alone securing about 30 per 
cent. of the whole supply of the fair. Nearly all the big firms in 
Russia were represented, except those in the Bialystok district, 
which have for several years ceased to patronise the Warsaw fair. 

It was particularly noticed that very little wool indeed was 
bought by speculators, and this will undoubtedly have an influence 
on the wool market during the next twelve months, and indirectly 
on the wool manufacturers, who, having provided themselves with 
a stock of wool for the year, will profit thereby if prices remain 
stationary or rise. 

All the wool having been sold, and exact statistics having been 
published by the Committee of the transactions which took place, 
an accurate idea can be obtained as to which qualities are chiefly 
produced, and which bring the best prices, 

The following table gives the quantity of each quality sold :— 


Extra fine - - 4,400 povds, or 6°5 % of the whole supply. 

Fine I. quality - 22,800 ” » 350% 5, ” ” 

Fine II. quality - 26,400 ” » 405% ” ” 

Medium * - 10,750 ” » 180% 5 ” ” 
»1000% 


ad 64,350 ” ” ” 

The prices obtained in 1897 show practically no change from 
last year ; extra fine wools show a rise of 1-2 thaler; fine I. quality, 
no change; and only in fine II. quality and mediums was there a 
fall in price amounting to 4 thaler. 

In the following table the unit of weight is the centner = 120 Ibs. 
English, and the unit of price the old Polish thaler = 90 copeks 
= 11 pence, these being the units employed in Poland for quoting 
commercial transactions, although in ordinary life the same weights 
and money are used as throughout Russia. 

Price per centner obtained in 


1897, 1896 
Thalers Thalers. 
Extra fine - - 90-118 - 90 -118 
Fine I. quality - . 78-86 - - - 78-86 
Fine II. quality - 60-77 -  - - 70-77 
Medium - - 50-65 - - - 53-65 


The washing and packing of the wool was excellent, as it has 
been learnt by experience, and the fair of 1897 showed once again 
that wool of good quality, well washed and packed, always finds 
buyers on the Warsaw market, and that only wools of inferior 
quality and badly washed cannot be disposed of. 
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VII.—THE LEIPZIG INDUSTRIAL AND TRADES 
EXHIBITION. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 17th August last, Sir 
Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmits a 
memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to the Embassy, on the 
Leipzig Industrial and Trades Exhibition of Saxony and Thur- 
ingia, in which it is stated that the Exhibition was opened on 
April 24th last and remains open till October 1st. The exhibits 
have been strictly limited to products of Saxony and the Thur- 
ingian States, Anhalt, Mark Brandenburg (with the exception of 
Berlin itself), Liegnitz, and the three Frankish Districts of 
Bavaria. Even this limited field is an extension of the original 
project. Three years ago a committee was formed to carry out 
this projected Exhibition, which has been the most important one 
in Germany in 1897, and the only one that covers all branches 
of industry and trade. There is one very important point to 
notice in connection with this Exhibition, namely, that it is entirely 
a private enterprise, and was due absolutely to the initiative of a 
group of energetic, local representative merchants and manufac- 
turers. It was not, as is usually the case for an Exhibition on 
this large scale, in any way a Saxon Government scheme; it was 
not even suggested by them. They have given absolutely no 
subsidy or financial aid whatever to it. The whole credit is, 
therefore, due to the activity of the German mercantile community 
of Saxony and Thuringia. This is a point that cannot be too 
strongly dwelt upon at a time like the present, when inter- 
national competition in industries is so particularly keen, 

It must also be remembered that since the industrial rise of 
Saxony in every kind of manufacture during the last 20 years, 
this has been the first great opportunity of showing to the world 
at large the enormous industrial capabilities which that 
country now possesses. Her resources, as shown by the 
exhibits now at Leipzig, are immense, and are well worthy 
of a close study by every foreign manufacturer interested in 
the growing competition of German trade. As is well 


known, their textiles have shown an immense and threatening 


development, and the rapidly increasing manufacture of textile 


machinery is also remarkable. Large manufacturing districts . 


have sprung up where none existed 20 years ago. A small Lanca- 
shire, indeed, has rapidly grown up in Saxony in recent years, hag 
now a world-wide renown, and is still growing in every direction 
The financial success of the Leipzig Exhibition is now almost 
an accomplished fact as contrasted with the large deficit of las‘, 
year’s one at Berlin. The exhibits of the most important industrie: 
are, however, not quite as extensive as they would have been 
but for the approaching Paris Exhibition of 1900. Certain 
merchants and manufacturers seem to be rather holding back for 
the great representative effort to be made there on a far more 
important stage. Germans have fully realised, and so has the 
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German Government, the vital importance to them of a vast and 
perfect representation of all their important industries and manu- 
factures. The Government has voted very large sums to this 
purpose, and preparations have been made for some time past to 
establish juries to exclude the admittance to the German Section 
of the Paris Exhibition of any goods not of the first-class make. 
It is to be hoped that equally minute attention will be paid in 
England to this important primary sifting of proposed exhibits 
to be sent from English manufacturers to Paris. 

In 1900, in the German Section, everything will be as perfectly 
represented as it is in human power to accomplish; and the 
importance of such precautions, in order to present to the 
customers of the world at Paris a perfect article at the lowest 
po-sible price, are self evident. and cannot be over estimated in 
their practical results on German trade asa whole. If at Paris, 
a good article at a moderate price, without the usual drawbacks 
of cheapness, can be shown for the leading German industries, 
then no doubt the trade of the German Empire will again receive 
a great impetus. In view of these circumstances it would be 
well for a closer study to be made of the exhibits at Leipzig by 
the representatives of the leading British industries. The 
collection there is very representative of what German industries 
are capable. In the textile building the exhibit is not very large, 
but weaving machinery of all kinds made in Saxony is seen there. 
Amongst others there is a loom 12 metres broad, believed to be the 
broadest in the wo1ld, made by L. Schonherr of Chemnitz. Other 
large Saxon makers of machinery are well represented, such as R. 
Hartman and Oscar Schimmel (of Chemnitz), and E. Gessner (of 
Aue.) The chief machinery that still comes from England is 
“spinning”; nearly all, if not quite all, the weaving and worsted 
machinery is now made in Saxony. It should be noted that the 
first silk factory in Saxony has recently been started, and is doing 
well. It exhibits its various products. Of new manvfactures in 
textiles there is, apparently, only one—‘‘ Oxylite””—a substance 
made and woven of one part cotton thread and three parts of 
paper thread. The paper thread on reels is shown ready for use. 
The stuff is said to be durable and washes, and the inventor is 
selling enormous quantities of this wonderfully-cheap product. 

The Commercial attaché concludes his memorandum as follows :— 
“Tt is impossible to touch further on special exhibits here, where 
the broader bearings merely of this Exhibition are examined. If 
no representatives of the British Textile trades have yet visited 
Leipzig, they should do so before it closes on October 1st.” 
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VITIL—SERVIAN INDUSTRIES AND GERMAN 
CAPITALISTS. 


A despatch dated August 4th last has been received at the Forei. 
Office from Mr. Ronald G. Macdonald, H.M. Minister at Belgrade, 
on the subject of a contract between Mr. Hugo Luther, of Bruns- 
wick, and the Servian Government which has passed the Skupshtina 
and was promulgate. as a Law in the Servian “ Official Gazette” 
of August 4 last. 

The rights conferred on Mr, Luther by this Instrument are of 
a remarkable and extensive nature and may be summarised as 
follows : 

Mr. Luther will enjoy, for 99 years, the exclusive privilege of 
drawing mechanical and electric power from the cataracts on 
the Servian shore of the Danube, and of applying the same to any 
industrial undertaking on which he may decide to embark ; during 
the first thirty years of this period, his plant, buildings, and 
industrial undertakings are exempted from the payment of every 
description of impost, taxes, octroi, or Customs Dues on the im- 
portation and exportation of machinery, material, and produce. 

Sections of the State Forests within three Departments are to be 
reserved for the supply to Mr. Luther of timber at official tariff 
of prices, and full proprietary rights over such mines (within a very 
wide area) as have not been already acquired by other parties, are 
granted to him for 50 years, subject to the payment of the 
customary royalty, and with an additional one per cent. on the 
value of mineral products sold. These mining rights are renew- 
able on the termination of the said period of 50 years. 

Mr. Luther is free to quarry stone for lime, cement, or other 
purposes, conditionally on paying to the State five per cent. on the 
clear profits of the business, and will also compensate the State for 
remission of taxation and duties by the payment of a like per- 
centage on the net profits of his various industrial undertakings. 

Within 4 years from the date of contract Mr. Luther must 
erect motor plant and buildings at the cataracts to the value of 
two millions dinars, and electric power for working purposes must 
be available within a period of 8 years, failing which he forfeits 
all his rights under the contract excepting those over mines. 

Within 20 years electricity to the amount of 15,000 horse- 
power must be forthcoming, and every cataract then unused by 
Mr. Luther reverts to the State, which may allot them to other 
parties after Mr. Luther has been given the option of using them, 

At the end of 99 years the State may exercise a right of pre- 
emption over the power-producing plant and buildings. 

All matters of dispute between the State and the concessionaire 
are to be adjusted by reference to a Special Court of Arbitration, 
whose members will be chosen in equal numbers by the Government 
and by Mr. Luther. 

The passage of this measure, by which the mineral and forest 
resources of nearly 600 square miles of the north-eastern portion 
of Servia are placed at the services and under the control of foreign 
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capitalists, was unaccompanied by any serious opposition in the 
Skupshtina, the few voices raised in protest being those of Deputies 
who seemed to be vaguely uneasy at the extent of the privileges 
conceded, and at the apparently smali profit reserved to Servia under 
the contract. Tlie capital required by Mr. Luther will doubtless 
be soon raised in Germany, who finds the scope of her energies 
somewhat restricted at present by the operation of the severe 
American tariffs. Her capitalists have lately shown an inclination 
to turn their attention to Servia by investing in one or two small local 
industries, such as the weaving of cotton and woollen fabrics: recent 
rumours, likewise, that gold may be found in Servia in sufficiently 
paying quantities, will perhaps give an impetus to Mr. Luther’s 
mining projects. It should be remembered, however, that the 
history of Servian mining has been a long series of disappointments 
and failure, due partly to the specially intractable nature of certain 
ores, and partly to the unusually capricious character of the mineral 
deposits. Mr. Luther appears, from all accounts, to rely for initial 
success upon the working of cement quarries on the river bank, 
where there is said to be an inexhaustible supply of suitable stone, 
and if the cement proves much superior in quality to that at 
present manufactured in other parts of Servia, there is no reason 
why the undertaking should not yield very substantial profits. 

The attraction of cheap mechanical and motive power is likely 
also to tempt fereign capitalists to set up manufactories of various 
articles in metal or timber for which ready markets may be found 
in Roumania and other neighbouring States, and there is reason 
to suppose that more that one firm of Clyde manufacturers con- 
templates the possibility of setting up work on the Danube. 

The magnificent scale on which Mr. Luther’s contract has been 
drawn should not, however, blind one to the fact that all the 
promised industries have to be created, so to say, out of chaos, 
and that only one, namely, that of cement making, is said to be 
as yet engaging th2 practical attention of the concessionaire. To 
convert the agricultural valleys and rucky districts of North-East 
Servia into a centre of busy industry will require many years and 
a combination of economic and, perhaps, political circumstances 
which may be favourable, but which are quite as likely to yield 
disappointment to those who base their hopes on what some are 
disposed to regard as splendid dreams. 
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IX.—TIMBER SHIPMENTS FROM BORDEAUX AND 
BAYONNE. 


A report dated September 2nd last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Walter R. Hearn, H. M. Consul at Bor- 
deaux, on the Exportation of pitwood from Bordeaux and Bayonne. 

The immense pine forests which cover the flats of Gascony 
are estimated to extend over some 4,950,000 acres. 

The pines are, as a rule, planted very close together, and, as 
they grow up, those which appear less thriving and which interfere 
with the growth of the more advanced trees are cut down and 
used as pitwood and firewood, the remainder being left to grow 
up for the purpose of abstracting the resin. 

The age of the pines, when cut for pitwood, ranges, as a rule, 
from 25 to 30 years, and the logs are cut into lengths of 6} and 
9 feet, the girth being about 20 inches. 

The season for cutting is from October to May. 

In dry, hot summers forest fires are prevalent, and, if the timber 
which is burnt, or, rather, charred, is felled at once it can be used 
for pitwood. Thus forest fires, and also storms, often put an 
increased supply of pitwood on the market. 

It does not appear that the area under pine cultivation has 
decreased to any extent, nor has any extra area been planted up. 
As a rule the trees felled are replaced by young plants which 
cannot be used as pitwood until they are 25 years old. . 

The timber is carried from the forests to Bordeaux in carts, 
lighters, or by railway, while it appears to be carried to Bayonne 
almost entirely by railway. 

The cost of carriage to Bordeaux is as follows ;— 


By Carts ... ... 2 fos, 50 (2s.) per metric ton. 


while at Bayonne the railway freight ranges from 2 francs (1s. 8d.) 
to 5 francs (4s.) per metric ton according to distance. 

The wages of labourers cutting and carrying timber is 2 francs 
(1s. 8d.) to 3 franes (2s. 6d.) per day, but the lower rate appears 
to be most prevalent. 

The pitwood is sold at Bayonne at 9s. 3d. to 10s. 6d. per ton 
f.o.b., according to the demand in England, while the present price 
at Bordeaux f.o.b. is 10s. 3d. per ton. 

The principal ports in the United Kingdom to which pit timber is 
shipped from Bordeaux and Bayonne are Cardiff, Barry, Newport, 
Mon., and Swansea. Pitwood is also shipped from Sables 
d’Olonne in Britany and Villa Garcia in Spain, as well as from 
the Baltic. 

There are no export duties, charges, or taxes on pitwood in 
France. 

The average rate of freight from Bordeaux to Cardiff, Barry, and 
Newport by steamer is 5s. 9d. per ton of 1,015 kilograms on the 
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intake quantity, less 2 per cent. To Swansea 6s, on the same 
conditions, while the freight from Bayonne to those ports is 3d. 
per ton more than the rates above quoted. 

The pitwood shipped from Bordeaux to the United Kingdom 
during the last four years has been as follows :— 


1893... 346,999 metric tons 
1894 ... 416021 
1895 ... 384,881 
1896 ... 391,007 


” 


The amount exported from Bayonne in 1896 was 179,350 
tons. 

The greater part of the wood is shipped from Bordeaux in 
British bottoms, while at Bayonne a French firm exports most of 
the timber in their own vessels to England. 

The value of the timber shipped from Bordeaux and Bayonne 
to the United Kingdom may be estimated at an annual amount of 
about 300,0007. 
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X.—THE PHILADELPHIA COMMERCIAL MUSEUM. 


An account of the Philadelphia Commercial Museum was 
published on pp. 672-3 of the “ Board of Trade Journal’’ for 
June last. Ata recent meeting, Dr. Wilson, the Director of the 
Museum, in an address to the Trade Delegates of other countries, 
as reported in the “ Manufacturer,” asked them to make full reports 
to the organisations they represented, and desired them to remind 
those bodies that an important meeting was being arranged for 
next June, and that they should urge the necessity of appointing 
delegates to next year’s meeting. That meeting would cover net 
only the South American States, but also the Orient. It would 
be on a larger scale and would extend over fifteen days, and it was 
important that they should interest merchants, and especially 
dealers in raw products, and that they should send samples to the 
Museums. 

He callel special attention to the library, and asked for 
important publications from their own countries, especially those 
of their governments. He advised them that the Museums were 
preparing to exhibit methods of packing goods and other things 
which would facilitate the introduction of American goods into 
their countries. He would also like to secure the names of 
responsible firms in every one of their countries, with their 
addresses and lines of business. 

It was also proposed to place in some of the larger cities of South 
and Central America and Mexico files of the names of business 
men of the United States, arranged in such a way that the 
merchants of those countries could see the firms with which they 
desired to communicate. 

Referring to the great Exposition to be held in Paris in 1900, he 
said the Southern countries would probably send their goods and 
raw products there, and asked them to remember tbat the 
Philadelphia collections are still incomplete, and that after the 
exhibition in Paris it would be well to have them sent there. They 
would be of much more benefit to their countries if brought to the 
United States than if scattered over Europe. 

He called especial attention to the fact that the Philadelphia 
Museum was a municipal institution, and not a private one. 

In the course of his address Dr, Wilson also said :— 

“ At Niagara and at Chicago, there are plans for Pan-American 
Exhibitions, and in New York there is another plan, and 
it is the greatest of all, headed by a number of prominent men, for 
a great exhibit in 1899, the buildings for which will cover nine 
squares. We have heard of a commercial museum to be started 
in New York, another in Cincinnati, one in St. Louis, and before 
you reach home you will probably hear of a dozen more; but these 
are all private affairs, solely for the promotion of a gfven city 
or a few corporations. The only success that an institution of this 
kind can have to be national and international is that it shall be 
wholly public and have no private ends to serve, and that its 
scope shall cover not only one country, but every country.” 


| 
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XI.—AN ASIATIC COMMERCIAL MUSEUM AT SAN 
FRANCISCO. 


Mr. John Barrett, United States Minister Resident at Bangkok, 
Siam, in a report to the United States Government, suggests the 
establishment of an Asiatic Commercial Museum or Bureau in 
San Francisco, on lines similar to those of the Philadelphia 
Museums (which are stated to be already doing much good, especially 
in aiding American trade with South America), for the especial 
purpose of bringing the immense markets of the Asian-Pacific 
into close touch with those of the United States, and providing 
manufacturers and exporters with a ready and accessible 
means of securing all kinds of information in regard to tlie markets 
of the far East. Mr. Barrett states his plan in detail as follows: 

“1. There is a woful lack of accurate knowledge in the United 
States about this great field of trade opportunities, reaching from 
Batavia, in Java, to Vladivostock, in Siberia, covering a coast line 
of nearly 4,000 miles, representing a population of 500,000,000, 
having already a foreign trade of nearly 208,300,000/., possessing 
ten times the shipping of the American Pacific coast, and boasting 
of several ports whose respective populations exceed those of our 
Atlantic cities, with the possible exception of New York, and 
whose number of vessels entering and clearing exceed that of any 
Atlantic port, exclusive of that of New York. 

“2. While the United States Ministers and Consuls are doing 
all in their power, through official reports and replies to individual 
letters, to make the demands and characteristics of the Asiatic 
market well known, the assistance of the eminently practical 
nature of a Commercial Museum, Bureau, Exhibit, or whatever 
name is fit, is required, in which can be placed thoroughly useful 
and representative exhibits of what Japan, Korea, Eastern 
Siberia, Manchuria, Formosa, Indo-China, Siam, Straits Settle- 
ments, Java, Borneo, and the Phillippines are now importing, 
including facts about the— 

(a) Amount imported of each class of goods, how packed, and 
how placed on the market. 

(b) Characteristics and features of the local market, conditivas 
of demand and supply. 

(c) Different specific qualities and classes of goods, as well as 
general line. 

(d) Methods of doing business, remitting payments, and nego- 
tiating exchange. 

(e) Customs charges or duties, and other Government taxes or 
rules governing trade. 

(t) Names of reliable firms handling each kind of imports. 

(g) Names of banking houses. 

h) Names of steamship companies running to the poit, 
American connections, freight rates. 

(i) Any other data that might be of use to American exporters. 

“The above sub-divisions I have made up not only from 


. 
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questions asked by hundreds of letters received from America, 
but from discussions with local firms in the different parts of the 


far East. 

“3, The exhibits mentioned should be samples which could 
be readily obtained and shipped to the Museum at San Francisco, 
When too cumbersome or expensive, photographs could be made 
at a small price. The main object of this sample is to show exactly 
what competition must be met in quality and style. A study of 
this, with all the other data at hand, of prices, etc., will speedily 
provide the exporter with sufficient information to determine 
whether he can enter the field or not. They could be replenished, 
added to, or renewed, as occasion demanded, when the managers 
of the Museum might think best, or as learned from the corres- 
pondents or Consuls, Chambers of Commerce or special agents. 
The expense of securing these exhibits or samples need inot be 
great. A few hundred pounds for each port, or a total of 5,000/. 
for the leading markets of Yokohama and Kobe in Japan, Vladivo- 
stock in East Siberia, Chemulpo in Korea, Newchang, Tientsin, 
Shanghai, Hankow and Canton in China, Hongkong and Singapore 
in British Colonies, and the Philippines, would suffice to equip the 
Museum admirably. This would be the first or opening cost; the 
expense of maintenance each year would not exceed from two to 
three thousand pounds, including cost of exhibits (new exhibits), 
rent of rooms and salaries of manager and assistants. 

“4, San Francisco would subserve its best interests if the city 
government would give the project its direct support, as does 
Philadelphia its celebrated Commercial Museum. An appropri- 
ation by the municipality of sufficient funds to secure initial 
exhibits, rent rooms, or even to pay a portion of such expenses, the 
rent to be raised by subscriptions among merchants, manufacturers, 
exporters and other interested parties, would immediately put the 
plan on its feet, and cave that delay which might be injurious to 
the welfare of American trade in the far Eist. If the city is un- 
willing, officially, to back the scheme, an organisation could be 
formed with head-quarters at San Francisco, with connections in 
other cities, both West and East, (again like the Philadelphia 
Museums, with offices and correspondents all over the United 
States), which should be able to raise the necessary funds by 
annual subscriptions. The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, 
or a similar local body, could take the lead in its formation. 

‘5. San Francisco is suggested as the seat of the Museum, 
for obvious reasons of geographical location and on account of its 
commercial relations with the Asian-Pacific. If, however, some 
other city or port should take up the idea, the principle would 
still hold good. While the Philadelphia Museums are doing an 
excellent work, and are extending their scope to the far East, their 
greatest field is naturally South America, South Africa, and 
Europe. In all this they will continue to advance American 
trade interests, but the extent and value of the Asiatic opportunity 
demands the establishment at San Francisco, or or at some port 
directly concerned, of a Museum or Bureau for its successful 
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exploitation. If the cities of the Pacific slope, like Seattle, Tacoma, 
Spokane, Portland, Sacramento, San Jose, Stocton, Oakland, Los 
Angeles, and San Diego, will co-operate with San Francisco, they 
can alone carry on the institution, which will redound to their 
credit and surely bring them large and material returns. It would 
be wise, however, to make the organisation comprehend Eastern 
States and cities, and thus have the sympathy and support of the 
whole land. 

“6. It now requires fully three months for an American manu- 
facturer to receive a reply to his inquiry sent to Asiatic ports ; 
with this Museum established, the same information in most 
instances could be obtained in ten or twelve days at the outside. 
-One letter would secure data that now requires a dozen, and in one 
tenth of the time. One visit to the Museum would enable a 
merchant to see in an hour what probably he could not see in six 
months of expensive travelling in the original ports represented. 
Exporters near at hand would reap the advantage of frequent 
consultation and ready access, but wherever the Museum is located 
that will be true, while on the other hand, with a good system of 
correspondence, those at a distance would lose very little. 

“7, Connected with the exhibits of imports should be one of 
exports. This could be made most elaborate at remarkably small 
expense. The exporting firms at the Asiatic ports would be glad 
to provide exhibits, practically free of charge, of all kinds of exports 
that merchants in the United States might wish to purchase. With 
this would also be the necessary data of prices, houses, duties, etc., 

-so that the American importer could ascertain at short notice 
where, how, and at what cost he could buy what he wanted. 

“8. The unquestioned success of the Philadelphia Museums 

proves the possibility of the success of one in San Francisco, and the 
actual utility of the plan, but before making this suggestion 
officially through the Department of State I have carefully sounded 
the leading importing and exporting firms of the far East, from 
Singapore to Yokohama, as well as many responsible houses in the 
United States. Without exception they commend the idea and 
express a willingness to aid in any way in their power. Iam, 
however, confident that the Museum would be assisted in any way 
by the Ministers and Consuls of the United States, whetaer the 
exhibits for the Museum, with the necessary data, were collected 
through them or special agents sent out by the Museum. 

“9, Such a commercial Museum, or Bureau, would gradually 

grow and branch out, until it became an institution of which the 
city, State, and the United States could be proud.” 
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XII.—AN AMERICAN COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BUREAU IN VENEZUELA. 


A Sample Warehouse and Bureau of Commercial Information 
is very shortly to be opened at Caracas, Venezuela, under the 
direction of the National Association of Manufacturers of Phila- 
delphia, U.S.A. The “Manufacturer” of August 21st last states 
that, according to Mr. Dolge, who has been appointed Director of 
the new enterprise at Caracas, there are at least a half million 
good buyers in Venezuela. Mr. Dolge also states that the 
Germans now have the practical control of the Venezuelan market 
in most lines of manufactured goods, and, in his opinion, they have 
won this position for themselves because of the cheap basis upon 
which they do business, furnishing manufactures very low in 

rice and as a rule low also in quality. By his persistence, 
bis power to imitate, and the ability he has of making and selling 

oods at a cheaper price than his competitors, the German wins 
a foothold wherever he goes. 

Mr. Dolge recently stated that the office of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers in Caracas, which is to be located in a 
room of the sample warehouse, will be one of the finest in the 
world. American manufacturers are furnishing the fixtures, and 
these are of the best quality, as there is a desire to show tu 
the Venezuelans American guods of the highest class. The 
library, too, will be fitted up similarly i an elaborate way with 
cases, file cabinets, etc., of the most modern makes. Typewriting 
machines, phonographs and electrical appliances have been fur- 
nished by American makers forthe use of the warehouse staff. This 
staff will be quite large when the work is once firmly established, 
and the office will be equipped to give valuable information and 
to answer all inquiries directed to it regarding the commercial and 
industrial condition of Venezuela with reference to any particular 
line of production. 

The system of classifying subjects into nine groups, which is now 
used at the Bureau of Information of the National Association of 
Manufacturers of Philadelphia, will be followed at Caracas, and 
this will very much facilitate the work of the warehouse. Youn 
men from America who will volunteer their services will be taken 
upon the staff as they apply, if their references are satisfactory, and 
they will be put in charge of these nine sub-bureaus. By specialisa- 
tion of this kind they will soon gain unusual familiarity with any 
given line of trade as it relates to the conditions existing in 
Venezuela. For instance, a young man from a drug house in the 
United States would be assigned to the drug department of the 
warehouse. Reports will be prepared concerning each line of 
commerce in Venezuela and a printing press will be run in con- 
junction with the other work, from which a journal will be issued 

riodically in English and Spanish for distribution in the United 

tates, in Venezuela, and in other Latin-American Republics. 

The young men who join the staff of the warehouse will receive 
Spanish lessons from instructors who will be attached to the 
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institution, and when they have become sufticiently proficient in 
the use of the language and in their knowledge of trade conditions 
in Venezuela, they will very likely receive commissions from 
American manufacturing houses to travel as salesmen in South 
America. If they choose to return to the United States they will be 
invaluable to export firms at home, just as are the young Germans 
who go to London and other foreign cities to serve a commercial 
apprenticeship in order to take back to Germany again the know- 
ledge that they have gained abroad. A training at the Caracas 
warehouse will also be of great use to young men who expect to 
enter the consular service, as they will have acquired the Spanish 
language and much other information of a valuable character. 

Mr. Dolge also stated that an effort would be made to 
bring buyers to the warehouse at regular intervals. Samples 
of certain lines of goods will be displayed on certain days. 
and Venezuela merchants will be invited to come to the warehouse 
at those times. In this way active interest will be enlisted in the 
enterprise and the’cause for which it stands. It may be repeatedthat 
the management does not undertake to sell the goods of American 
manufacturers. It only receives them and places them upon ex- 
hibition, and then will distribute information in Venezuela con- 
cerning American products and information in the United States 
concerning the Venezuelan market. It is not to be a commission 
house or a salesroom, but a quasi public institution which is there 
to represent a great, general idea. 
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XITI.—THE TRADE OF ADIS ABABBA (ABYSSINIA). 


Mr. Rennell Rodd, H.M. Special Envoy to the Emperor 
Menelik has addressed a further Report to the Foreign Office 
on the Trades and Industries of Abyssinia. Mr. Rodd’s previous 
Report, published at length on pp. 40 e¢ seg. of the July number 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” dealt with the trade of Harrar. 
The later Report deals with the trade and industry of Adis 
Abbaba—the capital of the Empire of Abyssinia, and the only 
products exported from that part of the country are stated to be 
gold, ivory, civet, wax, and coffee. The market for the two former is 
largely controlled by the Emperor Menelik, who receives his 
tribute in this form. This partial monopoly and the competition 
of merchants importing goods from the coast to obtain gold to send 
back in payment, has driven up the value, and gold has nearly 
doubled in price since last year. Similarly ivory, which could 
once be obtained by enterprising merchants at the rate of a 
tusk for a percussion musket, is now sold at from 80 to 100 dol. 
the ferasla of 40 lbs. and its price is expected to rise still further. 

Gold, which is obtained from the Wallega and Beni Shangul 
districts is now from 28 to 30 do]. an ounce, the ounce being 
measured by the weight of the Maria Theresa dollar. Last year 
it only fetched from 16 to 18 dol. the ounce. It is said to be 
collected with very great labour in the low-lying countries, where 
the climate is unhealthy and unsuitable to Europeans. A mining 
engineer has recently been sent by the Emperor Menelik to 
examine the gold deposits. Nearly the whole of this export goes 
to India, where it is used for the manufacture of jewellery. 

Ivory, which now fetches in the interior from 80 to 100 dol. the 
ferasla of 40 lbs., the pound being reckoned as equal in weight to 
12 Maria Theresa dollars, is obtained in the Wallega and Galla 
country, where the supply is fairly plentiful, and is exported to 
India, Egypt, and Europe. 

Civet, chiefly obtained in the north of Abyssinia, is now worth 
from 6 to 8 dol. an ounce, and goes to India and Egypt. The 
civet market appears to be liable to sudden fluctuations such as to 
render dealings in it somewhat hazardous in so remote a country, 
where information as to supply and demand is always out of date. 

The bulk of the supply of beeswax comes from Gojam and is 
exported to India, It is sold by the lump, the dollar purchasing 
from 3 to 6 lbs. avoirdupois, according to quality. ‘There isa 
wastage of at least 5 per cent., incident on transport through the 
hot country. 

Coffee of good quality is indigenous to Abyssinia, and grows 
wild in many parts of the country. It is brought in from various 
distric:s, but _Kaffa, whence it derives its name, is said to be the 
most productive region. But little is consumed in the country, and 
it is largely sent to Arabia for re-exportation as the produce of 
Mocha. 1 dol. will purchase 8 or 9 lbs. in the interior, the pound 
of coffee being calculated at the weight of 18 Maria Theresa 
dollars. 

The imported goods found in the market at Adis Abbaba 
are for the most part similar to those sold at Harrar, but 
the prices are much higher owing to the long transport. The 
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observations made upon the Harrar market* apply therefore with 
equal force to the interior. The more expensive commodities, such 
as silks and satins, are not found in the market, but. are, sold 
_” The best white cotton sheeting fetches up to 24 M.T, dollars the 
_piece of 8 yards, but here, as at Harrar, for the reasons describe in 
the .previous report above referred to, the American rial 
manufactured with less dressing, is far the most popular, 

The native products of the country, not exported, principally 
consist of cattle, sheep and goats, chickens and eggs, ox hides and 
other skins, barley, dhurra, (millet), wheat, gesho (a native hop 
used for making beer), onions, grass, wood for fuel, and rope (aloe 
grass fibre). The fibres used for rope-making, and also hides, 
would become a valuable article of commerce with easier and cheaper 
means of transport. 

It is remarkable that the prestige of the Emperor Menelik has 
not succeeded in popularising the new dollar stamped with his 
head, Officially, it is of the same value as the M.T. dollar, and it 
is used for Government payments, but the people do not readily 
accept it, and it is only worth four-fifths of the old established coin 
in the open market. ne 

The only small change for the dollar consists either of rifle 
cartridges or of pieces of rock salt some eight inches long, tapering 
to either end, and about two inches broad in the thickest part. 
These amolés, as they are called, closely resemble in a nce 
the whetstone clone, Powgs for sharpening a scythe. They are 
cut from the shores of Lake Assal, near the coast, where there is 
practically an inexhaustible supply of rock salt, and, intrinsically 
are of next to no value, but they become valuable by reason of the 
expense of their transport. There has also been some disturbance 
in the supply owing to local relations, which has also caused a 
rise in the value of amolés. At Adis Abbaba five go to the dollar, 
while still farther in the interior only four can be obtained. 
They are not current at Harrar. Ifthe bar is worn thin, 
cracked, or. broken, it is only accepted at one-third of its full 

Cartridges have come into use as small change of recent years, 
but they are easily tampered with, charcoal being substituted for 
the powder, and are therefore an unsatisfactory medium of 
exchange. 

The value of the M.T. dollar varies in the ratio of the distance 
from the coast. It is bulky and costly to transport. Consequently, 
at Harrar it is worth 5 per cent. more, and at Adis Abbaba from 
25 to 30 per cent. more than at Aden. Trade is largely con- 
ducted by barter, and tribute for the most part paid in kind. 

The principal trade routes are :— 

(1.) The Zeila—Biya—Kaboba—Harrar—Balchi—Adis Abbaba. 

(2.) The Gibouti— Biya— Kaboba — Harrar — Balchi—Adis 

Abbaba. 
(3.) The desert road via Gibouti—Harrar—Balchi—Adis Abbaba. 
(4.) The Berbera—Harrar—Balchi—Adis Abbaba. 
(5.) The Bulhar—Harrar—Balchi—Adis Abbaba, 


*See p. 40, July Number, “ Board of Trade Journal.” 
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The Zeila route is the easiest and best for all articles of 
moderate bulk. The only fault in the road is the absence of 
water between Hensa and the coast. 

The Gibouti road is said to be rocky and difficult. 

The desert route is largely used for bulky goods passing to or 
trom the interior. 

= Berbera and Bulhar routes are not so much used as the 
others, 

The cost of the hire of each animal on the Gibouti road is to 
that ofthe Zeila road as 32 is to 22. 

Camels are used on the desert route from the coast to Balchi, 
whence, to the capital, donkeys and mules are generally used 
The Esa camels ply between Gibouti and Harrar, and 
Danakil camels between Harrar and Balchi. The price or hire 
is 12 dol. from Balchi to Harrar, and 20 dol. from Harrar to the 
coast. 

Camels are used on the Gibouti-Harrar and Zeila-Harrar roads 
The Esa camels going as far as Gildessa, after which place, donkeys, 
mules, and a few mountain camels are used. Donkeys come also 
right down to the coast. 

The road from Harrar to the capital is unsuitable for camels 
until the Hawash Plain is reached, so that mules and donkeys are 
exclusively used on this route. 

Camels are used from Berbera and Bulhar to Feyambiro, after 
which place the road becomes too rocky and steep for them. 

One camel carries 250 to 275 lbs.; a mule carries 160 lbs. ; a 
donkey 110 lbs. 

One camel equals 13 mules, 2} donkeys, roughly. 

One “camel load” equals about 540 lbs., avoirdupois, and 
requires two camels to carry it. 

Mules require one man to every two mules, if the loads are 
light and well packed, but for quick travelling with heavy or 
unsuitable loads one man to each mule is necessary, 

Donkeys require one driver to every three donkeys at least. 
The wages of muleteers and donkey drivers are from 6 to 10 M.T. 
dol. a month. 

The following table shows the cost of transport by various 
animals :— 


Animals. Price. Remarks. 
Camels ...| 15 to 17 M.T. dol. ...| According to size. Camels are almost 
always hired, for transport, from the 

local tribes 
Mules_...| A transport mule, 25 to | Mules are at present dearer at Adis 
35 M.'T. dol. Abbaba, owing to a local scarcity ; a 
A riding mule, 25 to 60 first-class baggage mule being worth 
M.T. dol. 40 dol. 

Horses .,.| The price varies widely, | It is not lawful to sell a horse for more 


from 8 to 50 M.'T. dol. than 50 M.T. dol. The horseis seldom 
The average is about} used as a baggage animal, and not 


20 dol. much for riding purposes, except as 
a war horse 
Donkeys ...| 4 to 6 M.T. dol, Largely used for transport, especially 
on the Gildessa-Harrar road 
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The following table shows the Customs Duties levied in 
a byssinia, as given in Mr. Rodd’s Report ;— 


Articles. From— Duty. Remarks. 
Coffee ..| Interior ...| Harrar . | 1 percent, of | Harrar 
value 
Civet Interior ...| Harrar ..| 5 cent. of | Harrar 
value 
Ivory  ...| Interior Harrar ...| 5 per cent.of | Harrar ...| Gold from the in 
value terior is free of 
duty 
All goods...) Coast ..| Harrar ...| 8 per cent. of | Harrar ...| Goods which have 
value paid 8 per cent. 
duty at Harrar, 
pay no further 
duty if they are 
taken cn to Adis 
Abbaba 
All goods...} ...|_ Coast cent of | Harrar ... 
value 
All goods ...| Coast Adis Abbaba| 2 dol. per | Adis Abbaba| 
mule load, 
or 5- lol. per 
camel load 
All goods AdisAbba*a} Anywhere | 2 salts per | AdisAbbaba] To the head of 
mule load the merchants at 
Adis Abbaba 


With reference to this table, Mr. Rodd observes :— 

“The information contained in it was given me by Ras 
Vakunan, and may therefore be looked upon as official, but while 
the conditions set down for Harrar appear to be correct, the infor- 
mation supplied ts by merchants with regard to the Customs 
system at Adis Abbaba not only differs considerably from the 
table, but no two merchants seemed to agree as to what the duties 
really were. 

“Tt would appear that Customs duties are collected in a some- 
what haphazard fashion, and the Emperor Menelik himself spoke 
of his habit of remitting a portion of duty in the case of certain 
merchants as a mark of his favour or satisfaction. The good or 
ill will of the collector probably has also a good deal to do with 
the amount of the duty. 

“Tt was, however, admitted by Ras Makunan that the Customs 
system in the interior was unsatisfactory, and about to be revised. 
It will very probably be assimileted to that in force at Harrar, 
where an ad valorem duty of 8 per cent. all round is collected. 

“On one point there was a consensus of opinion, namely, that in 
the case of imported rifles 10 per cent. in kind was taken by the 
Emperor Menelik.” 
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XIV.—OPENING OF COREAN PORTS TO FOREIGN 
TRADE. 


A despatch dated 6th July last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Séul, from Mr. J. N. Jordan, Chinese Secretary to 
H.M. Legation at Peking, stating that the Corean Government, in 
pursuance of a resolution passed py the Council of State and 
approved of by His Majesty the King, have decided to open the 
ports of Chennampo and Mokpo to foreign trade from the 
1st October next. Chennampo is situated on the north bank of 
the Tat’ung inlet, about 20 miles from its mouth, in the extreme 
south-west of the province of Ping-yang. It is considered by the 
Foreign Customs authorities and other competent experts who 
have carefully surveyed the whole waterway to be the most suit- 
able locality for a treaty port. The question of opening a port on 
the Tat’ung inlet has been under consideration for many years 
past, but it is only recently that it has attracted the serious 
attention of British merchants, A rep-esentative of the firm of 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., of Shanghai, visited the place 
last spring and reported very favourably on its prospects as a 
trading centre. The British firm of Holme, Ringer & Co., which 
recently established a branch in Chemulpo, have also shown much 
interest in the opening of a port in this part of Corea, The 
Corean Government itself was likewise alive to the importance of 
regularising the trade which has Jong passed between the various 
ports on the inlet and the opposite coast of China. 

That the new port will soon become a place of very considerable 
commercial activity is the opinion of all those best qualified to 
judge. It is some 40 miles distant by water from Ping-yang, the 
third city in the kingdom, with a population of 40,000. The city 
and surrounding country is cnly gradually recovering from the 
devastation of the late war, but the whole province is rich in 
agricultural and mineral wealth, the latter of which is now being 
developed by foreign enterprise. There seems to be no reason 
why Chennampo should not in a few years rival Chemulpo in 
importance, and during its 13 years of existence the trade of 
Chemulpo, which largely consists of goods of British origin, has 
attained a degree of prosperity exceeding that of most of the 
ports in China opened many years previously under the Con- 
verition of Chefoo, 

Mokpo is a seaport in the province of Chulla, and has an 
excellent harbour capable of providing anchorage accommodation 
for 30 or 40 vessels of large tonnage. Chulla is a great rice- 
growing district:in Corea, and has the reputation of being far the 
wealthiest province in the country, and Mokpo lies at the mouth 
of a river 100 miles long, which drains nearly the whole province. 
Though its export trade will probably be conducted largely with 
Japan, it may naturally be expected that its consumption of 
foreign imports will be in proportion to the producing capacity of 
the country of which it will form the base of supply and to the 
relatively high standard of material comfort enjoyed by the 


inhabitants of this part of Corea. 
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XV.—THE COTTON FABRICS OF BOMBAY.* 


In a recently issued pamphlet by Mr. R. E. Enthoven, I.C.S. 
on the cotton fabrics of the Bombay Presidency, it is stated that, 
in India, some 80 per cent. of the population are dependent on 
agriculture mainly devoted to the production of food grains. Next 
in importance as an industry is the manufacture of clothing, though 
now-a-days much of this work is performed for India by the 
power-Jooms of Europe. The climate which permits the cultiva- 
tion of coarse cotton similarly favours the use of clothes of that 
material. The weaving of cotton fabrics is thus a natural industry 
of the country, and now that the power-loom is making progress 
in Western India, counteracting to some extent the restricting 
influence on the local industry which the import of English goods 
has had in the last few decades, the production of cotton goods on 
a large scale is likely to remain one of the foremost industries of 
the country. The muslins of Bengal, the coloured goods of Madras, 
and the saris and turbans of Bombay have been known in the 
markets of_the world from a time when the modern industrial 
development of Europe was beyond the region of dreams, but now-a- 
days hand industries are everywhere hard-pressed by mechanica- 
production, of which the scope widens with the progress of inven- 
tive genius. 

In the Bombay Presidency many years of competition between 
machine-made and hand-woven cloth has left a very considerable 
home industry, the hand-loom being at work in almost every 
district of the Presidency, and though the kinds of fabrics woven 
are limited, the output of the hand-looms being for the most part 
confined to the saris and turbans for which that part of India has 
so long been known, in addition to a certain quantity of grey 
cloth of the very coarsest kind, there would still seem to be 
sufficient vitality in the industry to preserve it for many years to 
come. 

It is not possible to form any approximate estimate of the 
annual outturn of cotton fabrics. The number of persogs em- 
ployed altogether in the industry, including hand-weavers and 
those at work in jails, and their immediate dependents, is probably 
about 756,000. 

The mills of the Western Presidency are three times more 
numerous than those in other parts of India, and supply a very 
much larger area than Bombay. To a certain extent also the 
hand-looms contribute to markets more distaut than those of the 
neighbouring districts. Thus there is an export from Bombay of 
hand-woven cloths to Muscat, the Arabian ports, and the East 
Coast of Africa. 

About the year 1866, a desire on the part of the power-loom ~ 
manufacturers of textiles in England to improve the Indian market 
for their goods led to a survey of Indian textile manufactures 


* For the Report of the Cotton Mills of the Punjaub for 1896-97 see p. 352. 
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being undertaken by direction of the Secretary of State, who 
deputed Mr, J. Forbes Watson, F.R.A.S., Reporter on Indian 
Products to the India Office, to examine the products of the hand- 
looms ‘of India with a view to ascertaining whether any of the — 
Indian-made goods could not profitably be supplied by the power- 
loom industry of ‘Great Britain. 

Since that time, the rise of the nower-loom in India has intro- 
duced into the country the manufacture of many new descriptions 
of cloth, and threatened with extinction by means of swifter and 
cheaper methods of production the hand-weaving of certain kinds 
formerly produced in many parts ot .ne Bombay Presidency. 

The survey, however, would seem to have been far from com- 
plete, and, though of interest, is thus not sufficiently exhaustive to 
form a basis for the present account of cotton fabrics produced in 
the Presidency, even when allowance is made for the obvious effects 
of the rise of the power-loom in Western India. In dismissing it 
from further consideratiun, it will be sufficient to reproduce the 
following extract, which suggests an interesting and instructive sys- 
tem of classification for those cotton fabrics used as articles of cloth- 
ing. In discussing the different kinds of clothing in use, Mr. Watson 
writes : “The division of cotton fabrics into those intended to be worn 
as they are woven, and those which have first to be made up, is of 
interest. The tendency to adopt the latter class has, without doubt, 
made great progress under British rule. It will be noted that the 
costume of the women, namely the sari—with or without the choli 
—is the article on which the hand-looms are mainly engaged ; 
whereas the cloth for jackets, coats, and trouserings, worn by the 
less conservative sex, are manufactured almost entirely by the 
power-looms of Great Britain, assisted now to a considerable 
extent by those recently erected in this Presidency. Machine-made 
saris, both imported and of local manufacture are, it is true, in use. 
They are generally issued from the local mills in the grey state 
either as saris or printers, and are then a before being sold 
for wear. Light saris of this type are said to be gaining popularity 
among the wealthier classes. The majority of the women of the 
Presidency, however, still rely entirely on the hand-looms for their 
costume, as they have been in the habit of doing for centuries,” 

The survey of the hand industry in 1866 was concluded shortly 
after the erection of the first weaving mills in Bombay. The 
year 1865 saw 3,579 looms at work in the mills engu.ed in 
turning out coarse grey cloth. At the present moment (13897) 
there are 27,406 in working order, and numerous weaving sheds 
under construction, and in some cases the output can 
be compared with fine goods from English looms, though 
the greater portion of the cloth is still of coarse description. 
The manufacture of coarse cloth on a large scale has rendered to 
a great extent obsolete the old hand-woven lungis or mens 
garments to be found in the survey of 1866. Yet in spite of the 
fact that forty-eight weaving sheds are now engaged in turning out 
more cloth from each loom-in a day than could be woven by old 
methods in a week there still remains a large population scattered 
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throughout the Presidency who find a ready demand for the 
articles that they offer for sale in the village bazaars. Saris and 
khanas with shelas and shalus, the sole garments of the women 
throughout a large portion of the Presidency, would seem virtually 
to be a monopoly of the hand-loom, no doubt owing to the extent 
to which they are furnished with borders and ends of innumerable 
and elaborate designs. Turbans are still mainly woven by hand. 
Hand-woven cloth of the very coarsest description (dangari-or khadi 
used very largely for printing), country carpets, and tape survive 
the competition of the mill-made fabrics. for the rest the mills 
are supreme, supplying the market with an extensive list of piece 
goods such as shirtings, sheetings, long cloth, T cloth, printers, and 
coloured cloth in steadily improving qualities. Though in many 
places hand-weaving is said of recent years to have become depen- 
dent on agriculture instead of affording by itself a livelihood, there 
is considerable vitality yet in this time-honoured calling. The 
census of 1681 showed a weaving population for this Presidency 
of over £00,000. When the census of 1891 was taken the number 
of persons classed as weavers, calenderers, and dyers came to a 
very similar figure. But the system of classification seems to have 
been different in the two instances. It is therefore difficult, if 
not impossible, to draw any conclusions from the numbers 
recorded. Probably the number of persons relying solely on 
weaving for their livelihood has decreased considerably of recent 


ears, 

It is not unlikely that the further development of the mill 
industry will rather lead to a great expansion in the volume of 
cloth exports, especially in those for the newly-formed African 
markets, than to any further material reduction in the extent of 
the hand-weaving of Western India. 

The coarse staple of Indian cotton is suitable for the production 
of yarns up to 20's, and, in consequence, the Bombay mills have 
altogether ousted imported yarns up to this limit of fineness. The 
import of yarns under 24’s has practically ceased. Above 20’s 
the advantage passes by degrees to the European spinners of 
American and other long-stapled cotton, and it may be noted that 
the local manufacture of yarn over 30’s is inconsiderable. Only 
30 per cent. of the yarns produced in the Presidency exceed 20's 
count. Of this count. 6 per cent. does not surpass 30th in fine- 
ness. Attempts have been made to work with Egyptian cotton. 
Much attention has also been devoted to experiments in improving 
the staple of the indigenous article. So far the Indian cotton 
crop remains the same, and it seems extremely doubtful whether 
a recent venture of an enterprising millowner in Bombay will be 
more effectual in this direction than years of patient and laborious 
effort on the part of Government. The use of Egyptian cotton in 
a few of the mills of Bombay and Ahmedabad has resulted in 
yarn as hi-h zs 80’s count, and in the production of some cloth of 
fine texture. But it is as yet too early to judge of the financial 
success of the new departure. In the Ahmedabad mills very fine 
yarns of English manufacture are woven into fabrics of great 
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finish which should hold their own with similar goods from the 
Lancashire looms, hitherto entirely supplied by the import trade. 
But the outturn of these fine yarns and high-class fabrics is com- 
paratively insignificant. Broadly speaking, the Bombay mills are 
devoted to low count yarns and coarse cloth of the plainest de- 
scription. The latter is usually of 30’s count or under in weft, 
and 20’s or under in warp. 

It is not alone the shortness of the local staple which has kept 
manufacturers from experimenting in goods of the finer class. A 
strong inducement to adhere to the coarser goods can, no doubt, be 
traced in the financial arrangements of the majority of the milis 
whereby the agents are paid a fixed sum per pound of outturn. 
Coarse goods are produced far more rapidly than the finer counts 
and clothes, a fact of which the signification has by no means 
escaped the agents’ understanding. The result has been to restrict 
the industry very largely to the cheaper articles, and similarly to 
bring about an over-production of coarse cloth, driving down prices 
and threatening the weaker mills with financial distress, 

The coarse yarn, that is 20’s and under, finds a ready 
market in China, which annually receives nearly 80 per cent. 
of the output from the spindles in Bombay Town and 
Island. The cloth, on the other hand, sells mainly for 
Indian consumption, and meets in the same market the 
finer goods from Europe. Though a rising trade with Africa 
shows signs of relieving the pressure of competition among 
Indian looms by affording « largely increased market in 
the near future, the situation has been sufficiently critical to direct 
the attention of millowners to the introduction of improved 
methods of production, with the result that a better class of coloured 
and fancy goods is now to be met with locally in steadily 
increasing quantity. 

It may be noted with reference to the use of the Egyptian 
staple that although the cost of freight from the country 
of origin to India and to England does not differ to 
any great extent, the English mills are better equipped with 
machinery for spinning the finer counts and have an additional 
advantage in labour of a more efficient description, even allowing 
for the difference in wages; they have also a coal supply close 
at hand. The advantage does not end here. The sizing per- 
centages of English goods has not so far been approached in 
Indian methods of manufacture. The local mills can therefore 
rarely produce the finer goods at a similar range of prices. Mill- 
owners in India are, with a few exceptions, singularly averse 
to any innovation, and seldom care to experiment in new fields, 
They are readily discouraged by failures, due more to a want 
of practical knowledge on the part of the agents than to a 
mistake in venturing on the new departure. Entirely new 
machinery is entrusted to insufficiently skilled workmen, who are 
slow to Jearn and equally prejudiced against new ventures. The 
result is failure, followed by a reversion to the older methods of 
produciion. There are, however, signs of a more enterprising 
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system in the recent increase of “drop box’’ looms (viz., looms 
with several shuttles for varying the weft) and in the introduction 
of jacquard cloth. Several mills have also set up machines for 
raising the nap, producing blanketing and flannelettes of a superior 
description. 

The mills of Western India employ a paid-up capital 
of about Rs. 7,50,00,000. They consume annually some 34,00,000 
cwts. of raw cotton. The yearly outturn is about 320,000,000 Ibs 
of yarn and 10,000,000 yards of cloth. 

The cotton fabrics made in the mills are :— 

I. Grey Goods.—Chadars, chalottas, chollas, dhoties, longcloth, 

shirtings, turfals, commissariat cloth, domestics, drills and jeans, 
dorias, dangari (or khadi), jacconets, madapollams, mulls, printers, 
sail-cloth, sallas (including diupettas and uparnas), sheets, sheeting, 
striped grey cloth with grey stripes, saris, T cloth, tent cloth, 
trousering, and Zanzibar or American cloth. 
_ IL. Fancy and Coloured Goods——Blankets and blanketing, 
bed ticking, coloured cloths (including checks, susi, Calicut cloth 
cholies, charsas, cord drills, Galatea, Leheria, saris, and Thana 
cloth), striped drills and jeans, figured goods (including table cloths 
bed covers, and quilts), flannelettes, handkerchiefs, jacquard cloth, 
napkins, sheets figured and striped, or twills, striped grey cloth 
pe stripes, towels plain and Turkish. 

Ill. Hosiery. 

In, conclusion it is to be noted that the production of cotton 
fabrics in the Presidency has three sources, the mills, the hand- 
looms, and the jails. The former have been found to make almost 
all kinds of piece goods, but to restrict themselves in the main to 
fabrics of coarse texture. The hand-looms of the towns and 
villages. are employed on saris, cholis, turbans, and the coarsest 
cloth. The jails produce cloth of sound texture, but from the 
limited nature of the industry do not require an extensive market 
for their goods. It will be remembered that the cotton fabrics of 
the Presidency come into contact with an immense import of 
cotton goods mainly supplied by the looms of Lancashire. With 
regard to the cloth woven in the jails, and on the hand-looms, it 
may be asserted that the import trade is of no consideration, In 
the case of the jails the production is inconsiderable, Jail cloth, 
moreover, is only woven to occupy the time of the prisoners, and 
not as a commercial venture. 

In the case of the hand-looms the effects of competition 
from English-made goods have already been fully experienced, 
the imported fabrics having forced the hand-loom industry 
to fall back on its present class of manufactures before the. 
expansion of the local power industry commenced to take 
effect. It is more than doubtful whether there is any prospect 
of the imported goods replacing in the future the products of 
the hand-looms which have survived the competition of so 
many years. 

The imported goods stand to the locally mill-made fabrics 
on a somewhat different footing. It is beyond doubt true that 
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the mills of Bombay have driven from the Indian market 
imported grey yarns of 24’s count and under. They are at 
an advantage when compared with foreign mills from 24’s up 
to 32’s. Beyond that the imported goods hold the ascendancy. 
In cotton cloth, statistics show that for the last ten years 
the imports have fluctuated between fifteen and sixteen 
hundred million yards without showing an increase, whereas the 
exports of Indian manufactured piece goods during that period 
have increased from seventy-seven to one hundred and fourteen 
million yards, that is to say, about fifty per cent. It is true that 
the local trade in country-made piece goods does not show a 
similar development, in fact, it has progressed comparatively no 
more than the trade in imported goods. New markets such as 
have arisen recently in China and Africa account for the stimulus 
given to the local weaving mills, just as they have been the reason 
of a better trade in European piece-goods re-exported, though the 
latter have not gained to anything like the extent that the local 
mills have benefited by the increased demand. 

It would seem, therefore, that the increased production of 
the Bombay mills has tended mainly to support an export 
trade, and that the position of local and imported goods 
in the Indian market has not varied much of recent years. 
It would further appear probable that so long as the local 
manufacturers depend on low-stapled indigenous cotton, and 
are hampered by an unsound system of agency as well as by 
a disinclination to essay new methods of production, the locai 
industry will remain much as it is, producing in accordance with 
demand, coarse cloths for home consumption, and leaving the 
local market to be supplied in the finer textures mainly by the 
looms of Great Britain. The development which the industry is 
undergoing is a development chiefly for the supply of foreign 
markets. But in the fine grey dhoties of the Ahmedabad mil Iscan 
be seen a sign of progress which may tend in time to readjust 
the limits in which the home and foreign industries reign supreme. 
_ Any improvement in the home grown staple being more than 
doubtful, this change could be brought about only by an increased 
use of imported cotton or yarns, furthered, and not impeded, by a 
sounder financial system. Whether this change is to be expected 
or not, the next few years should show. It is not in any sense 
beyond the pale of probabilities. 

For the hand-looms of the Presidency there is little change 
to be anticipated. Increased demand for skilled labour in 
the weaving mills may draw to the centres of industry 
many who have been accustomed to earn their living at 
the hand-loom, and to whom the shorter hours and increased 
pay in the mills offer considerable attractions. But the few 
fabrics for which the hand-weaver still holds a reputation will 
probably continue in steady demand, and there is no reason for 
holding that the hand industry will undergo any further considerable 
reduction, either from a decrease in the number of workers, or iu 
the markets for its product, so long as the sari, choli, and turban 
are chiefly sought by the wearers from the workers of antiquity, 
the hand-loom weavers of India, 
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Article. 


34 


307 


312 
313 


314 
315 


Stereotypes, electrotypes and cellu- 
loids of newspaper columns, and 
bages for the same, composed wholly 
or partially of metal or celluloid = - 

And matrices or copper shells for the 
same - - - - - - - 

Clothes wringers for domestic use, and 
parts thereof - - - - - 

Buckles of iron, steel, brass or copper, 
of all kinds, n.o.p. (not being 

Guns, rifles, including air guns and air 
rifles not being toys, muskets, cannons 
pistols, revolvers, or other firearms ; 
cartridge cases, cartridges, primers, 
percussion caps, wade, or other 
ammunition, n.o.p.; bayonets, sworde, 
fencing foils and masks; gun or 
= covers or cases, game bags, 
oading tools and cartridge belts of 
apy material - - - 

Agate, granite or enamelled iron or 
steel hollow ware - - 

Enamelled iron or steel ware, n.e.8.; 
iron or steel |hollow-ware, plain 
black, tinned or coated ; and nickel 


hollow-ware, n.e.®.  - BY. hes 
Tinware, plain, japanned or litho- 
graphed, and all manufactures of 
tin, n.ee., and manufactures of 
galvanised sheet iron, or of galvan- 
ised sheet steel, p.o.p.- - 
Signs, of any material, framed or not ; 
and letters of any material for signs 
or similar use - - - - - 
Fire engines and fire extinguishing 
machines, including sprinklers for 
fire protection - - - 
Brass pumps of all kinds, and garden 
or lawn sprinklers - - 
Printing presses, printing machines, 
lithographic presses and type — 
making accessories therefor; fold- 
ing machines, bookbinders’ book- 
binding, ruling, embossing and paper 
cutting machines, and parts thereof - 
Sewing machines, and parts thereof - 
Steam engines, boilere, ore crushers 
and rock crushers, stamp mills, 


Cornish and belted rolls, rock drills, 


and aluminium kitchen or household 


Rate of Duty. 
Dols. Cents. 
0 0} 
0 14 
85 % ad val. 
30% 
30% 55 
35% 
30% 

25 

30% » 
35% 

30% 

10% 
30% 


q 
No. | | 
303 
4 per 
square 
inch 
” 
= 
205 
306 
= 
308 
309 
3:0 
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air compressors, cranes, derricks, Dols. Cents. 
percussion coal cutters, pump:, n.e.s., 
windmills, horse-powers, portable 
engines, threshers, separators, fodder 
or feed cutters, potato diggers, grain 
crushers, fanning mills, hay tedders, 
farm waggons, slot machines and 
type-writ:ra, and all machinery com- 
posed wholly or in part of iron or 
steel, n.0. - - 25%, ad ral, 
316 | Machine card clothing - 25% 45 

8317 Mould boards or shavez, or plough 
ge land sides, and other plates 
or agricultural implements, when 
cut to shape from rolled plates of 
steel bub not moulded, punched, 
polished or otherwise manufactured BG os 
318 Mowing machines, harvesters, self- 
binding or without binders, binding 
attachments, reapers, cultivators, 
ploughs, harrowe, horee-rake?, seed 
drills, manure spreaders, weedere, 
and malleable eprocket or link 
belting chain for bindere- 
319 | Trawls, trawling spoons, fly hooke, 
sinkers, swivels, and sportsmen’s 


fishing bait, and fish hooks, D.e.8. 4s 
820 Patterns of brass, iron, steel or otber 
metal (not being models) Delle, 30% » 


321 Manufactures, articles or wares not 

epecially enumerated or provided for, | 

composed wholly or in part of iron or | 

steel, and whether waelly or partly 

manufactured - - . 
Vehicles. 

322 | Freight waggone, dens sleighs, and | 

similar vehicles £5 % 

823 Buggies, carriages, pleasure caste, aod 

similar vehicles, n.e.s., including cut- 

ters, children’s carriages and sleds, 

and finished parts thereof, n.o.p. 35 % 

324 | Railways cars (or other cars), wheel 

bariows, trucke, road or railway 


scrapers, and hand carte- - - 20% 
3.5 and tricycles - « 
Manufactures of Wood, Cane, C ork, 
326 | Cane, reed or ratten, split or otherwise 
manufactured, n.o.p- - - 16% » 
327 Corks, and other manufactures of cork | 


wood or cork bark, n.o.p. 20 %, 
328 | Sawed boards, planks and deals, planed 
or dresscd on one or both sides, 
when the edges thereof are jointed 


| 
or tongued and grooved - ae 

329 and Timber, manufactured, 
6.8. | 20 % ” 

330 Pails ead tubs of wood ; , chursia, brooms | 

and whisks, wash beards, 
and rolling pins- - 

331 | Veneers of wood, not over three thirty- | 
seconds of an inch in thickness - Th% oy 

332 | Mouldings of wood, plain, gilded, or 
otherwise further manufactured - 


83883 |Woodpulp- - - 25 % 
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: No. Article. Rate of Duty. 
q 
Dols.C ente. 
a 334 | Manufactures of wood, n 25 % ad val. 
q 835 | Fishing-rods, and walk- 

ing-canes, of all kinds, n.e.s. - 30% » 


836 | Picture frames and photograph frames, 

of any material 30% 

337 Umbrella, paragol and sunshade sticks 

on handles, n.e.s. - 1 20°, 

338 and and metal ‘parts 95°) 
339 


reof 
Show cases of all kinds, and metal 
rts thereof - 
3 340 | Billiard tables, with or without okete, 
. and bagatelle tables or boards, cues, 
balls, cue racks, and cue tips - - 35°], 
341 Vulcanized fibre, kartavert, indurated 
fibre, and like material, and manufac- 


tures of, nes. - - 25% » 
342 | Blindsof wood, metal or othermaterial, 
not textile or paper- 30% » 


343 — office, cabinet, orstore furniture 
wood, iron, or other material, in 
pert or finished ; wire screens, wire 
oors and wire windows ; cash ‘is- 
ters ; window cornices and cornice- 
poles of all kinds; hair, spring and 
other mattresses, bolsters an pil- 
lows, including furniture springs and 


carpet sweepers - 0% » 

344 | Window shade or blind rollers - 35% yy 
Jewellery and Matorial therefor, ae. 

345 Watch cases 30% 


316 =| Clocks, watches, watch glasees, “clock 
and watch mays, and clock move- 


ments - 2% 
347 { Watch actions and movements 100% » 


348 | Precious stones, n.e.s.. polished, but 
not set, pierced or otherwise manu- 
factured, and imitations thereof - 
349 | Composition metal for the manufacture 
of jewellery and filled = watch 
Cases - ° 10 % ” 
359 | Jewellery, for the adornment of the 
og including hat pins, hair pins, 
belt or other buckles, and similar 
% personal ornamental articles com- 
“a mercially known as jewellery, n.o.p., 
and all and 
silver, n.¢.8. - 30% 
351 | Fancy writing desks, fancy cases for 
jewellery, watches, silverware, plated 
ware and cutlery ; ‘glove, handker- 
chief and collar boxes and cases, 
brush or toilet cases, and all fancy 
cazea for similar fancy articles, of any 
material, fans, dolls and toys of all 
kinds; ornaments of alabaster, spar, 
amber, terra-cotta or composition : 
statuettes and bead craaments, 
N.€.8. - 
352 Gold, silver, and eluminiom leaf, Dutch 
or ’echlag metal leaf; brocade and 
bronze powders,and gold liquid nt 53% 4 


4 
| 
| 
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Minerals. Dols. Cents. 
353 | Asbestos in any form other than crude, 
and all manufactures thereof - - 25 % ad val. 
354 | Plumbago, not ground or otherwise 
manufactured - 


855 | Plumbago, manufactures of, 

n.¢.8.,and foundry acings of all kinds 

Musical Instruments. 25 % 

Pianofortes,organs, and musical instru- 
356 ments of allkinds - 


Braes-band instruments, 8 of piano- 30 ” 
857 fortes, and parts of pat - * 
(Musical Instrument cases shall be 23% » 


dutiable at the same rate as their 
contents, when imported csahelaing 
the instruments), - 

Textiles, Hats, Furs, 
358 | Cotton batts, batting, and sheet wad- 
ding, cottoa warps and 


ed or not, n.e.8.  - 25% 

859 oaon fabrics, white or gray, bleached 
or unbleached, n.o.p. - 

360 | Cotton fabrics, peated, dyed or 
coloured, n.o.p. 35% 


361 Damask of linen, otair linen, diaper, 
napkins, doylies, table and tray 
cloths, sheets, quilts, towels and like 
articles of linen or cotton, or of linen ‘ 
and cotton or 
not, n.0.p. 80% 
362 | Embroideries, n.c.s., 
fringes, cords, elastic, =< or flat ; 
garter elastic, tassels and bracelets, 
n.0.p., braids, chains, cords, or other 
manufactures of hair, n.e.s.; hand- 
kerchiefs of all kinds; lace collars 
and all similar lace goods; lace nets, 
and nettings of cotton, linen, silk or 
other material; shams, curtains, when 
made up, trimmed or untrimmed ; 
regalia, badges and belts of all kinde, 
N.0.p. ; silk and cotton cloth- 
ing, and all other articles made up 
by the seamstress from linen or cot- 
ton fabrics, n.o.p., corsets of all kinds, 
corset clas pe, buske, blanks and steele, 
wires, cut to 
engths, ti or untipped 35 
363 White pon embroideries - 25 
364 Jeans, sateens and coutils, when im- 
ported by corset and dress stay 
makers for use in the manufacture 


of such articles in their own factories yy 
365 | Collars and cuffs of cotton, linen, a? 

nite, xyolite or - - wy i, 
366 | Shirts of any material, and ladies’ or 

nurees’ blousee and shirt - 
367 | Crapes, black cay 
368 | Velvets, velveteens, silk velvets, plash 

and silk fabrica- - 


369 Ribbons of all kinds and metditals, ond 
manufactures of silk, or of which 


silk is the component part chief 
value, n.e.8. - 85 % 
370 | Cotton sewing thread hanks, ‘three 
and six © 6% 
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Article. 


379 


385 


8 88 


Cotton sewing thread and crochet 
cotton, on spools or tubes or in balls, 
and all other cotton threails, nes. - 

Silk in the gum, or spun, not more 
edvanced than singles, tram and 
thrown organzine, not coloured - 

Sewing and embroidery silk, and silk 
twist - - 

Jate cloth, uncoloured, not. otherwiee 
finished than bleached or calendered 

Horse clothing of jute, shaped or other. 
wise manufactured - - 

All manufactures of hemp, flax or jute, 
n.e.8., or of flax, and com- 
bined - 

Bags or sacks of hemp, linen or jute, 
and cotton seamless bags- = - 

Felt, pressed, of all kinde, not filled or 
covered by or with —e woven fabric 

Hair cloth, of all kinds . - 

Sails for boate and ships - 

Clothe, n<t rubbered or made water - 
proof, whether of wool, cotton, 
unions, silk or ramie, sixty inches 
or over in width, and weighing not 
more than seven ounces to the square 
yard, when imported exclusively for 
the manufacture of mackintosh 
clothing, under regulations to be 
adopted by the Governor in Council - 

paubens, lain or covered, in coils 

Stockinettes, for the manufacture of 
rubber boots and shoer, when 
imported by manufacturers of rubber 
boots and shoes, for use exclusively 
in the manufacture thereof = their 
own factories - - 

Cotton duck, gray or white, n.e.s. - 

Oiled silk and oiled cloth, and tape or 
other flocked 
or coated, n 

Womens’ at ‘children's dress goods, 
coat linings, italian cloths, alpacas, 
orleane, cashmeres, henriettas, serges. 
bindings, nun’s cloth, bengalines, 
cords, twills, plains or 

acquards, of similar fabrics com- 

wholly or in wool, 

posed the of al 
goat, or like animal, not opastlinn: 
in weight six ounces to the square 
yard, when imported in the gray ~ 
unfinished state for the pur 
being dyed or finished in — 
under such regulations as are 
established by the Governorin Council 

Socks and stockings ofallkinds- - 

Knitted goods, n.e.s., under shirts, and 
drawers and hosiery of all kinds n.e.s. 

— of all kinds ; railway or travel- 

rugs and lap dusters of all kinds 

Wook viz :—Lecicester, Cotswold, 

South Down, combing 
wools or wools known as lustre wools 
and other like combing wools, such 


asare growninCanada - -. per lb. 


Rate of Duty. 


Dols. Cents. 
25 % ad val. 


» 
80% 


No. | — | 
4 
372 
| 373 | 
374 | 
375 
| 
25% » 
a 377 | 20 
% 
878 ” 
= 30% 5, 
380 
381 
1% 
20% ” 
384 24% 
|_| 
30 °/, 
3&6 
25 % ” 
,, 
85% 5, 
30% ,, 
0 3 
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391 Worsted tops made from such wools as Dols. Cents 

are meationed in the next greseting 

item - : - 15 % ad vat, 

392 | Yarns, woollen ond worsted, nes, - 

393 | Yarns, composed whoily or in part of 

wool, worsted, the hair of the alpaca, 

goat or like animal, costing t irty 

cents | ped pound and. over, when im- 

orted on the cop or tube or in the 
ank by manufacturers of woollen 

goods for use in their own products - 20% 5, 

394 Fabrics, manufactures, wearing ap- 
parel and ready-made clothing, com- 
posed wholly or in part of wool, wor- 
sted, the hair of the alpaca, goat or 
other like animal, n.e.s.; blankets, 
bed-comforters or counterpanes, flan- 
nels, cloths, doe-skins, cassimeéres, 
tweeds, coatings, and 
felt cloth, n.e.s. - 35% 

Mate, door or carriage, n.e.s. - 85% 

Carpeting, rugs, mate, and matting of 
cocoa, straw, hemp, or jute, enayet 
linings, and stair 

Tarkish or imitation Turkish or ‘other 
rugs or carpets, and carpets, n.e.s. - 85% 3 

Enamelled carriage, floor, shelf, and 
table oilcloth, linoleum, and cork 
matting or carpets - - - 80% » 

Window shades in the piece, or cub and 
hemmed, or mounted on rollers, n.e.s. 8% » 

Webbing, elastic and non-elastic- 20% 

Umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades of 
all kinds and materials - 3% » 

Gloves and mitts of allkinds = - 

Hats, caps, and bonnets, n.e.s., and hat, 
cap, and bonnet shapes - = - 

Braces or snspen ders, and motel parts 
thereof - 

Boot, shoe,and stay laces of any material 

Far skins, wholly or partially dressed 

Caps, hats, muffs, tippets, capes, coats, 
cloake, and other manatagtaces of 
fur, n.o.p. - - 

Church vestments of any material - 

Sundries. 

Ships and other vessels, built in any 
foreign country, whether steam or 
sailing vezsels, on application for 
Canadian register, on the fair market 
value of the hull, rigging, machinery, 
and appurtenances, on the hull, 
rigging, and all ex- 
cept machinety 

On the boilers, eteam engines, 
and other machinery’ - 25 % 

410 | Canoas, skiffs, or open pleasare sail- 

: boats, of any material 2% ,, 

411 | Canvas, and sail twine of ‘hemp and 
flax, when to be used for bonte’ ond 

412 | Blasting and minin powder - - per lb. 0 2 

413 | Cannon, musket, rifle, gan, and sport- 

ing powder, and canister powder - ,, 0 


38 


S & 


888 8 
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ak 


8 
Se 
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q 414 | Nitro-glycerine, giant powder, nitro Dols. Cente. 
: and other explosives - - per Ib. 0 3 

415 Glycerine, when imported by manufac- 
turers of explosives, for use in the 
i manufacture thereof in their own 


factories - 10 % ad val. 
416 Lay oes, fire-crackers, and fireworks 
all kinds ... 25% 
417 Fertilisers, compounded or manufac- 
= « « 10% 
418 Lamp wicks - - - - - 3% » 
419 | Photographic dry plates ye 30% 4 
420 | Emery wheels and manufactures of 
emery - 235% , 
421 | Lead pencils, pens, penholders, and 
rulers of allkinds - 6% ., 


422 | Magic lanterns and slides therefor, 
photographic, mathe- 
: matical, and optical instruments, 
N.€.8., cyclometers and psdomsters, 
and tape lines of any mu:erial - 2% » 
423 | Tobacco pipes of all kinds, pipe 
mounts, cigar and cigarette cases, 
cigar and cigarette holders, and 
cases for the same, smokers’ sets and 
cases therefor and tobacco pouches 35% 
424 Trunks, valises, hat boxes, carpet bage, 
tool bags or baskets, satchels, 
reticules, musical ins‘. u..ent cases, 
purses, portmanteaus, pocket-books, 
fly-books, and parts thereof, n. 
and baskets of all kinds - 80% ,, 
425 | Frames, clasps and fasteners for parses 
and chatelaine bage or reticules nob 
more than seven inches in width, 
when imported by manufacturers of 
purses and chatelaine bags and 
reticules, for use in the manufacture 
thereof in their own factories - - . 20% ,, 
426 Buttons, viz.: Pantaloon buttons 
of satel, and shoe buttons, 
n.6 25 % ” 
Renone of all kinds, covered or not, 
n.o.p., including recognition buttons 
and cuff or collar buttons (oot being 


jewellery - - 35 9 
427 | Combs for dress or toilet, including odd 
: mane combs, of all kinds - 35% =, 
428 | Brushes, of 9% 
429 Hair, curled or dyed - - - - 0% °° 
480 | Artificial flowers 25 %, 
431 Twine and cordage of ‘all kinds, n.€.8. 25 % ‘ 
432 Rove, when imported for the manu- : 

facture of twine for harvest bioders . aa 


433 Binders’ twine, or twine for harvest- 
binders of hemp, jute, manilla, or 
sisal, and of manilla and sisal mixed, 
until first J anuary 1898 - 10 % 
e after first J anuary 1898 Free’ 
434 | Hammocks, lawn-tennis-nets, sports- 
men’s fish — and other articles 
manufactured of twine, n.o.p. - - 
Sugar, Syrups, and Molasses. 
435 All sugar above number sixteen, Dutch 


q 
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standard in colour, and all refined Dols. Cents. 
sugars of whatever kinds, grades or 
standards - per lb. 0 1 


436 Sugar, n.e.s., nob above number sixteen, 
Datch standard in colour, sugar 
drainings, or pumpings drained in 
transit, ma'ado or concentrated 
malado, tank bottoms and sugar con- 
crete, (the usual packages in which 
imported to be free) - - - — 0 O% 
437 Glucose or grape sugar, glucose syrup 
and corn syrup, or any syrups con- 
taining any admixture thereof - - 0 0} 
438 Sugar-candy, brown or white, and 
confectionery, including sweetened 
.gums, candied peel and pop-corn - _,, Of 
and 35 % ad. val. 
439 | Maple sugar, and maple syrup - 20% » 
440 | Syrups and molasses of all kinds, n.o.p., 
the product of the sugar cane or beet, 
n.e.s., and all imitations thereof or 
substitutes therefor - - -  ~- per lb. Of 
411 Molasses produced in the process of 
the manufacture of cane sugar from 
the juice of the cane without any 
admixture with any otheringredient, 
when imported in the original pack- 
age in which it was placed at the 
point of production and not after- 
wards subjected to any process of 
treating or mixing, the package in 
=— imported, when of wood, to be 


ree - - - 7 - 
(a) Teating by polariscope forty 
degreesorover - - per gall, 

(6) Waen testing by polariscops 
less than forty degrees and not 
lessthanthirty-fivedegrees - ,, 1} 

And in addition thereto, one cent per 
gallon for each degree or fraction of 

a degree less than forty degrees - 
Tobacco, and Manufactures of. 

442 | Cigars and cigarettes, the weight of 
the cigarettes to include the weight 


of the paper covering - - ~- per lb. 3 0 
and 25 % ad val. 
443 Cut tobacco - - - 0 55 
444 Manufactured tobacco, n.e.s.,anisnuff ,, 0 50 


415 Foreign leaf raw tobacco, unstemmed, 
unmanufactured, for excise purposes, 
under conditions of the Inland 
Revenue Act, after 30sh June, 1897 
(to be computed on the weight when 
ex-warehoused) - 0 10 
4416 | Foreign raw leaf tobacco, stemmed, 
uomanufactured, for excise purposes, 
under conditions of the Inland 
Revenue Act after 30th June, 1897 
(to be computed on the weight when 
ex-warehoused) - - 
417 | All goods not enumrated in this Act 
as subject to any other rate of duty, 
nor declared free of duty by this Act, 
and nct being goods the importation 
thereor ie by this Act or any other 
Act prchbited- - - - 
(To be continued.) 


20 % ad val. 
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The Board of Trade have received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope a copy of an Act to amend the Customs 
Union Tariff Act of 1889, and to effect certain other alterations 
in the Customs Law of the Cape of Good Hope. This Act, which 
was assented to on the 18th June, and came into force on the 
Ist July Jast, reads as follows :— 

1. In lieu of the duties imposed by Schedule A attached to the 
Customs Union Tariff Act of 1889, there shall be raised, levied 
and collected and paid upon the goods, wares or merchandise 
imported and brought into this Colony the duties as set forth in 
Schedule A (Classes I. III. and IV.) hereunto annexed. 

2. ‘The goods, wares and merchandise mentioned in Class IT. 
of the said Schedule A shall, subject to the provisions in the next 
succeeding section, be admitted into this Colony free of duty. 

3. A duty of customs shall be levied and imposed upon spirits 
distilled from the produce of and in any State, Colony or Territory 
within the Union, when imported into this Colony, which duty 
shall be equivalent to the duty imposed by way of excise according 
to the law of this Colony, at the time of such importation, upon 
the spirits of the like class here distilled, provided that if any 
excise duty on any spirits so imported shall in manner provided by 
Customs Regulations be proved to have been lawfully paid else- 
where within the Union, the duty of customs by this section levied 
and imposed shall be reduced by the amount of such excise duty 
so paid elsewhere. 

4. Section six of the Customs Union Tariff Act of 1889, shall 
be and the same is hereby repealed, and the following is substi- 
tuted: Whenever any goods imported or warehoused on importa- 
tion into this Colony shall be removed overland to and for 
consnmption in any Colony, State or Territory within the 
Customs Union, there shall be payable to the Government of such 
Colony, State or Territory 85 per cent. of the Customs Union duties 
collected under this Act on the said goods. 

5. Section nine of the Customs Union Tariff Act of 1889 shall 
be and the same is hereby repealed. 

6. The British Bechuanalend Proclamation No. 93 of the 1st 
December, 1890, and the regulation made thereunder, Proclamations 
Nos. 107 of the 8th May, 1891, 125 of the 21st December, 1891, 
and 143 of the 24th March, 1892, and any other Proclamations 
repugnant to or inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, are 
hereby repealed, and from and after the taking effect of this Act 
the Customs Act of 1872, and all other laws relating to the 
Customs of this Colony shall be of full force and effect in that 
portion of the Colony recently annexed to it, and known as British 
Bechuanaland: but nothing in this Act shall be deemed to 
invalidate or to alter the conditions of any bond given under the 
laws heretofore relating to the Customs in British Bechuanaland, 
but every such bond shall remain in force as if such Act had not 


been passed 


| 

| 
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7. Any person contravening any of the rules and regulations 
made by the Collector or other Principal Officer of Customs ui der 
authority of Act No. 10 of 1872 shall forfeit the sum of five 
pounds sterling for each offence. 

8. Section three of Act No. 6 of 1895 shall be and the same 
is hereby repealed, and the following is substituted: For the pur- 
poses of the twenty-sixth section of the Customs Act of 1872, and of 
the declaration and oaths thereby required to be made, the current 
value of any goods the duties on which are imposed ad valorem or 
according to the value thereof shall be taken to be the true current 
value in the open market for such goods at the place of purchase 
by the importer or his agent, including the cost of packing and 
packages; but not including agent’s commission if it does not 
exceed five per cent.: provided that in no ease shall the “true 
current value” as above defined be less than the cost of the goods 
to the importer at the place of purchase. 

9. Any Act or so much of any Act as may be repugnant to or 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act shall be and the same 
is hereby revealed. 

10. Tiis Act may be cited for all purposes as the Customs 
Amendment Act, 1897, and shall come into force upon a date to 
be named by the Governor by Proclamation in the Gazette. 


SCHEDULE A. 
Cuass I.—Specrau RatEs. 


No. Article. Rate. 


1 Ale, beer and cider: all kinds of - £. 2. d. 
strength exce:ding 2 per cent. 
of proof spirit (a) in vessels of 
not greater content than one 


Imperi+l quard—- - per imp. gal. eo 6 
In cther versal, bell or 
wood 
2 Acetic Acid ” 
3 Bead, known as beads” per lb. 8 
4 Blasting compounds: including 
all kinds of explosives suitable 
and intended for blaeting, and 
not suitable for use in fire- 
5 Butter, butterine, margarine, 
ghee and other substitutes for 
butter - - - - 0 8 
6 Candes - - - - ” 
Cement - - - - per 100 Ibs. 0 6 
8 Cheese - - per Ib 0 0 8 
Chicory and other substitutes 
for coffee- = - - per 100 Ibs, 016 8 
10 | Ccffee; (a)raw- - ” 3g 
(b) roasted, ground and 
mixed - ie 0 16 8 
ll Cocoa and Chocolate : plain ur- | 
tweetened == per lb. | 
{ 


12 Cocoa. Chocolate, or collet: and- 
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Article. 


16 


18 


24 


26 


Condensed, and desiccated milk 
orcream- - - 
Coale, Coke and patent fuel - 
Confectionery : including honey, 
jams, jellies, preserves, sweet- 


meatr, candied or preserved 


ginger and chow chow ; and 
all other kinds compounded, 
made or preserved with sugar, 
but not including furely 
medicinal preparationr pro- 
perly classed as 
ware - 

Corn and Grain, viz. : Barley, 
ma ze, oats, rye, wheat, beans 
and peas: in the raw state - 

Dates - 

Fish : cured, dried, pickled, pre- 


served, reseed or smoked, not 


being o South African catch- 


ing 
Flour,” wheaten or whesten meal 


Fruits, preserved, of all kinds, 
bottled, tinned, or otherwise 


preserved, including pulp and 
1 


candied pee’ 
Fruit, dried, of all kinds, tacled- 
ing almonds and nuts - 
Ginger: greenanddry - 
Gunpowder and other explosives 
suitable for use in firearms - 
(and 9 per cent, ad val. in 
addition). 
Guns and Gun barrels: Firearms 
(a) single - 


(6) and other - 


(and in either case 10 per cent. 
ad val. in addition). 

Meats: cooked. dried, fresh, 
frozen, pressed, pickled, salted, 
smoked or otherwise cured or 
preserved, including lard, fats 
and other similar eubstances 
and soups, but not extracts 
or essences - - 

Matches : (a) wooden : in boxes 
or packages of not more than 


100matches - - pergrossofboxes 
or packages 


In boxes containing more than 
100 but not more than 200 
matches - 

And for every “additional 100 
matches in boxes or packages 


(b) Fuzees, Vestas or wax 
matches, cr other patent lights 
used as such : 

{In boxes or packages con- 


taining not more than 50 pergroes ofboxes 
or ;ackag es, 


In boxes or packages of 
more than 50 but not 
more than 100 - 


per 100 lbe. 
per ton 


rer 1C0 Ibs. 


per lb. 
per 100 lbs. 


per bairel 


per Ib. 


p’r gross of 
100 matches. 


[Sept. 1897, 
Rate. 

0 4 2 
018 9 
3 0 
4'°2 
83 
0 5 O 
018 9 
8 
0 O 6 
2.0 
015 
o 2 0 
0 4 

2 0 
o 82 0 
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No. 


Article, 


Rate. 


27 
28 


And for every 50 additional 


in the boxes or packages - per gross of 50 


Males and Geldingz - - 
Ochre (commonly known as 
“ Kaffir Ochre ”’) 


matches. 
each. 


per 100 Ibs. 


Oils (a) paraffin and kerosene - per imp. gal. 


(0) anthracene, brick, coal or 
gas-tar, cocoanut, 
seed, hemp eeed, 
and palm Pale 
and any other kinds, 
being in a crude and un- 
refined state, for making 
antifriction grease, 
candles or soap, or burn- 
ing as fuel in oil engines, 
not including fishoil - 

(c) essential and perfumed - 

(d)other than above, _in- 

cluding fishoil - - - 
Picks and hoes (Kaffir) - - 
Pickles, sauces, chutneys, 
chillies, and other condiments 
Pistols and revolvers - - 
Rice and in the grain 
Salt, Rock 
Salt, common: not ineluding 
refined or table salt = - 
Soap, not including toilet soaps 
and soap aes end ex- 
tracts - 
Spices 


Spirits (a) perfumed - - = per imp. ‘gal. 


» (6) Liqueurs and cordials 
exceeding two per 
cent. of proof spirit - 

a (c) other sorte, exceeding 

two per cent., but 
not exceeding the 
of proof 
by Sykes’ Hydrome- 
ter, and so on in 
proportion for any 
greater strength - 
» Spirits distilled from 
the produce of and 
within the Union 
of a class upon 
which by way of 
excise a duty is im- 
posed or levied in 
this Colony, unless 
it be proved that a 
like duty of not less 
amount has been 
paid elsewhere 
within the Union 
in respect of the 
Spirits so imported, 
not exceeding the 
atrength of proof by 
Sykes’ Hydrometer, 
and so on in pro- 


ad val. 


per gal. 


per 100 lbs. 
r lb. 


co Of 
on 


8s 


oc 
OF 


oor 


ef 
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31 
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32 
2 per 100 Ibs. 
per ton, 
35 
36 
38 
015 O 
” 015 #O 
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Article. 


Rate. 


47 


48 
49 


0 8 6 
(Nore.—Wine exceeding 50 per cent. of the proof spirit, tg be classed as spirite,) 
50 


portion for any 


greater strength - per imp. gal. 


Provided that, if such a duty 
shall have so been paid else- 
where within the Union, but 
of less amount, then there may 
be by law imposed or levied 
upon such spirits when im- 
ported, a duty of Customs not 
greater than the differencs 
between the Excise Duty here 
. gally imposed or levied on 
irits of the same class and 
t e duty of less amount which 
has been £0 paid elsewhere. 
Sugar:(a@) The produce of tke 
cane, not refined, 
golden syrup, 
and 
treac! - per 100 lbe. 
(b) Not mz ‘and all re- 
fined sugars - - 
Tamarinds and turmeric - perlb. 
Tallow - per 100 Ibe. 
Tea - - per Jb. 
Tobacco: and ‘cigarillos 
(and in = ition 10 % 2d val.) 
- per Ib. 
Cigaretios 
weight) - 
(a) anuafactured 


and c 
(0) 
uncut - 
(c) not manufactured 
butstemmed 
(d) vot manufactured 
and unstemmed 
seaf- 
Vinegar: of standard strength, 
fit for immediate use as such 
(i.e, requiring no more than 
grains of bi-carbonate of 
potash to neutralise one ounce 
troy) 
(a) in bottles or other 
vessels of the capacity 
of not more than one i 
imperial quart - - perim 
(b) do., do., larger 
or in bulk - me 
(c) concentrated extract or 
essence, of greater 
strength than above - 
Vegetab‘es : pickled, pressed or 
otherwise preserved - ~- _ per lb. 
Wine: exceeding 2 per cent. 
but not more than 50 per cent. 
of proof spirit 
(a) notin wood - -  ~- perimp.gal. 
(and in addition 10 per cent. 
ad val). 
(b) in wood 


- 


Wood (a2) unmanufactured 
(other than 
(6) planed or 
(othe than - 


- per cubic foot. 


£a da 
The rate of excise 
imposed on 
similar spirits 
manufactured in 
this Colony. 


noo 


ig 
No. | | 
| 
39 
40 
41 
42 
| 43 
4t 
45 
46 
0 2 0 
= 
0 1 0 
0 0 6 
0 8 0 
| 0 0 2 
0 8 6 
| 00 4 
0 0 3 
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CLASS II.—Free. 


No. 


Article. 


52 


The following articles ehall be exempted from payment of Customs Duties 
on importation :— 

Agricultural implements and rachinery, end all apparatus and plant 
usually and principally employed in farmirg operatione. 

All raw produce of Sonth Africa imported overland. 

All articles grown, prcduced, or manufactured within the Union, and 
brought across sny inland border of any State, Colony or Territory 
belonging to the Union, except: 

(a) Flour, wheaten or wheaten meal manufactured from ccher than 
South African wheat ; 

(6) Spirits di-tilled from the produce of and within the Union of a class 
upon which, by way of exc’se, a duty may at the time of importa- 
tion into such State, Colony or Territory be by its law imposed or 
levied, unless it be proved that a like duty of not less amount has 
been ~y elsewhere within the Union in respect of the spirits so 
imported : 

rovided that, if such a duty shall have so been raid elsewhere 
within the Union, but of lees amount, then there may be by law 
imposed or levied upon such spirite, when imported, a duty of 
Cu-toms not greater than the difference between the Exciee Duty 
here legally imposed or levied on spirits of the eame class and the 
duty of leas amount which has been ro paid elsewhere. 

Ambulance materials imported by recognised associations, corps or 
hospitals lawfully established for instruction or drill in first aid to the 
wounded. 

Anchors and chain cables fcr the use of ships, tugs or lighters. 

Animals, living, except mules and geldings. 

Arms. ammunition, appointments and uniforms for the regular military, 
naval or volunteer, Imperial or Colonial forces of Her Majesty, or for 
similar or burgher forces of any Government belonging to the Union. 

Asbestos packing and boiler composition. 

Atlases, charts, globes and map3. 

Bags (jute) for grain, wool, coal and other minerals, and jute bagging 
and sacking in the piece. 

Bands and belting of all kinds for driving ree binding twine 
(barvest yarn), boiler tubes, bolting cloth and mill silk. 

Band inetruments and stands the bona fide property of any Governmend 
belonging to the Union, or of a regular military or volunteer corps, and 
not the property of individuals. 

Bones, feathers, ivory, hair, hoofs, horns, shells, skins, teeth, wool, and 
other parts of animals, birds, fishes or reptiles not being manufactured, 
polished or further | a vega then dried and cleaned, but in their raw 
and unmanufactured state, 

Bookbinders’ requisites, consisting of boards, cloth, lather, skin, thread, 
tape, vellum and webbing. 

Books and music, printed, including newspapers and periodicals, not 
being foreign unauthorised prints of any Brit‘sh or South African copy- 
right work. 

Bottles and jars of common g’ass: empty or imported full of any article 
liable to a rated duty, and bottles, empty, commonly used for aerated 
waters. 

Boxes, empty, cardboard, and wooden, put together or in piece (shooks) 
for packing. 

Brags and copper and composition metal in bars, ingots, plates and sheets : 
plain, including perforated, but otherwise unmanufactured. 

Bullion, coin or specie. ; 

Carriages, carts, wagons and other wheeled vehiclee, the manufacture of 
South Africa, imported overland. 

Church decorations, altars, lecterns, pulpite, organs, plate or vestments, 
and illuminated windows imported by, or for presentation to, any 
religious body. 

Choir, candle-wick, cotton (raw or waste), flax, fibre, flock, felt, hemp, and 


jute, being in their raw or unmanvfactured etate. 


| 
51 
= 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
6) 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
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No. Article. 

73 |Consular uniforms and appointments and printed official Consular 
stationery. 

74 |Cork dust, paper thavings, sawdust, husks and other waste substancea, 
intended and suitable for use only as packing material. 

75 | Corks and bungs, ordinary. 

76 |Cups and medals imported for presentation or presented as priz2s at 
examinations exhibitions, shows or other public competitions for 
excellence in art, bravery, good conduct, humanity, industry, invention, 
manufactories, learning, science, skill or sport, or for honourable or 
meritorious public services : provided that such articles shall on importa- 
tion or delivery free from the Customs, bear engraved or otherwise 
indelibly marked on them the name of the presenter or precentece and 
the occasion or purpose for which presented. 

77 | Diagrams, designs, drawings, models and plans, 

78 | Diamonds and other gems or precious stones in their rough state. 

79 | Dye nuts, gambier, myrobalans, sumach, valonia and other dye staff in 
bulk: for leather. 

80 capeiae. lithographs and photographe, and enlaryements or repro- 

; uctions of the same. 

81 | Fire escapes and fire hose and hose reels. 

82 | Fireclay, terraalba, and fire bricks. 

83 | Fish, fresh, and fish ova; also dried, cured or ealted fish axd raw fish oil 
of South African catching. 

84 | Flowers of sulphur and other substances (in bulk), suitable for destroyir g 
diseases in animals, plants or trees. 

85 | Fruit, fresh or green, including cocoanuts. 

86 | Fruit and other produce, driers or evaporators of. 

87 | Glue. 

88 |Guano and other substances, animal mineral or vegetable, artificial or 
natural, suitable for use as fertilisers or manures. 

89 | Hair cloth and eprings for furniture. 

90 | Ice. 

91 | Iron and steel: angle, bar, channel, hoop, rod, plate, sheet cr T; plain, 
ircluding perforated and guilvanized; rough and unmanufactured ; 
not including corrugated sheets. 

92 | Leed: bar, pipe and sheet. 

93 | Leather: patent, enamelled, roan and morocco and pig sk‘n, in the 
piece : for boote, shoes, harness, eaddlery, cart trimming and other 
leather manufactures. 

94 | Life boats, belts and buoys and other life-saving apparatus imported 
by any recognised society. 

95 | Machinery fitted to be driven by cattle, electricity, gas, heat, hydraulic 
pneumatic, steam, water or wind power, including spare paris; and 
apparatus and appliances used in connection with the gererating and 
storing of electricity or coal gas, but not including electric cable or 
wire or the posts for carrying the same, and not iocluding gas pipes, 
lamp posts, or lamps or their fittings. 

96 | Metal of all sorts in bars, blocks, ingots, and pigs, for foundiog, not 
elsewhere described. 

97 | Mining buckets, skips, trucks and tubs: wheeled or otherwise: for 
hauling minerals or ores on rails or wires. 

98 | Packing or lagging for engines and machinery. 

99 | Paper tor printing books, pamphlets, newspapers and posters or for 
lithographic purposes. 

100 | Paintings, pictures, picture books and etchings. 

101 | Pipes, piping and tubes of earthenware or metal of all kinds for 
drairage, sewage, irrigation, water supply or pumping. 

102 | Potash and soda, carbonate, bicarbonate, caustic, crystals and silicate 
(in bulk). 

103 | Printing and lithographic inks. 

104 | Printing, lithographing, paper cutting, folding, numbering and _per- 


forating machines or pressef, blocks, forme, fonter, plates, rollers, 
stones and type; and other apparatus suitable only for use in the 
bookbinding or printing industries. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
H 
j 
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Article. 


106 


Public Stores, imported or taken out of bond by, and bona jfide for the 
sole and exclusive use of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty 
or the Government of any Colony, State or Territory belonging to 
the Union, provided that a certificate be delivered to the Customs 
given under the hand of a principal Imperial Military, Naval, Civil, 
Commissariat or Ordoance Secretary or Officer, or urder the hand of 
a Secretary to the Government within the Union, setting forth that 
any duty levied on such public stores would be borne directly by the 
Treasury of his Government: and provided, further, that no portions 
of such sto-es, used or unueed, shall be sold or otherwise disposed of 
80 as to come into the possession of or into consumption by any party 
not legally entitled to import the same free of duty, until the inten- 
tion so to sell or dispose of the stores shall have bee : notified to the 
principal Officer of Customs in the Colony, State or Territory where 
they were first imported, to whom the duty leviable according to the 
tariff then in force shall be paid by the Government ¢eelling or 
disposing of the stores. 

Railway construction or equipment requisites, such to mean the fol- 
lowing: Rails, sleepers, fastenings for rails or sleepers, girders, iron 
bridge work, culvert tops, locomotives, tenders, ballast trucks, goods 
waggons, carriages, trolleys, engine water tanks, turntables, and 

. permanent or fixed signals, 

Rattans, cane and bamboo manufactured. 

Resin and carbonate of ammonia. 

Saddle Trees. 

School furniture and requisites: being all articles certified by the 
Superintendent-General of Education in the Cape Colony, or any 
official appointed for that purpose in any other Colony, State, or 
Territory in the Union, to be for use in any public school. 

Ssulpture, including casts or models of sculpture. 

Seeds, bulbs, plants and tubers for panies or sowing only, under such 
regulations as regards edible kinds as the Customs authorities may 
impose to safeguard the revenue against diversion into ordinary 
consumption. 

Sheep dip, sheep dipping powder, materials suitable only for dip, and 
dipping tanks. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history. 

Sprayers and sprinklere and other apparatus for destroying diseases in 
plants or trees. 

Staves. 

Steam launches, tugs and lighters: prov'ded that when condemned or 
landed to be broken up, duty ehall be paid ab the Customs on the 
hull and all fittings according to the tariff that may then be in force. 

Thread ; for the use of boot and shoemakers, saddlers and sailmakere. 

Tin and zinc: bar, plate or sheet, plain or perforated, but otherwise 
unmanufactured. 

Telegraphs: materials for use in construction of telegraph lines. 

Tobacco, the produce of South Africa, imported overland. ~~ 

Tramway construction requisitee, such to mean the following :—Rails, 
sleepers, fastenings for rails or sleepers, iron gates, girders, iron 

bridge work and culvert tops. 

Vaccine virus and toxin. 

Vegetables, fresh and green, but not including potatoes and onions. - 

Water-boring apparatus. . 

Wine presses and wine pumps. 

Winer, spirits and beer imported direct or taken out of bond by and for 
the sole use of commissioned officers serving on full pay in the regular 
military or naval forces of Her Britannic Majesty, subject to such 
regulations as the Customs may make for the due protection of the 
revenue, provided that if any such liquors shall be sold or otherwise 
disposed of to or for consumption by any other person not legally 


entitled to import the same free of duty, without the duty being first 
paid thereon to the Customs according to the tariff then in force, then 
they shall be forfeited, and the parties knowingly disposing of such 
liquors, or into whose pogsession the same shall knowingly come, 
shall be liable to such penalties as may be prescribed by law. 


No. | 
105 
107 
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No. Article. 


128 Wool, straw, hay and forage presses. 

129 | Wire and wire-netting for fencing: droppers, gates, hurdles, posts, 
standards, strainers, stapler, stiles, windere, and other materials or 
fastenings of metal ordinarily used for agricultural or railway 
fencing. 

130 | Wire rope. 


CLASS III. GrEnera.: Ad valorem 9 per cent. 

131 | All Gocde, wares or merchandise not ¢lsewhere charged with duty and 
not enumerated in the Free List, and not srobibited to be imported 
into the Union, sball be liable to a duty ct 9 per cent. ad valorem. 


CLASS IV. SprciaL; Ad valorem 20 per cent. 
The ene articles shall be liable to a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem :— 
132 Bonbons, surprise packets, crackers, and other fancy confectionery in 
paper and other packets (gross goods). 
133 Carde, playing. 
134 Carriages, carts, coaches, wagons, store trucks and barrows, and all 
other wheeled vehicles intended for the conveyance of persons or 
goods, including finished or fashioned parts thereof, not being metal 
parts not usually made in the Union, but required in the manufacture 
of wheeled vehicles therein ; but not including bath chairs, perambu- 
latore, toy carts, bicycles, tricycles or velocipedes. 
135. | Extracts and essences of all kinds used as food, flavouring or per- 
fumery, including saccharine. 
136 | Fireworks of all descriptione. 
137 | Patent and proprietary chemicals, drugs or medicines, and all medi- 
cated foode. 
138 | Perfumery, cosmetics, powders and soap or other preparations for toilet 
use, and soap powders and extracts. 
139 Soup, concentrated or desiccated. 
140 Goods re:mported into the Union after alteration, repair or renovation 
eleewhere: (if duly registered at the Customs on exportation for those 
purposes and identified by the Customs) on the cost of alteratior, 
repair or renovation alone. 


GOVERNMENT Norice.—No. 534, 1897. 


Under and by virtue of Section 5 of the Customs Union Tariff 
Act No. 1 of 1889, His Excellency the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Executive Council, has directed it to be notitied 
that from and after the first day of July, 1897, Government 
Notices No. 1065 of the 27th October, 1896, and No. 219 of the 
8th March, 1897, shall be cancelled, and that on and after that 
date, Rebate of Customs Duty, to the extent shown in the Schedule 
hereunto annexed, shall be allowed on Goods Imported or Ware- 
housed on Importation into this Colony, whenever such goods 
shall be removed overland to any Colony, State or Territory out- 
side the Customs Union, in accordance with the regulations fiom 
time to time prescribed in that behalf. 


SCHEDULE. 


I. On all goods, wares or merchandise chargeable with duty 
under the Customs Amendment Act of 1897, Classes I, III and 
IV, Rebate shall be allowed to the extent of the difference between 


| 

j 
| 

q 


Sept. 1997.) NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CAPE COLONY. 317 


the duties specified in the Schedule to the said Act and a Transit 
Duty of five pounds sterling for every one hundred pounds of the 
value of a. goods, &c.; and such Transit Duty of 5 per cent 
“ad valorem” shall be the “duty less rebate” to be paid on such 
goods, &c., except as to the following articles, viz. :— 

Blankets, Rugs and Shawls, cotton or woollen, and Cotton 
Sheets known as “ Kaffir,” the single article, in pairs or 
in piece ; and Cyanide of Potassium and other chemicals 
for use in the extraction of metals from ores: on which 
rebate shall be allow’d to the extent of 6 per cent., and 
“duty less rebate” to be paid shall be 3 per cent. “ad 
valorem.” 

Blasting Compounds: including all kinds of explosives suit- 
able and intended for blasting, and not suitable for use 
in firearms, on which rebate shall be allowed to the 
extent of twopence half-penny per pound weight and 
‘* duty less rebate”’ to be paid shall be one half-penny 
per pound, 

Cigars: of value “in full” on Customs Entry exceeding ten 
shillings per pound weight: on which rebate shall be 
allowed to the extent of 5s. 6d. per pound and the ten 
yer cent. “ad valorem” duty, and “duty less rebate ” to 
be paid shall be 6d. per pound weight 

Detonators: on which rebate shall be allowed of the difference 
between 1s, 3d. per 1,000, and the 9 per cent. ad valorem 
duty, and “duty less rebate”’ to be paid shall be 1s, 3d. 
per 1,000. 

Spirits, perfumed : of value “in full” on Customs Entry ex- 
ceeding 10 shillings per gallon: on which rebate shall be 
allowed to the extent of 19s. 6d. per gallon, and “duty 
less rebate ” to be paid shall be 6d. per gallon. 

Spirits, all other sorts: of value “in full” on Customs Ent 
exceeding ten shillings per gallon: on which rebate shall 
be allowed to the extent of 14s. 6d. per gallon, and “duty 
less rebate ” to be paia shall be 6d. } er gallon. 

Wine, not in wood: of value “in full” on Customs Entry 
exceeding ten shillings per gallon: on which rebate shall 
be allowed to the extent of 8s. per gallon and the ten per 
cent. ad valorem duty, and “ duty less rebate ’’ to be paid 
shall be 6d. per gallon. 

Wine, in wood: of value “in full” on Customs Entry 
exceeding ten shillings per gallon: on which rebate shall 
be allowed to the extent of 8s. per gallon, and “ duty less 
rebate ” to be paid shall be 6d. per gallon. 

Battery Cloth, gauze, matting, sieving and screening ; 

Chain ; 

Cranes, Elevators and Sheers ; 

Crucibles and Cupelling Furnaces and Cupels ; 

Electric Cable or Wire and Posts for same, and their fittings ; 
and lamp posts (electric) and their fittings, including 
lamps and switches ; 
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Felt, Covering ; 
Furnaces for roasting minerals ; 
Gaspipes, lamp posts (gas) and their fittings, including lamps ; 
Gums of al! descriptions ; 
Hose, steam, suction and armoured, for use in connection with 
machinery, but not including garden ; 
India Rubber for Machinery and Mining apparatus and 
appliances ; 
Lead foil ; 
‘Machinery, including spare parts, not enumerated in the Free 
List attached to the Customs Union Tariff, not being for 
domestic use ; 
Moulds, ingots ; 
Mules and Geldings ; 
Ores and Minerals, crude ; 
Plates of Iron and Steel combined ; 
Potatoes and Onions (not preserved) ; 
Retorts ; 
Shafting ; 
Steel and Iron Chimneys (smoke stacks) ; 
Tanks and Vats, suitable and intended for mining purposes ; 
Tin and Zinc, in blocks and discs ; 
Tramway Construction requisites, such to mean the fol- 
lowing :—Cars, Trolleys, Water Tanks and Turntables. 
Valve Hide; 
Wire, Bells and Gongs: Signalling, for use in and about mines; 
on which rebate shall be allowed of the whole Customs Duty. 
II. On all goods, articles and things of every description 
imported or taken out of bond by or for the use of the Govern- 
ment of the South African Republic or Rhodesia, rebate of the 
whole Customs Union Duty shall be allowed: Provided that 
whenever such rebate be claimed a declaration under the hand of 
the State Secretary or proper officer appointed by the Government 
of Rhodesia shal] be delivered to the Customs, showing that the 
goods, &c., are bona fide for the sole and exclusive use of his 
Government, and not to be sold or otherwise disposed of, and that 
any duty levied thereon would be borne directly and permanently 
by the Treasury of the said Republic or Territory. 
III. On Goods imported through the Letter Post, Rebate of 
the whole Customs Union Duties shall be allowed. 
IV. In case any Goods shall be under-entered in value, 
whether or not they be specially rated Articles, the provisions of 
Section 26 of Act. No. 10 of 1872 shall apply. 


| 
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XVIII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Norway. 
New Customs Tarif. 


The Board of Trade has received from the Foreign Office a copy 
of the new Customs tariff which has recently been enacted by the 
Norwegian Legislature. The new tariff is a double one, z¢., it 
fixes “maximum ”’ and “minimum” duties to be levied on articles 
imported, but it is laid down in section 2 that the rates of duty 
are to be calculated according to the minimum rates of the tariff, 
the King being empowered to enforce the maximum rates against 
those foreign countries which accord a less favourable treatment 
to Norwegian shipping and goods than with those of other countries. 

Under subsection (g) of section 2 are exempted from duty 
packing cases evidently of the ordinary “kind containing goods” 
so far as it is not clearly stated elsewhere that they shall be 
included in the weight of the goods, or subjected to a separate 
duty. 

Alsc packages returned empty are exempted from duty. 

Under section 5 the “ad valorem ’’ duty of 10 per cent. hitherto 
levied on goods with respect to which the Customs cannot decide 
the part of which they principally consist, has been raised to 
15 per cent. 

Section 11. The following has been inserted :— 

Bounty is allowed for vessels of over 50 register tons (gross) 
built in Norwegian shipyards according to the following scale :— 


Kr, 

(a) For steamers of iron or steel per registered 
ton gross... 2.00 

(b) For steamers of wood or : sailing vessels of iron 
(c) Sailing vessels of wood ‘ “a 1.00 


A copy of the tariff in the original Norwegian. can be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
Whitehall, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Decrees for Carrying out the Provisions of the Sugar Law. 

A despatch dated 26th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. Howard, H.M. Minister at the Hague, 
transmitting copies and translations of certain Decrees for carrying 
out the provisions of the Sugar Law of the 29th January last, as 
follows :— 

A. Decree in regard to the grant of a drawback on the excise 
duty on sugar used in the preparation of provisions and 
liquids for export. 

Art. I. of this Decree declares that “ on the exportation of choco- 
late, confectionery, biscuits, fruits preserved with sugar, fruit jellies, 
fruit syrups, fruit jams, condensed milk, biscuit honey, raspberry 
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vinegar, and suchlike articles, and liquids prepared with sugar 
and not containing alcohol, drawback shall be allowed of 
the excise duty on the sugar used in their manufacture, 
which shall be determined, if necessary, according to Article VIIL. 
of this Decree. 

Sugar from starchy substances, both solid and fluid, is not taken 
into account in this Decree. 

The drawback amounts to twenty-seven cents. per kilogramme 
of sugar. Article V. is as follows :— 

“The drawback on the excise duty shall not be allowed when 
the goods to be exported with the same permit contain altogether 
less than twenty kilogrammes of sugar, for which according to 
Article I. drawback may be allowed. 

The first clause of this article does not apply to condensed milk 
and fruit jellies, if they are exported in lots of at least forty-eight 
cases, bottles or pots altogether. Nor is drawback allowed for goods : 

(a) whose proportion amounts to less than five per cent. ; 

(b) which are prepared with honey. 

The Minister of Finance may, with the necessary precautions 
against abuse, allow exceptions to regulation b. 

B. Decree containing instructions concerning the examination 
of the quality of raw sugar, bastard sugar, and sugar 
holding liquids. 

C, Decree fixing the area of inspection in the province of 
Groningen for applying Section 2 of Article 87 of the 
Sugar Law concerning the carriage and the depositing of 
sugar and candy. 

D. Decree containing provisions concerning refuse molasses 
and treacle. 

Art. I. of this Decree (D) enacts that molasses and treacle 
remaining after the manufacture in the Netherlands of sugar from 
beetroot, or refining of raw sugar, will then only be considered as 
refuse when the factor of purity is not higher than 68. 

Art. II.—For the calculation of the factor of purity the sum of 
the percentage quantities of saccharose and invert sugar, this 
latter, decreased by five per cent., shall be divided by the weight 
= of the molasses or treacle indicated by the densimeter 

rix. 
The quotient, multiplied ty 100, shall be accounted the factor of 


urity. 
Art IV.—When treacle from refineries, in which chiefly candy 
is made, contains invert sugar in a quantity of at Jeast 20 per 
cent. the factor of purity may be 78 at the highest. 

Art. V.—Molasses or treacle which contains potato treacle or 
other starchy treacle or starchy sugar shall not be considered as 
refuse. 

E. Decree of the 5th August, 1897, enacting the import duty 
on biscuits and liquorice. 

Art. I,—The import duty on biscuits amounts to 5,50fl. per 100 
kilogrammes, when the proportion of sugar is not higher than 20 
per cent, and to 13.50 fl, when that proportion is higher than 20 
per cent. 
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Biscuits with a proportion of sugar of more than 50 per cent., as 
also biscuits ornamented with sugar on the outside, fruits or other 
articles, or such as are prepared with liqueur, fruit juice, fruit 
essence, vanilla, or other aromatic substances, are subject to the 
import duty of 25 fl. per 100 kilogrammes, by the law of August 
15th, 1862, enacted for cake, confectionery and pastry. Biscuits 
covered only with a layer of sugar of one colour shall not be con- 
sidered as ornamented. 

Art. [[,—The import duty on liquorice amounts per 100 kilo- 
grammes— 

(a) with a proportion of more than 13 and not more than 33 per 
cent. to 6.00f1. 

(b) with a proportion of more than 33 and not more than 52 per 
dent. to 12.00f1. 

(c) with a higher proportion to 25.00fl. By “proportion” shall in 
this case be understood the percentage quantity of the substances, 
which on chemical examination prove to be sugar. 

Art. III.—In the importation of biscuits as also in the importa- 
tion of liquorice which contain a proportion of more than 13 per 
cent., the importer is bound on making the declaration 
according to Article 120 of the General Law of August 26th, 1822, 
to declare the description of those goods in accordance with the 
distinctions of Article 1 or Article 2. He is, however, at liberty 
to have the class of liquorice determined officially at his own cost, 

A translation of the above Decree can be seen in detail at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BELGIUM. 
Tarif’ Modifications. 


The “Moniteur Belge ” of the 22d August last publishes the 
provisions of a Law which passed the Chamber on the 6th August 
last. The principal articles of the above Law are as follows :— 

Art. 1, The import duty on ter is abol shed. 

Art. 2. Beetroots must pay an import duty of 1 franc per 1,000 
kilogs from 1st July, 1898, 

Art.3, §1. The final paragraph of the first section of the 
first article of the Law of the 16th April, 1887 is to read as 
follows :— 

‘‘Syrups and molasses of a total saccharine strength of less than 
50 percent. . . . . 18 frs. per 100 kilogs.” 

§ 2. The second section of the article cited above is to read as 
follows :— 

“ Refined sugar, known as ‘ vergeoises,’ brown sugar or bastard 
sugar are assimilated to raw sugars as far as the import duties are 
concerned. Syrups and molasses of a total saccharine strength of 
50 per cent. or more, as well as ‘melados’ are assimilated to raw 
sugars of the 4th class.” 

E 
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Art. 4. §1. The importation, manufacture, transport, storing 
or sale of saccharin and similar substances are forbidden. This 
prohibition applies to products containing saccharine or similar 
substances. 

§ 2. By substances similar to saccharine are meant chemical 
products having a sweet taste, but of no value as an article of 
food. 

§ 3. Exception to the above articles will be made in favour of 
saccharin and similar substances imported by pharmacists for 
medicinal purposes. 

§ 4. The Mivister of Finance will determine the conditions and 
formalities to be observed by pharmacists benefiting by § 3. 

The abolition of the duty on tea will come into force on ist 
January, 1898. 

The alteration in the duty on syrups and molasses came into 
force on 23rd August last. 


BELGIUM—ConGo STATE. 
Examination of Goods for the Upper Congo. 


A despatch dated 31st July last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H. M. Minister at Brussels, trans- 
mitting copy of the “ Bulletin Officiel ” of the Congo State for June 
last containing Ministerial decree authorising the examination at 
Tumba of goods imported at Matadi and intended for the Upper 
Congo, provided that it takes place without delay on arrival at 
Tumba. 


GERMANY. 
New Law as to Breaches of Customs Regulations. 


A despatch dated 21st August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C, Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, forwarding a copy of the new law just published, part of 
which’, regulates the penalties and punishments to be enforced 
against persons infringing Custom House Regulations, 

The most important point to be noticed in this new law as 

ards foreigners importing goods is stated in Paragraph 2, 
viz. :—That the infliction of a fine for any breach of the regula- 
tions is not necessarily final, but that action may also subsequently 
lie for other reasons (such as fraud, etc.), before the local Courts 
against the person infringing the Customs law in any way. It is, 
therefore, important that all English importers should strictly 
conform to all regulations laid down by the German authorities. 


Increased Navigation Dues on the Upper Oder. 


A despatch dated 18th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, transmitting copy of extract from the “ Reichsanzeiger ” 
containing new tariff of increased navigation dues on the Upper 


Oder. 
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The tariff can be seen in the original at the Commercial 
Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 11 and 5. 


France-—TUNIs. 

A communieation, dated August 25th last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Gerald Lascelles, H.M. Consul- 
General at Tunis, transmitting extract from the “Journal Officiel 
Tunisien” containing a Decree ordering that all goods imported 
from couniries having a Commercial Treaty with the Regency of 
Tunis, must be accoinpanied by a certificate of origin signed by 
the competent authorities of the place of departure « of the goods, 
and duly viséd by the French Consul at that place. Foreign “goods 
which can be shown to have been despatched previous to the date 
of the promulgation of this decree (August 20th, 1897) will be 
admitted under the old conditions, provided they be declared for 
consumption immediately on the arrival of the vessel. 

The Decree was to come into force on September 1st, 1897, 

The Foreign Office have since received a telegram, dated 7th 
September, from H.M. Consul-General at Tunis, stating that, 
according to the French Resident, the Decree relative to certificates 
of origin is applicable to French goods as well as to goods coming 
from other countries which have commercial treaties with Tunis, 


FrancE—DAHOMEY. 
Consumption Taz. 
A despatch dated August 20th last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir ‘E Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
transmitting copy of the “J ournal Officiel” of Dahomey, contain- 
“ing the following tariff of mT taxes at present in force in 


Francs. 
Gin, front 0° to 20° inclusive. perlitre 
0:375 
(Gin above 50° an increase of .0:0075 per litre and 
per dégree.) 
»' Alcohols, Rum, ‘Tafia, and spirits of all sorts in 
barrels or otherwi ise, from 0? to 10°. ....0s).404 142 per hectolitte, 3:00 
12-00 
51° to 70°(an increase . 
in proportion of 0-40 per hectolitre and per 
degree.) 
Alcohols, Rum, Tafia, and spirits of all sorts in barrels or otherwise 


from 71° to 90° (an increase in proportion of 0°50 per hectolitre 
per degree.) 

Alcohols, Rum, Tafia, and spirits of all sorts in barrels or otherwise 
from above 90° (an increase of 0°60 per hectolitre arid per 
degree. ) 

Alcohols, Rum, Tafia, and spirits of all kinds in demi-johns or copper 
receptacles will pay a surtax in addition of 0:05 franes per litre. 

Artificial wines, that 1s, wine not made from the fermentation of 


fresh grapes, will pay the same tax as alcohols. 


per kilog. 0°35 
GUNPOWE .. 0°50 
Arms can only be imported into the colony by special 
permission. 
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per 1,000 kilogs. 6:00 


Textiles of all kinds, whether made in tbe colony or imported, 
10%. ad val. 

(The value will be determined by the cost in the invoices, 7.e., 
carriage and freight and 25 % in addition.) 

Articles of all kinds, except the above, produced in the colony or 
coming from other countries will pay a consumption tax of 4 % 
ad val.except the following articles, which are exempt from any 
consumption tax, viz: —Animals, living: fresh meat : fresh fish: fresh 
vegetables : maize, man‘oc, and yams : palm oil: fresh fruit and seeds 
cocoa nuts: kola nuts: palm nuts: fire-arms and warlike weapons : 
steam and other vessels : steam engines, boilers, and parts thereof : 
articles for the public service and Government vessels : raw material 
for the same service: personal effects (used) of travellers: lime, 
cement, plaster, stones, sand, bricks, slate, and felt for roofing, 
and sheet-glass : wood, iron, etc., for building: ploughs: furniture : 
tools, and art or mechanical instruments: books and printed 
registers: music: printed labels: uniforms and equipment for 
troops and functionaries: philosophical instruments: musical and 
mathematical instruments : medicines : ecclesiastical and religious 
objects : packing material : barrels, hogsheads, &c., and specie. 


FRANCE—TAHITI. 
Tariff Modification. 


A report dated 16th June last has been received from Mr. R, 
Simons, H. M. Consul at Tahiti, transmitting copy of a decree as 
published in the “Official Gazette” promulgating from the 3rd 
June last a new tariff of “Octroi de Mer” duties on all goods 
entering the Colony. 

This tariff cau be seen, in the original, at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, any day between 
the hours of eleven and five. 

In the above report, Il. M. Consul also states that the “ Droit de 
Douane” or Gerezal Customs System as applied to other French 
Colonies, by which is imposed, in addition to the “ octroi de mer,” 
a duty of about 25 per cent. on all imports of foreign origin, has 
been modified as follows : 


Frs. 
Alcohol, not exceeding 56 degrees by the alcohometer, and 
at a temperature of 15 degrees - Perlitre 2 10 
Do. for every degree above 56 degrees - 0-032 
Rhum and Tafia, not exceeding 56 degrees by the alcoho- 
meter, aud at a temperature of 15 degrees - ° ° 2 25 
Do. for every degree above 56 degees and up to -79 degrees 
Beer, of all kinds - - - 0 40 
Fish ,dried, salted or smoked - - 7 50 
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SrPAIN—PHILIPPINES. 


Surtax on Imports. 


A despatch dated August 20th last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambassador at 
Madrid, transmitting copy and translation of a Royal Decree as 
follows :— 

Art. 1. There shall be imposed an extraordinary tax of 6 per 
cent. on the official value of merchandise imported into the 
Philippine Islands, of whatever origin. This tax will be imposed 
by the Custom Houses of the Philippine Islands from the day 
after the publication of this Decree in the “ Manilla Gazette.” 

Merchandise that has left port before the said date, if this 


circumstance can be proved, will be exempted from this extra- 
ordinary tax. 


Until a list of values can be drawn up for the Archipelago, the 
one ordered to be applied by Article 9 of the Royal Decree of 
August 21st, 1896, will remain in force for the imposition of this 
tax. 


ITauy. 


Importation of Animals from Africa. 


According to an official bulletin of the Italian Ministry of 
Finance, recently received at the Foreign Office, the prohibition of 
the importation of animals and animal products into Italy from 
Cape Colony, Natal, and Erythrea has been removed, and per- 
mission granted to import such articles into Italy from the places 
named since 18th June last. 


Free Entry and Egress of British Samples. 


Considerable uncer tainty appears to exist in England as to the 
methods a lopted by the Austro-Hungarian Custom-house authorities 
with regird to the samples of merchandise temporarily brought 
int» Anstria-Hangiry by English commercial travellers, In 
numerous instances such samples are of value, and if entering the 
Monarchy in the ordinary course of business would be subject to 
duty at the rates prescribed in the Austro-Hungarian Customs 
Tariff. There i+, however, a special Government ordinance rela- 
tive to British sunples based on the Treaty of Commerce con- 
cluded between Great Britain and Austria-Hungary in 1876. 
According to this ordinance gods exclusively inteaded to serve as 
samples are permitte1 toenter anl leave the country free of all 
duty. A translation is-given below, from which it will be seen 
that under certain conditions aud after the observance of given 
formalities, no diffizulty will be experienced. The text of the 
ordinance in question rans thus :— 
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Text of the Law Permitting Free Entry and Egress of British 
Samples. 


“Articles subject to duty, but which are solely intended to 
serve as samples or specimens for British commercial travellers, 
are to be permitted free entry into or egress from the Dual 
Monarchy, under the following conditions, viz :— 

“TI. The Custom-house through which the entry of the samples 
is effected is to appraise the amount of duty to which they would 
be subject under ordinary circumstances. The amount thus esti- 
mated is either to be deposited in cash by the commercial traveller, 
or guaranteed in a form satisfactory to the authorities. 

“2, For the purpose of establishing the identity of the samples, 
each article is tobe provided by the Custom-house authorities, 
free of all charge, with an official stamp, seal or other distinguishing 
mark, 

“3. ‘V'he samples are to be accompanied by a document 
containing the following particulars, viz :— 

“(a.) A full description of the articles, indicating any peculi- 
arities calculated to facilitate the establishment of their 
identity ; 

“(b.) The amount of duty to which they would be ordinarily 
subject ; together with the statement whether that sum 
has been deposited in cash, or whether it has been 
guaranteed in the prescribed form ; 

“(c.) The manner in which the samples are marked ; 

“(d.) The term during which samples can remain in Austria- 
Hungary is limited to 12 months. If, before the lapse of 
that period, it has not been proved in the prescribed form 
that they have again left the country or have been stored 
ina bonded warehouse, the legal entry duty originally 
deposited or guaranteed by the commercial traveller is to be 
forfeited. 

“4, The samples can be removed from Austria-Hungary 
through a Custom-house other than that through which their entry 
was originally effected. 

“5, If, prior to the expiry of the term specified (§3(d.)), the 
samples are presented to a Custom-house with the object of 
effecting their withdrawal from Austria-Hungary, or of placing 
them in a bonded warehouse, the Custom-house authorities in 
question are to examine the samples, and to ccnvince themselves 
that they are identical with those originally entering the country. 
After satisfying themselves as to the identity of the articles 
examined, the authorities are to testify in writing as to their 
removal from Austria-Hungary or their storage in a bonded 
warehouse, and are then to take steps either to refund the money 
provisionally deposited as entry duty by the commercial traveller, 
or to place the sum guaranteed at his disposal.” 

H.M. Consul-General at Vienna, from whose report to the 
Foreign Office the above is taken, adds :—“ At first sight the Law, 
which I have quoted in extenso, may appear somewhat complicated. 
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In reality, however, its practical application is simple enough. 
There are various trustworthy firms of forwarding and shipping 
agents in Vienna who, for a nominal charge, undertake the task of 
procuring the entry of samples into Austria-Hungary, and of 
attending to the formalities requisite to obtain their subsequent 
withdrawal and repayment of the monetary deposits. As such 
firms are necessarily better acquainted with the official wnethods 
than is possible in the case of a traveller visiting Austria-Hungary 
at more or less prolonged intervals, it will doubtless be found prefer- 
able to engage the services of a reliable forwarding-agent or carrier, 
when transacting business with the Custom-house.”—(Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 1,975.) 
Sugar Law. 

A despatch dated 28th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Rumbold, H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, 
stating that an Imperial Ordinance has been published prolonging 
for another year (i.e. from the Ist August, 1897, to 31st July, 
1898) the provisional modifizations introduced by the Law of the 
5th July, 1896, with regard to the tax on Inland Sugar and the 
increase of the Sugar Bounties (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
August, 1896, pp. 186-7). 


GREECE. 
Customs Circular Reiating to the Currant Law. 

A despatch dated 23rd August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr, E. H. Egerton, H.M. Minister at Athens, 
with reference tv the Law, passed in {895 and reneweJ in 1896, 
authorising the retention of 15 par cent. of the currant crop. 
The umount retained was handed to the Government in lieu of 
taxation, and after having been so treated as to make it unfit for 
eating, was to be sold for distilling or similar purposes. This year 
the passing of a similar law has been demanded by currant 
growers. As however the Chamber is not sitting, and a measure 
of this kind cannot be imposed by Royal Decree, the Minister of 
Finance, in order to meet the wishes of the growers, has issued a 
circular dated the 10th —- 22nd August, to the Custom House 
authorities by which they are instrucsed not to permit the export 
of currants unless the exporter deposits in cash a sum equivalent 
to 15 per cent. of the value of the amount exported: the value of 
the currants being calculate! to 150 drs.(3/. 93. 94.) per 1,000 Lbs. 

When the Chamber meets and the Bill of Retention has been 
voted, the exporters will be entitled within 30 days from the 
passing of the Law, to withdraw their cash deposits, giving instead 
currants to the requisite amount. If not withdrawn within 
30 days the exporter will be liable to the Treasury for the difference 
between the conventional price of 150 ars. per 1,000 lbs., and the 
highest price at which the currants sold between the 28th August 
and the day on which the 30 days’ delay expired. . 

It is worth noting that the law of 1895 calculated the price of 
currants at 90 drs, (20. 1s. 3d.) per 1,000 lbs., whereas the present 


circular calculates it at 150 dis. (31, 9s. 9d.). 
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UNITED STATES. 
Free entry of Lumber Manufactured in New Brunswick. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
copy of the following circuiar issued by the Treasury Department 
of the United States with reference to the free entry of lumber 
manufactured in New Brunswick from logs cut in the State of 
Maine : 

The Act of July 24, 1897, contains the following provisions : 

“Sec. 20. That the produce of the forests of the State of Maine 
upon the Saint John River and its tributaries, owned by American 
citizens, and sawn or hewn in the Province of New Brunswick 
by American citizens, the same being otherwise unmanufactured 
in whole or in part, which is now admitted into the ports of the 
United States free of duty, shall continue to be so admitted, under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall from time 
to time prescribe. 

“Sec. 21. That the produce of the forests of the State of Maine 
upon the Saint Croix River and its tributaries owned by American 
citizens, and sawn or hewn in the Province of New Brunswick 
by American citizens, the same being otherwise unmanufactured in 
whole or in part, shall be admitted into the ports of the United 
States free of duty under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall from time to tim* prescribe.” 

These sections differ from sections 15 and 16 of the Act of 
October 1, 1890, as follows: The word “otherwise ”’ is inserted in 
both sections, so as to qualify the word “unmanufactured,” and 
has the effect of excluding from free entry lumber which has been 
planed or advanced in any way from the condition of “sawn and 
hewn.” 

So far as they may be applicable to the present Act, the 
regulations of February 2, 1888 establishing rules of procedure 
on the importation of timber cut on the River St. John 
or the River St. Croix, as amended by circular of April 11, 1893 
regarding timber from the River S:. John, are hereby revived and 
will be applied to importations under the new Act. 


Regulations as to Trade Marks. 


The following circular, issued by the Treasury Department of ~ 


the United States, has been received at the Board of Trade 
through the Foreigu Office :— 

The attention of officers of the Customs and others is invited, 
to the following provision of section 11 of the Act of July 24 
1897 :— 

“Section 11. That no article of imported merchandise which 
shall copy or simulate the name or trade-mark of any domestic 
manufacture or manufacturer, or which shall bear a name or mark 
which is calculated to in luce the public to believe that the article 
is manufactured in the United States, shall be admitted to entry 
at any Custom-house of the United States. And in order to aid 
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the officers of the Customs in enforcing this prohibition, any 
domestic manufacturer who has adopted trade-marks may require 
his name and residence and a description of his trade-marks to be 
recorded in books which shall be kept for that purpose in the 
Department of the Treasury, under such regulations as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall prescribe, and may furnish to the 
Department facsimiles of such trade-marks; and thereupon the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall cause one or more copies of the 
same to be trausmitted tv each collector or other proper officer of 
the Customs.” 

Applications for the recording of names or trade-marks in this 
department will state the name and residence of the domestic 
manufacturer, and furnish a description of the mark and the names 
of the ports to which the facsimiles should be sent. No such 
name or trade-mark will be received unless accompanied by the 
proper proof of ownership and proof that the owner is a domestic 
manufacturer, which must consist of the affidavit of the owner or 
one of the owners, certified by a notary public, or cther officer 
entitled to administer oaths, and having a seal. 

On the receipt by a Customs officer of any such facsimiles, with 
information from the department that they have been recorded 
therein, he will properly record and file them, and will exercise 
care to prevent the entry at the Custom-house of any article of 
foreign manufacture copying or simulating such mark. 

No fees are charged for recording trade-marks in the de- 
partment and Custom-houses. 

A sufficient number of facsimiles should be forwarded to enable 
the Department to send one copy to each port named in the 
application with ten additional c»pie3 for the files of the Depart- 
nent. 

Especial attention is invited to the provision in said section 
prohibiting the entry of articles “which shall bear a name or mark 
which is calculated to induce the public to believe that the article 
is manufactured in the United States,’ and collectors and other 
officers of the Customs are instructed to use due diligence to 
prevent violations of this provision. 


Free Entry of Animals Straying or Driven Across the 
Boundary. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
acopy of a circular issued by the Treasury Department of the 
United States, relative to the free entry of animals which have 
strayed or have been driven across the boundary line for temporary 
pasturage purposes, as follows :— 

Paragraph 473 of the Act of July 24th, 1897, contains the 
following provision : 

“Cattle, horses, sheep, or other domestic animals straying across 
the boundary line into any foreign country, or driven across such 
boundary line by the owner for temporary pasturage purposes only, 


| 
| | 
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together with their offspring, may be brought back to the United 
States within six months free of duty under regulations to be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

Under this provision of law the following instructiozs are 
issued : 

1. The words “domestic animals,” as used in said paragraph, 
are held to mean domesticated animals, like the horse, sheep, cow, 
ox, &c., as distinguished from wild animals ; consequently, in passing 
upon applications for the free entry of animals claimed to have 
strayed, or to have been driven across the boundary line for pasturage 
purposes, the question of the place of origin of the animals need 
not be taken into consideratiun. 

2. The above provision is held to apply only to animals owned 
in the United States which have been driven by their owners 
across the boundary line for temporary pasturage purposes, or 
which have strayed across from ranches, farms, or premises in the 
United States. 

3. The animals on return must either be claimed by the parties 
owning them at the time of their departure, or a bill of sale to a 
resident of the United States from the owner at such time must 
be produced. 

4. The animals and ofispring must be returned together within 
six months from date of departure from the United States; other- 
wise duty will be assessed thereon. 

5. An export entry must be made of all animals driven across 
the boundary line for pasturage purposes, and facsimile marks and 
brands must be filed with the collector at the time of exportation. 

6. The identity of such animals and their offspring must, on 
their importation, be established to the satisfaction of the collector 
of customs by the best evidence obtainable, such as brands, 
distinguishing marks, oath of importer, extract from the export 
entry, &c., and an oath or affirmation to that effect will be exacted 
in all cases from the owner. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff, and the application of the customs laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country :— 

Plucked rabbit or coney skins carroted are entitled to free entry 
under paragraph 493 as “fur skins of all kinds not dressed in 
any manner.” 

Spanish cedar sawn into planks is dutiable at 20 per cent. 
under section 3, Act of August 28, 1894. 

Cotton handkerchiefs, about 15 inches square, with printed dots 
on the margin, and having an edge which has the appearance of 
an embroidery stitch, about one-sixteenth of an inch in width, 
and serving as a hem for the handkerchief, commercially known 
as pearl-stitched handkerchiefs, and not as embroidered handker- 
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chiefs, are dutiable as “handkerchiefs” at 40 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 258, Tariff Act of 1894, and not as “embroidered 
handkerchiefs ” under paragraph 276. 

Fishhooks, with catgut snells, the catgut being the component 
of chief value, are dutiable as manufactures of catgut, at 2 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 351, Act of August 28, 1894 
and not as manufactures of metal at 35 per cent, under para- 
graph 177. 


VENEZUELA, 
Tariff Medifications. 


The following modifications in the Customs Tariff of Venezuela, 
are published in the “ South American Journal” of July 24 last :— 

The following is a list of such articles as enter duty free: —Mineral 
waters, which formerly paid four cents per kilog.; old iron for 
foundries, which formerly paid two cents per kilog. ; potato seed, 
which formerly paid five cents per kilog.; Windmills, which 
formerly paid two cents per kilog. 

The following, second class, pay two cents per kilog. :— Liquid 
carbonic ow tubes, glass dust. 

Third class, five cents per kilog.:—Cotton, which was formerly 
prohibited, harness, asbestos, Muscovado sugar, formerly prohibited ; 
gum arabic, formerly 25 cents per kilog.; Butter—excluding 
oleomargarine ; chemical products for curing skins, which formerly 
paid 25 cents per kilog. 

Fourth class, 15 cents per kilog.:—Refined sugar, formerly 
prohibited, harness oils, oil cloth, naphtha, lard, wooden chips for 
making matches, formerly prolibited. 

Fifth class, 25 cents per kilog.:—Alcohol of every sort except 
cane above 22 degrees Curticr, which will pay duty corresponding 
to the sixth class, 50 cents per kilog. 

Seventh class, one dollar per kilog.:—Compressed air arms, 
formerly 15 cents per kiloy.; matches, formerly in this class, are 
prohibited. 

Ninth class, four dollars per kilog. :—Shoes, which were formerly 
in this class, now prohibited. 


PERU. 
Customs Duties may be Paid in Sterling. 


A report dated 11th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. St. John, H.M. Consul a* Callao, 
enclosing copy and translation cf a decree issued by the Peruvian 
Government on the 24th June to the effect that Customs duties 
may be paid in pounds sterling at the rate of ten soles to the 
pound. This measure forms part of a scheme initiated by the 
dezree of the 9th of April last relative to the suspension of the 
silver coinage. The ostensible object of these measures is the 
establishment of a gold standard. 
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LIBERIA. 
Shipment of Labourers. 


The Foreign Office have received from the Secretary of the 
Liberian Treasury a copy of the following circular having 
reference to the shipment of labourers at Liberian ports of non- 
entry :— 

“Steamers of all nations resorting to the coast of Liberia 
desiring to ship and land labourers at ports of non-entry may do 
so under the following regulations. 

1, Outward bound steamers should call at the port of Monrovia 
and apply at the Treasury Department for a Customs officer who 
will immediately be sent on board by Government. The fees for 
shipping labourers should be paid to said officer, who will sign the 
necessary papers on behalf of the shipping master of the district. 

2. Should any labourers (not Kroomen to be employed in 
assisting to work the ships) be shipped at Monrovia or at any 
point on the Liberian Coast north of Sanquin River, a bond of 
fifty dollars for each person so shipped must be given by the 
captain or agent for his return to port of shipment at expiration 
of term of service mentioned in shipping documents. 

3. Homeward bound steamers desiring to land boys at ports of 
non-entry should call at Cape Palmas (Harper) and give notice of 
theirintention. The duties on avy spirits, gunpowder, guns, or 
tobacco belonging to the labourers must be paid there and will be 


received in kind. Captains of steamers, to prevent undue detention 
should as much as possible uvoid taking these article on board for 
the boys. On the other effects of labourers no duties are levied or 
charge!. These preliminaries completed an officer will be placed 
on board by the Collector of Customs and will accompany saip to 
designated ports to see that the fiscal laws of the country are not 
evaded. The officers should be landed at Grand Bassa or Monrovia, 
as convenient. 

4. Ships taking Krvoomen at Monrovia, or Grand Bassa, to 
assist in working the vessel, will not be required to give the bond 
referred to in the second clause.” 


JAPAN—FORMOSA. 


Exemption from Duty of Railway Materials. 

The “Japan Weekly Mail’”’ states that the following Ordinance 
has been issued from the Governor-General’s Office in 
Formosa, and has reference to the ex-mption from taxes of goods 
imported for the use of railways Luilt by the Formosan Railway 
Company :— 

Art. I.—The materials mentioned below, which are required for 
the railways built by the Formosan Railway Company, shall be 
exempt from import duties :— 

1. Locomotives, passenger cars, and appurtenances th2reof . 
2. Rails and fittings. 

3. Iron for bridges. 

4. Iron for use on the railway. 
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The goods mentioned ia the foregoing clauses are limited to 
materials imported direct by the Formesan Railway Company or 
its agencies. 

Art. II.—If any of these exempted materials are sold, transferred, 
or exchanged for other articles, a certificate must be obtained by 
the Formosan Railway Company from the Governor-General’s 
Office, and the duties must be paid at the Custom House through 
which they were imported. 

Note :—This provision does not apply to materials which have become unfit 
for use after being employed by the company, and which for that reason are sold, 


transferred, or exchanged for other articles, with the sanction of the Governor- 
General of Formosa. 


Art. I1I.—The amount of goods to be exempted from duties 


must previously be determined by the company, and receive the 
approval of the Governor-General. 


Art. [V.—The company must provide a ledger in which the 
goods landed free of duty are to be entered. The method of entry 
shall be determined by the Governor. 

Art. V.—In case import duties are not paid, in contravention 
of Article IL, or in case goods are sold, transferred, or exchanged 
for other articles without the sanction of the Governor-General 
having been obtained, twice the amount of duties will be levied in 
the form of a fine. 

Art. VI.—This Ordinance shall remain in operation for five 


years from July of the 30th year of Meiji (1897). 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Customs Ordinance. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office a copy 
of an Act passed May 12th, 1897, by which the Customs duties at 
present levied in that Colony will continue in force until July 1st, 
1898. The same Act provides for a drawback on iron as 
follows :— 

“ There shall be allowed to any blacksmith or worker in iron a 
drawback to the amount of any duties that may have been paid 
upon any iron which shall be used by himin the manufacture in 
this colony of anchors, grapnels, pick-axes, horse-shoes, slide shoes, 
wrought iron blocks, block-straps, thimbles, luff-hooks, clip-hocks, 
shackles, iron railings, plain or galvanised or iron rivets, upon the 
production of affidavits sworn to by the said blacksmith, and satis- 
factory to the Receiver General, and setting forth the amount of 
duties which have been paid on the said iron, and that the said iron 
has been actually and bona fide used by him in the manufacture of 
the said articles. 
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NATAL, 


Different System of Assessing Import Duties from that of 
Cape Colony. 


The ‘‘ Natal Mercury,” discussing the rates of duties on goods 
imported into Cape Colony and into Natal, says that, theoretically, 
they are the same, inasmuch as the Colony grants to Transvaal 
importers a rebate of duty equal to the difference between its tariff 
charges and those of Natal. But the latter Colony obtains an 
advantage by an ingenious application of its tariff. A case of 
milk may be valued for Customs purposes at 15s. 6d., and the 
Cape authorities would insist upon duty being paid upon that 
value. But Natal only exacts duty upon the actual value of the 
milk, minus the value of tivs and case, and duty would be paid 
only upon the sum of 9s. 6d. In the case of anti-friction grease, 
the iron drums are as valuable as the contents. A consignment 
valued at 101. imported via the Cape would pay duty on that 
amount. At Natal, however, the importer would be allowed a 
deduction of 5/—the value of the drums, 
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XVIII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 
SUGGESTED SHOWROOMS OF BRITISH PRODUCE IN RUSSIA. 


Mr. H. G. Mackie, H.M. Acting Consul-General at Odessa, in a 
recent report to the Foreign Office suggests that the system of 
distributing catalogues, to which the British manufacturer is so 
partial, might possibly be in a measure rectified, so as to fufil its 
avowed purpose. It might, for instance, be suggested that a dozen 
or two large manufacturers should collectively arrange a per- 
manent showroom fur their samples and catalogues, say at Odessa 
and that these samples and catalogues should be sent from time to 
time to the many exhibitions held in various towns throughout the 
empire. These exhibitions, which are well attended, would appear 
to offer, under proper representation, excellent and economical 
opportunities for bringing British goods before the notice of the 
Russian public, who would thus be in a position, if not to purchase 
any actual exhibit, at least to apply to the proper quarter for any 
particular article suited to their requirements, 

At each exhibition a “British Section” might thus be 
established, for which space would probably be obtainable gratis 
or at a small cost The employment of an agent to undertake among 
other things the transletion of catalogues, would, of course, be 
essential. The latter must be, moreover, conversant with the re- 
quirements of the market, and the manner in which business is 
transacted in Russia. Preference should, whenever possible, be 
given to Englishmen resident in Russia. 

While dealing with the subject it may be mentioned that 
endeavours are being made by the Japanese, among others, to 
develop commercial relations with Russia, and with this object in 
view, an exhibition of Japanese products and manufactures is being 
organised at the Consulate of that nation at Odessa, while in the 
lozal press mention has recently repeatedly been made of a scheme 
set on foot by wealthy Japanese merchants for the establishment 
this year of a line of steamers between the two countries, and the 
introduction into Russia of goods such as silk, camphor, copper, &c. 
—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 1,980.) 


CoaAL TRADE witTn Russia. 


H.M. Acting Consul-General at Odessa, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, states that British coal, once so important an item 
of import at Odessa, shows a falling-off even when compared with 
the meagre figures of the preceding year. The Russian product 
favoured as it is by a heavy Customs duty, has, though inferior in 
quality, proved a formidable competitor to the British commodity, 
and it is to be feared that, with the growth of coal-mining in 
Russia, a further decrease may be expected. There is, however, 
no immediate prospect of any further serious decline in the import 
of British coal, owing to the fact that a considerable drain on the 
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home supplies has followed the Imperial Ukaz of last year, ordain- 
ing that the Baltic fleet should only consume Russian coal, and 
that the local demand for coal fuel continues steadily to inerease, 
The coal consumed locally was once exclusively British, whereas 
the latest statistics show that out of a total of 264,960 tons, 
representing the amount consumed during the year, Russia 
supplied 183,490 tons, England only 81,470 tons; 7@.¢., Russia 
produced roughly 70 per cent. of the entire stock.—(Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 1,980.) 


ProposeD Fast TRAIN SERVICE FOR EXport oF BELGIAN 
AGRICULTURAL PropUCE TO RussIA. 


A despatch dated 10th Angust last has been received at the 
Foreign Office fron Sir F.R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at Brussels, 
stating that, according to a paragraph in this “ Etoile Belge,” steps 
are now being taken by the Belgian Government to organise a fast 
trair goods service to St. Petersburg with the view of encouraging 
the exportation to Russia of Belgian Agricultural produce such as 
fruit, vegetables, etc. 


DECLINE IN THE BAVARIAN GLASS TRADE. 


A despatch dated 31st July last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. V. Drummond, H.M. Minister at Munich, 
reporting a serious decline in the Bavarian glass trade with 
America. 

At Furth, one of the most important manufacturing towns in 
Bavaria, the glass exports to America, which amounted in 1891 to 
380,000/. were last year only 185,000/. Since 1893, the year of 
the commercial crisis, Bavarian glass manufacturers have had to 
cut down the working power of their establishments, which, even 
with this diminished power, they have been keeping up at a great 
sacrifice in the hopes of better times. The new American tariff, 
however, not only dissipates the idea of any improvement, but 
mukes it clear that the Bavarian glass industry is placed in a 
serious position, and the preservation of the United States market, 
which formerly took more than three-fourths of the whole Bavariau 
looking-glass trade, is now a question of life for it. 


TRADE OF FRANCE AND GERMANY COMPARED. 


A despatch dated 24th July last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, enclosing memoran- 
dum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin on a 
publication recently published in Paris by M. Maurice Schwob, 
entitled “ Le Danger Allemand,” which compares the com- 
mercial progress of France with that of Germany. 

It contains, amongst other things, five valuable diagrams. 

The first of these compares French and German exports to the 
United States from 1825 to 1895, and shows that, since 1886, the 
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value of German exportation exceeded that of France, and has 
since maintained that superior position. 

The second compares special exports (i.e. of home production) 
from France and Germany as a whole, and points out that, since 
1877 the Germans have taken the lead over the French, and have 
kept it by a long way, the trade of the former being in 1895 over 
4,100,000,000 francs, as compared with under 3,400,000,000 for 
the latter. 

The third graphically illustrates the rapid rise of the German 
mercantile marine from 1,100,000 tons in 1876 to over 1,600,000 
in 1894, and the decline of French merchant shipping from 
1,000,000,tons in the former year to under 900,000 in the latter. 

The fourth compares the steam-shipping tonnage in both 
countries. 

The fifth gives a comparison of the exportation of sugars from 
France and Germany. It shows that since 1879, that of the 
latter has immensely increased, while that of the former has 
decreased. 

Mr. Schwob’s book, as a whole, shows the damage inflicted 
upon the trade of France in all parts of the world by the energy 
and industry of their German rivals. 


THe PRICE OF WHEAT IN FRANCE. 


A despatch dated 24th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, stating that wheat, which was quoted in January last at 
23 francs per 100 kilogrammes (equal to 40s. 6d. per quarter), has 
risen now to 30 francs (equal to 52s. 6d. per quarter), while the 
2-kilogramme loaf has risen during the same period from 
60 centimes to 80 centimes—equivalent to a rise of nearly 
4d. per lb. 

The following table, taken from the “Journal Officiel”’ of 
23rd of August last, shows the price of wheat per quintal on the 
principal markets of France and other countries, on the 13th August 
last, showing also the difference between the price in Paris and 


at other centres. 
Difference in price as com- 


Towns Price per quintal. pared with Paris. 
Francs, Francs. 
Paris 27.50 — 
Lyons 26.75 — 0.75 
Rouen 25.35 — 1.15 
‘Toulouse 25.95 — 
Nancy 27.25 — 0.25 
Dijon 27.25 . — 0.25 
Chartres 25.85 — 1.65 
Bergues 24.90 — 2.60 
Nantes 25.00 — 2.50 
Berlin 2010 — 7.40 
Vienna 26.75 — 0.75 
London 16.10 —11.40 
Brussels 18.50 — 9.00 
New York 17.20 —10.30 


Chicago 


16.06 —I2.45 
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FRENCH PARCEL Post RATES. 


A despatch dated Ist August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Sir E. Moason, H.M. Ambassador at Paris 
enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel ’containing Presidential 
decree putting into force from the lst September last a new tariff 
for parcel post to Peru, Norway, German South-West Africa, and 
British Guiana. The limit of weight for parcels is 5 kilogs. and 
the rates charged are as follows :— 


Francs. 
To Peru, vid Germany 5.25 
» Norway viaGermany ... siti 2.25 
» German §.W. Africa via Germany... 4.90 
, British Guiana, via Surinam iui 3.75 


The above rates do not include the stamp duty of 10 centimes. 


THE PHOSPHATE CONCESSIONS IN ALGERIA, 


A despatch dated 5th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, enclosing copy of the report laid before the Chamber of 
Deputies by the Commission appointed to examine a Bill for the 
working of the phosphate beds in Algeria. 

This document commences with an exhaustive account of the 
}resert condition of the phosphate trade, and then goes on to 
examine the steps necessary for regulating the A)gerian workings. 

The Commission are of opinion that, as France possesses a 
sufficient supply of phosphates for all her wants, there is no need 
to monopolise for her use any of the Algerian produce, and they 
are in favour of steps being taken to promote the development of 
this industry as a source of wealth to the colony. They consider, 
therefore, the proposal of the Government ‘o establish an export. 
duty of 2 francs per ton as unnecessary. 

The Commission also comes to the decision that all the phosphate 
beds in the extreme south of Algeria should belong to the State. 

Although no express statement is made, it would appear that, 
as far as the Commission is concerned, there is no intention to 
interfere with the concessions granted to Messrs. Crookston 
Brothers, of Glasgow, and the Constantine Phosphate Company, of 
Leith, but no information is to hand as to the actual state of 
their case, which, from the last reports, was still under the con- 
sideration of the Conseil d’Etat. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUGAR REFINERY AT LOURENGO 
MARQUES. 


A despatch, dated 4th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office trom Sir H. G. MacDonell, H.M. Minister at Lisbon, 
stating that according to the “Diario de Noticias” the Royal 
Commissioner of Mozambique has sanctioned the Concession 
granted by the Governor of Lourengo Marques to Mr. Johannes 
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Bang for the establishment in that district of a sugar refinery, 
advantage being taken of the produce of the same for the distilla- 
tion of alcohol. 

The alcohol thus produced will pay a duty of twenty seven reis 
per litre on exportation, or of 260 reis a litre when destined for 
local consumption. 


MARKETS FOR BRITISH-CURED HERRINGS IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


Mr, Paul V. Schoeller, H. M. Consul-General at Vienna, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, states that in the course of 1896, 
143,928 cwts. of cured herrings reached Austria-Hungary from 
Great Britain, and although considerable quantities were 
likewise imported from Germany, Norway, Sweden, and the 
Netherlands, by far the largest amount was of British origin, and it 
may be said that the trade is capable of extension, At present, 
business is chiefly transacted through the madiation of Hamburg 
and Stettin dealers, who, being more lenient in their terms of 
payment, manage to secure the bulk of the trade. Among Austrian 
and Hungarian consumers general objections prevail with regard 
to the practice of British curers of drawing bills “at sight,” or 
demanding payment of such drafts “against sunender of bill of 
lading.” The Hamburg and Stettin dealers show a more 
accommodating spirit towards their customers in Austria-Hungury, 
and if necessary are willing to grant more or less prolonged credit. It 
would appear that British exporters have hitherto neglected direct 
intercourse with the Austro-Hungarian markets, and although 
Scotch and Enylish-cured goods predominate in that country, they 
have mainly reached there by indirect routes, that is to say, 
through the mediation of Hamburg and Stettin middleman. 

The superiority of Scotch-cured herring is generally acknow- 
ledged, and as that commodity forms a staple article of food in 
certain parts of Hungary and Galicia, there is every reason to 
think that if properly cultivated by British curers, the markets of 
the Dual Monarchy would eventually constitute remunerative 
outlets. It must, however, be borne in mind that an alteration 
will have to be made in the methods now employed. The 
English or Scotch firm desirous of engaging in business in Austria- 
Hungary must be prepared to grant credit to trust worthy customers. 
The system of drawing “at sight” will be found impracticable in 
the long run, and will materially hinder the development of rela- 
tions, but judgment, of course, must be exercised with regard to 
those customers to whom credit may be granted. 


CoINAGE OF MARIA THERESA THALERS. 


The records of the Vienna Mint show that during 1896 no 
less than 6,500,000 silver Levantine or Maria Theresa thalers were 
struck. H. M. Consul-General at Vienna reports to the Foreign 
Office that these figures represent the largest number ever minted 
in one year. The coining of these pieces was first undertaken in 
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Austria in 1765. The coins themselves have long since been with- 
drawn from European circulation, but still form one of the 
principal trade currencies in use in the East. Their value varies 
according to the fluctuations of the silver market, and at present 
they are worth about 1s. 104d. in English money. Up till now 
the number actually struck by the Vienna Mint averaged about 
1,000,000. In 1870, however, no fewer than 5,500,000 were 
coined for British account. The extraordinary increase in 1896 
is stated to be due to the Italian campaign in Abyssina, and it was 
in consequence of orders received from the former country that the 
majority of these coins were turned out. A considerable quantity 
was likewise supplied in connection with the Dongola Military 
Expedition.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series 1,975.) 


New Fuoatine Dock at GALATZ. 


A despatch, dated 1st August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at Bucharest, reporting 
that Mr. Burns, the representative of the Dundee Shipbuilders’ 
Company, signed at Bucharest on the 19th July last a contract 
with the Romanian Department of Marine, for the delivery in 
seven months’ time of a floating dock for the Port of Galatz, at 
the cost of 8,950/. Half of this sum is to be paid by the Rouma- 
nian Government on the arrival of the materials at Galatz, and 
the balance six days after the satisfactory trial of the dock and its 
approval by the jury of experts, 


New LINE OF STEAMERS BETWEEN B&SSARABIAN AND 
XOUMANIAN-DANUBIAN Ports. 


A report dated August z6th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. Hamilton E. Browne, H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Bucharest, stating that the Russian Black Sea and 
Danube Company have just started a Service between Galatz, 
Reni, Ismail, Kilia, Vilcov, and vice versa. 

Their boats will run twice a week, the departures from Galatz 
being on Mondays and Thursdays, 


This service will place the Roumanian- Danubian ports in direct 
communication with those of Bessarabia. 


THE KustTENDJIE HarBour Works. 


A report dated 23rd August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from Mr. L. C. Liddell, H.M. Acting Consul- 
General, at Galatz, stating that the harbour works at Constantza 
(Kustendjie), continue to make but slow progress, having been 
retarded to a great extent by the prevalence of inclement 
weather. 

Beside the sum of eighteen million francs (720,0002), which 
is provided for the actual c nstruction, an «additional credit ot 
twelve million francs (480,0C0/), w.ll be necessary tor the Luildiug 
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of docks and grain stores, whilst a further fifteen million francs 
600,0007.) will ultimately be requisitioned for the electric 
lighting, drainage, and paving of the harbour and docks, making 
a total of forty-five million francs, or 1,800,0002. 


New RAILWAY FoR TRANSPORT OF ANTHRACITE IN 
RouMANIA. 


A report dated 3rd August last has been received at the Foreign . 


Office from Mr. H. E. Browne, British Vice-Consul at Bucharest, 
stating that the official “ Monitor” of the 18th to 30th July con- 
tains a royal decree allowing a M. Dinea Schilern to construct a 
local railway between Schela and Tirgu-jui for the working of the 
coal mines in the neighbourhood of the former place. 

According to a report by Mr. Browne on the trade of Roumania 
for 1895, the anthracite mine as Schela, in the district of Garj, 
worked by an English company, Messrs. Slade, Stanley & Co., is 
said to be capable of producing sufficient anthracite coal to supply 
all the requirements of Noumania for the future. Its seams, it is 
said, are very deep, varying from 2 to 5 metres in thickness, arid 
the galleries of the mine extend to over 600 metres in length. 


Tue Beyrout-DAMAscus RaILWay. 


In a report to the Foreign Office the British Acting Vice- 
Consul at Beyrout states that, although the profits made by the 
Beyrout-Damascus Railway Company in 1896 exceed in propor- 
tion those made in the period of the preceding year during which 
the railway was in use, the results obtained do not appear to have 
been encouraging. The passenger traffic was small, and in conse- 
quence of the disturbed state of the Hauran, the great corn pro- 
ducing district, but little use was made of the railroad for the 
conveyance of goods from the interior to Beyrout. As yet the 
introduction of this railway has had no appreciavle effect upon the 
economic conditions of the country. The fact that the railway 
terminus is situated at a distance of more than a mite from the 
harbour forms a serious obstacle to the success cf the enterprise, 
and hitherto all attempts to overcome this difficulty have failed on 
account of the heavy outlay involved. 

Nothing as yet appears to have been done with the view of 
constructing the branch line by way of Maalaka (about half-way 
between Beyrout and Damascus), Homs, and Haira to Aleppo and 
Biredjik, on the Euphrates, though the concessicr. for its construc- 
tion was granted to the existing company, It is stated that the 
intention is to construct the line from Malaaka to Biredjik on the 
ordinary gauge, which would render it necessary to reload goods at 
the junction.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 1,970.) 


| | 
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REGULATIONS AS TO ALIEN IMMMIGRANTS ARRIVING IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a copy of circular of the Treasury Department of the United 
States containing regulations relating to the maintenance and 
deportation of Alien Immigrants to the United States. 

The following regulations are additional to those already issued 
in the Treasury Circular of 29th November, 1893 :— 

Rule 2a. In order to carry out that portion of section 10 of the 
Act approved March 3rd, 1891, which provides “that all aliens 
who may unlawfully come into the United States shall, if prac- 
ticable, be immediately sent back on the vessel by which they 
were brought in,” it is directed that notice of appeal from an order 
of deportation shall Le filed promptly, and the record transmitted 
within thinty-six hours thereafter, unless satisfactory reasons for 
the delay accompany the papers. Attorneys and friends who 
uppear on behalf of the appellant must file their briefs and state- 
ments within that time to be transmitted with the record, unless 
additional time is allowed by the Commissioner, who may require 
a deposit of a sum of money sufficient to defray the maintenance 
of said appellant for the time caused by the delay. 

Application to furnish bond on behalf of a debarred immigrant 
will not be considered unless a deposit of money is made sufficient. 
to defray his or her expense while awaiting a decision. 

Rule 2b. A weekly report of detained immigrants must be 
made to the Bureau, which shall contain the following informa- 
tion, viz.: Date of detention, cause of same, and disposition of 
case. 

Rule 2c. Attorneys and persons appearing on behalf of detained 
immigrants shall not be permitted to charge a sum exceeding five 
dols. ($5) in each case, unless the Commissioner shall, in 
writing, allow an additional compensation, which fee shall be 
payable through the Commissioner. Any one charging an immi- 
grant a fee prior to his detention, or charging or receiving from an 
immigrant or his relatives or friends, a fee, gift, or compensation 
for his services in excess of above rates, or who shall deprive an 
immigrant of any part of his chattels or effects in lieu of, or as 
security for, said fee, shall not be permitted to practise at any 
immigrant station in the United States. 


PRoposED Sup CANAL ACROSS THE FLORIDA PENINSULA. 


A communication dated August 19th last has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at Jacksonville, re- 
porting that a company has been formed in that town, witha paid- 
up capital of 15,600,000/. who propose constructing a ship canal 
200 feet wide and 30 feet deep irom St. Augustine on the east to 
Turtle Creek, near Cedar Key, on the West Coast of Florida. 

The canal will not be a tide water canal, but will have two locks, 
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one ata point 20 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, and the other 12 
miles West of Palatka, Florida. 

The route proposed would be 112 miles in length, and the distance 
saved in travel from New Orleans to New York or Galveston would 
be about 600 miles. 


It is said that work on this canal will be pushed forward at 
once, 


New BRIDGE BETWEEN New YorRK AND BROOKLYN. 


A report, dated 29th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. A. Percy Bennett, H.M. Acting Consul-General 
at New York, enclosing cutting from the “‘ New York Herald” of 
the 26th July, relative to the construction of a new bridge across 
the East River between New York and Brooklyn at a point one 
and a-half miles north of the present Suspension Bridge. 

It is not expected that the bridge will be completed and opened 
for traffic until the year 1900. The total cost of the bridge is 
estimated at about 7,500,000 dols. (about 1,562,500.) 


IMMIGRATION INTO PARAGUAY, 


A report, dated 7th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Asuncion, transmitting a return taken 
from the report of the Director of the Immigration Bureau, show- 
ing the number and nationality of immigrants who have landed in 
Pagaguay during the year ended 31st March last. 

According to the report, the total number was 184, of whom, 
49 were of Italian naticnality, 25 French, 25 German, 20 English, 
17 Argentine, 13 Swiss, 12 Spanish, 10 Uruguayan, 8 Austrian 
4 Paraguayan, and 1 Belgian. 


BrifisH TRADE IN TEXTILES ON THE CONGO. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. W. C.Pickersgill, 
H.M. Consul at St. Paul de Loanda, it is stated that of the few 
non-Belgian mercantile houses doing business on the Congo, only 
one is British. It has had a flourishing agency at Boma 
for some time, and in strength and resources iv staids 
amongst the best on the coast. But for 20 years alter 
the date referred to it saw no inducement to extend its 
factories beyond Matadi, and has only quite recently decided to 
make a venture in the Cataract District. A vigorous Portuguese 
firm and the Portuguese Company of the Zaire have, in like 
manner, hitherto limited their business to the lower river, where 
risks can be better calculated. Jt is the Belgians, as might be 
expected, who are pushing on hardest. They have acquired 74 per 
cent. of the exports, and 52 per cent. of the imports, and hold the 
leading place in 27 of the 34 classes into which the latter are 
divided. Their share of the 151,805/. worth of woven goods 
imported in 1895 amounted to 70,663/., having nearly doubled 
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itself since 1893, when it was valued at only 37,6627. Inthesame 
three years Holland increased her consignment of tissues from 
16,8691. to 29,955/., while those of Great Britain decreased from 
55,8041. to 48,1917., as seen by the following table :— 


Exports to the Congo State. 


From 


Calicoes. Woollen Goods. |/Total of all Textiles. 


1893 | 1894 | 1895 


1893 | 1894 | 1895 || 1893 | 1894 | 1895 


£ £ & £ £ £ £ £ £ 

United Kingd.| 49,582) 49,296] 42,661]| 2,049) 949) 1,382/| 55,804) 53,286) 48,191 
Belgium ...| 29,268) 47,964) 58,032) 3,589) 7,406] 6,611|| 37,662) 59,618) 70,663 
Holland ...| 18,467] 13,998) 26,272)| 1,777| 1,103) 2,737|| 16,869) 16,118) 29,955 


RAILWAYS IN MANCHURIA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. A.ex. Hosie, H.M. 
Acting-Consul at Newchang, it is stated that the railway from 
Tientsin into Manchuria by way of Shan-hai-Kuan is gradually 
being pushed north-east—towards Moukden. 

The proposed junction of the Trans-Baikal and southern Ussuri 
sections of the Trans-Siberian Railway by a line through the south 
and north of the Hei-lung-Chiang and Kirin provinces 
respectively, cannot fail to alter, in some respects, the commercial 
relations of Manchuria. Hitherto, Hei-lung-Chiang and Kirin 
have sent the great volume of their produce to Newchang for 
export, and have depended to a great extent on Newchang for their 
requirements in the shape of foreign manufactures. True, there has 
been a small trade, chiefly in kerosene oil and seaweed, from 
Vladivostock to Kirin, and part of the produce of Hei-lung-Chiang 
and northern Kirin has found its way down the Sungari to 
Eastern Siberia: but, on the whole, the trade of Manchuria with 
the Primorsk province has hitherto been comparatively insignificant. 
As regards distance from the commercial centres of the province 
of Kirin there is little to choose between Vladivostock and New- 
chwang, and both ports are closed by ice in winter. The construc- 
tion of the proposed railway from Newchang to Kirin will give a 
great impetus to trade, and its extension southwards to Ta-lien- 
wan Bay, just north of Port Arthur, which is open to navigation 
all the year round, would tend still further to develop the valuable 
resources of the whole of Manchuria. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 1,967.) 


Ports IN JAPAN OPEN TO JAPANESE VESSELS FOR FOREIGN 
TRADE. 


A despatch dated 29th June last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr, Gerard Lowther, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
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at Tokio, reporting that the “Official Gazette” of 26th June Jast 
stated that the following ports were to be opened to Japanese- 
vessels for the purposes of foreign trade from August 1st 
ast : 
Shimizu, in Suruga, 
Yokkaichi, in Ise. 
Nanao, in Nato (southern inlet). 
The ports which have already been opened to Japanese-owned 
vessels engaged in foreign trade are ; 
Hakata, in Chikuzen. 
Karatsu, in Hizen. 
Kuchinotsu, in Hizen. 
Tsuruga, in Echizen. 
Sakai, in Hoki. 
Hamada, in Iwami. 


BriTIsH TRADE IN FORMOSA. 


According to a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. H. A. C, 
Bonar, first class assistant at H. M. Legation, at Yokohama, the 
statistics of the trade of Tamsui and Kelung for 1896 show plainly 
enough that British trade has held its own. Nor does it appear 
that British trade and the export trade in the hands of the British 
firms is likely to diminish in the near future by the advent of 
Japanese merchants of experience and standing. Such have, so 
far, hardly ventured on commercial enterprise in Formosa on any 
large scale, except one or two firms who act as agents for the 
Japanese Government. The trade in the hands of the Japanese 
does not extend further than the dealing in articles of Japanese and 
foreign origin, wines, and beers, &c., which the residents of Taipeh 
can no longer do without. 

Many of these articles are brought from Japan at enormous 
rates of transport. There is no reason whatever why the foreign 
merchant should not supply many of these goods to the Japanese 
dealers of Taipeh, or why he should not himself establish 1 large 
foreign store, well supplied with goods imported direct from Europe 
or Hong-Kong. The establishment of one such foreign store at 
least should prove a successful venture and would lead to more 
extended business with the commercial community, which could 
certainly be supplied more cheaply from Hong-Kong even than 
from Japan. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 1,979.) 
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XIX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “ Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables show- 
ing that the total number of vessels passing through the Canal in 
the month of April was 278, of a gross tonnage of 1,008,263 
‘ons. 

Of the 278 vessels 181 were English, of a gross tonnage of 
75,316 tons :31 German, 114,858 tons; 18 French, 72,109 tons ; 17 
Dutch, 44,924 tons ; 6 Spanish, 22,199 tons ; 6 Italian, 16,808 tons ; 
§ Norwegian, 16,176 tons; 5 Austro-Hungarian, 18,492 tons; 4 
Japanese, 15,559 tons; 3 Russian, 10,586 tons; 1 Danish, 1,236 
tons. 

The total number of vessels passing through the Canal in 
the month of May was 248, of a gross tonnage of 915,983 tons. 
Of these 248 vessels 163 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
633,035 tons; 26 German, 93,233 tons ; 15 French, 60,857 tons; 
15 Dutch, 38,925 tons; 8 Italian, 19,329 tons; 6 Norwegian, 
12,942 tons; 5 Austro-Hungarian, 16,920 tons ; 4 Russian, 20,815 
tons ; 3 Spanish, 13,942 tons; 1 Siamese, 2,229 tons; 1 Japanese, 
1,974 tons ; 1 Egyptian, 1,781 tons. 


THe BELFAST LINEN TRADE. 


According to a Report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” there was a steadily 
improving tove apparent throughout the month of July in all 
depaitments. Business all round was very quiet as usual in July, 
but taking this into account orders showed a very fair average. 
According to the Trade accounts, the value of the exports to 
Germany showed an improvement of 12:4 per cent. for July, 
compaied with the same month last year. France showed a drop 
of 5'2 per cent., and Spain and Italy a decrease of over 30 per 
cent. The value of the exports to the United States for 
July showed an improvement of 31 per cent. on those for 
corresponding period of 1896. With Australia there was a well- 
sustained business carried through, ard the exports showed an 
improvement in value of over 12 per cent., comparing July with 
the same period of last year. Canadian trade was quiet, but an 
improvement was hoped for. The South American markets and 
the foreign West Indies showed no appreciable change one way 
or the other, business generally being extremely quiet. For the 
seven months ended 31st July the exports of piece goods from the 
United Kingdom slowed an improvement of 8 per cent. in values 
and 11 per cent. in quantities compared with similar period of 
last year. 


Sept, 1897.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 347 


Imports oF Pic IRON AND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during each month from 
January to July, 1897, inclusive, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Steel, Unwrought. 
Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 

1897 Tons. £ Tone £ 
9,022 21,152 3,193 15,926 
000 7,733 18,099 6 868 32,723 
3,701 10,555 2,032 9,906 
April 8,060 18,076 5,302 23,851 
BY cesses 7,024 15,479 2,821 16,840 
9,057 19,745 2,609 12,070 
3,251 6,755 1,186 5,641 
5,220 10.934 826 1,801 


THE “UNITED CREDIT REFORM ASSOCIATIONS.” 


The Board of Trade have received from the “Credit Reform ”’ 
Association, London, a communication stating that the correct title 
of the Credit-Protecting Union, referred to on pp. 15 and 16 of the 
July number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” is “ United Credit- 
Reform Associations,”’—further, that the benefit of the Association’s 
work is by no means confined to German manufacturers, as there 
have been offices established in Austria-Hungary, Holland, Belgium, 
Switzerland. we., for many years, and that an Associatiov which 
is in constant touch with the Continental offices was first formed 
in London in 1895. The Credit-Reform Association adds that, in 
the meantime, similar Associations with the same rules and the same 
tendencies have been formed in Bradford, Liverpool. Sheffield, and 
Manchester, while several others are about to be formed. 


THE PRODUCTION OF BENEDICTINE. 


“Le Rentier” for the 17th August last publishes the following 
statement, showing the number of bottles of Benedictine produced 
at the Fécamp Manufactory during the last seven years :— 


Years. Bottles. 
1890—91 ... 802,680 
1891—92 ... was 877,100 
1892—93 ... jas 886,797 


1893—94 ... ase 908,670 
1894—95 ... ove 919,837 
1895—96 ... “ais ose 960,243 
1896—97 ... wes ove --» 1,002,944 
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MINERAL INDUSTRY OF BosNIA-HERZEGOVINA IN 1896. 


The “ Revue d’Orient ” states that according to official returns, 
the mineral production of Bosnia—Herzegovina in 1896 was as 
follows :— 


1896. 1895. 

Tons. Tons. 
Copper ore - 4,003 1,776 
Tron ore . - - - - 23,213 12,735 
Chrome ore - - - 442 706 
Manganese ore - . - - - 6,821 8,145 
Lignite - - - - 222,724 195,496 
Copper - - 206 105 
Tron, raw - - - . - 10,120 2,569 
Cast goods - 1,039 1,080 
Salt (kitchen) - - - : - 13,720 12,758 


INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISE IN SERVIA. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes a report 
of the Italian Consul at Belgrade, according to which two con- 
cessions have been recently gianted by the Servian Government ; 
one is for an ice manufactory and the other for an establishment 
for the preserving of plums. The concessionaires are exempt 
from all taxes for 10 years, and, during that period, may import 
free of any duty into Servia all machinery and other articles 
necessary to their industries which cannot be procured in the 
country. The products of the manufactories are also exempt 
from export duty for the same period. 

On the other band the concessionaires are obliged to erect their 
establishments within one year, and to employ Servian labour as 
far as possible. 


NATIONALITY OF VESSELS IN THE CARRYING TRADE OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


The Monthly Summary of Finance and Commerce of the 
_United States, for June, 1897, contains a table showing the 
distribution by flag of carrying vessel of the value of merchandise 
imported into and exported from the United States during the 
month of June, 1897. 

From this it appears that the value of merchandise imported in 
British bottoms into the United States in June, 1897, was 
45.983,000 dols. (9,580,0002.), of which 26,622,000 dols. 
(5,546,000/.) came from Europe, 8,287,000 dols. (1,726,0002.) from 
Asia, and 5,257,000 dols. (1,095,000/.) from South America. The 
total value of the merchandise imported into the United States, 
in June, 1897, was 85,170,000 dols. (17,743,0002.), so that more 
than half the import trade is carried on British bottoms. 

The export trade presents the same features. Of a total of 
71,881,000 dols. (14,975,000/.), 41,148,000 dols. (8,572,0007. is 
carried by British vessels. 

American vessels come next in impoitance with a value of 
13,419,000 dols. (2,796,000/.) in the import, and 6,341,000 dols. 
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(1,321,000/.) in the export trade. Then follow German vessels, 
8,807,000 dols. (1,835,0907.) import, and 8,310,000 dols. 
(1,731,000/.) export trade, and French, Datch, Belgian anl 
Norwegian, in the order of their importance. 


SHIPBUILDING IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The records of the Bureau of Navigation for the fiscal year 
1896-97 show that 729 vessels were built in the United States 
during the twelvemonth. 382 of these were sailing vessels, and 347 
were steamers. In 1896, 709 vessels were built, 387 of which 
depended upon the wind and 322 were steamers. While in the year 
ended June 30, 1897, there was an increase of 20 vessels in the 
total number built, as comparei with the previous year, the 
aggregate tonnage was materially less; the figures for 1896 being 
203,977, and for 1897, 177,643 gross tons. 


Co-OPERATION IN TIE AMERICAN Export TRADE. 


Many years since, according to the “Iron Age,” when the 
copper industry was in its infancy, the mining companies acted 
together and handled the business well, when conditions w ere 
temporarily favourable. No oue thought then of an export trade 
as a regular and important outlet. Lately in one relatively small 
branch of the finished iron trade a number of makers have got 
together aud havefor:.ed a separate export company, to whose capital 
all have contributed. Bids on every export order are called for 
from each firm, the lowest being given the work. The profits of 
the company are to be handled like those of any other corpvratiun. 
They go to the stockholders. Such a company can do tar more 
effective work both in securing orders and in executing them. 
There is no cut-throat competition for the work, which, in the 
natural course of events, goes to that concern which happeus to be 
most eager for orders to piece out its domestic business. By a 
natural process of selection the most effective channel for taking 
this business is found, 


THE AMERICAN WHALE FISHERIES, 


The following table, compiled from the United States Official 
Returns, shows the quantities and values of the prcducts of 
American Whale Fisheries, taken by American vessels and 
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fishermen and brought into the United States, during the year 
ended 30th June, 1897 :— 


Product. Quantity. Value. 

Galls. Dollars. 

Sprmoil - - - - - - 350,247 150,645 

Other whale oil - - - . - 145,044 35,637 
Lbs. 

Whale bone or baleen, -_ or — 219,449 481,581 

Ambergris - - 9 3,350 

Other whale products - 31,286 

Total - 702,499 

(Lst 146,354.) 


THE CHILIAN NITRATE INDUSTRY. 


According to the “ Chilian Times” the production of nitrate in 
1896 amounted to 23,832,434 quintals,* and the exportation 
amounted to 24,966,189 quintals. The principal countries to 
which nitrate is exported from Chile are Germany, United 
Kingdom France, United States, and Holland. 

The following table shows the world’s consumption of nitrate 
for the last seven years :— 


Spanish quintals. 
1894... one oe 22,750,901 


Consequently, since 1891 to 1896 there has been an increase in 
consumption over 1890 of 4,359,627 quintals, or close upon 
200,000 English tons. 


IMMIGRATION INTO THE TRANSVAAL. 


The “ Natal Mercury” states that, according to the passenger 
returns of the Netherlands Company, the number of arrivals in 
the South African Republic during last year was 152,925, and the 
departures 149,516. In the first and second classes the arrivals 
numbered 36,028, and the departures 34,344 ; in the third-class 
43,067 white persons arrived, ani only 26, 625 persons departed. 
The native departures exceed the arrivals by 15,000. 


ProyecTeD Port Works AT SOERABAJA (JAVA). 


An official in the Java Government railway department has 
applied for a concession to lay out a harbour and mooring-place 


*The Spanish quintal is equal to 100-9 English Ibs, 


Sept. 1897.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 351 


near Soerabaja. The “Soerabaja Courant” says that the 
estimated expense will reach fourteen millions of guilders. 
Similar schemes had for years been brought forward there, but the 
projectors had always looke 1 to State enterprise to carzy out the 
works. - The present scheme aims at accomplishing the works by 
private enterprise. The projector asks for no Government subsidy, 
but only for land which is now worthless. Soerabaja at present 
lacks a suitable anchoring place. Optimists fancy that, with this 
want once met, the trade of the port with Australia will increase 
enormously, and that it will become a coaling station rivalling 
Singapore. 


DEMAND FoR LEAD PENCILS IN JAPAN. 
The Japan “ Weekly Times” says that there is a constantly 

increasing demand for lead pencils in Japan, the supply being 
mostly drawn from Europe or America. Those manufactured in 
Japan are inferior in quality. Lead pencil making in that country 
is generally carried on by small establishments, and the companies 
devoted to the manufacture of the article are few in number. The 
inferiority of the Japanese pencil is due to the fact that the black 
lead, obtained chiefly from the Hokuriku district, falls in quality 
far below the foreign product. As to the wood, Hokkaido and 
other places produce an excellent supply. Some of the companies 
in Osaka are said to have succeeded in manufactaring good pencils 
with black lead imported from America, and a considerable number 
of the pencils have already been exported to Hongkong, Bombay 
and other ports of the East. 


JAPANESE IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 


According to the “Japan Weekly Mail” the number of 
Japanese who apply to the Foreign Office for passports to travel 
abroad is yearly increasing, as will be seen from the following 
figures :— 

Number of passports granted in 1894 ... 16,726 
1895 ... 22,411 
1896 ... 27,585 


Further analysis shows that among those going abroad in 1896, 
811 went on public business ; 211 went to Europe and America, 
29 to Corea, 26 to China, 17 to England, and 84 to various other 
countries, for purposes of study, at public or private charge. 
Corea attracted the largest number of business men, namely, 
1,414; China came next, with 434; then followed the United 
States with 360; Russia with 327 ; Hawaii with 225; and other 
countries with smaller figures, the grand total of mercantile men 
being 3,124. In connection with agriculture and fishing 2,323 
went to Russia; 828 to Corea; and others elsewhere, making a 
total of 3.295. Labourers aggregated 17,689 ; of whom 9,206 went ~ 
to Hawaii; 4,121 to Russia; 1,066 to the United States ; 630 to 
Corea ; 865 to Canada; 778 to Australia; and 211 to China. 
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TRADE AT GIBRALTAR 


From a Colonial Office report on Gibraltar for 1896 
it appears that the coal trade showed a slight falling off in 
1896, but the early months of 1897 presented a marked improve- 
ment. General trade is greatly depressed, as, though many 
thousands of pounds are paid away monthly in wages to the 
a of the surrounding towns, the closing of the Linea Custom 

ouse, and the stringent measures adopted to prevent the intro- 
duction of goods or provisions from Gibraltar allow but a small 
portion of the earnings of these people to find its way into English 
shops. By a Spanish Royal Decree published in September last, 
the custom house at Linea was declared open to a limited number 
of articles, but, in addition to the duties, such heavy fees are 
exacted for entries, and so many other obstacles are thrown in the 
way of importers, that trade by land between Gibraltar and Linea 
has practically ceased. 

The general trade by sea between Gi>raltar and the first-class 
Custom-house at Algeciras has also been materially hampered by 
the imposition of fresh and harassing restrictions, among others 
those compelling the small craft carrying goods between Gibraltar 
and Algeciras to make Customs declarations, and to provide them- 
selves with documents never before required. 


Tue Corton MILLs or THE PUNJAB. 


The Board of Trade have received through the India Office copy 
of the Official Report on the working of the Cotton Duties Act in 
the Punjab during the year 1896-97, which states that during that 
period a fourth cotton mill has been started in the Punjab. This 
1s the Mela Ram Mills in Lahore, which were op ned on January 
14th, 1897. This mill has only turned out yarn during the year 
under report, but weaving overations will be commenced during 
the current year. During the year ending 3lst March, 1897, 
5,314,834 lbs. of yarn have been turned out as against 4,361,027 
lbs, in the preceding 12 months. Thus there i: a considerable 
increase, amounting to 94 lakhs of pounds, 

The increase is due, no doubt, to the abolition of the duty on 
yarn. The outturn of the Mela Rim mills hus been so small as 
hardly to affect the total. The only kinds of cloth at present 
woven in the Punjab mills are those which come under the de- 
scription of grey goods. The total outturn of grey goods during 
the year under report was 2,659,2734 yards, weighing 873,146 lbs. 
If comparison is made between the outturn of February and 
March, 1896, and the outturn of the same months of 1897, it is 
satisfactory to see that in the latter two months the mills pro- 
cucei 187,706 lbs. as against 91,265 lbs. in the former two 
months. As the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi points out, there 
is no reason to suppose that the imposition of the duty on manu- 
factured goods only has in any way discouraged the production of 
those goods, or given an abnormal impetus to the trade 
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in yarn, The amount of duty on cotton goods realised during the 
year was Rs, 13,047. During the preceding year the amount of 
duty realised—partly on yarn and partly on manufactured goods 
—was only Rs. 4,100. The Government revenue from cotton 
mills has, therefore, more than trebled as compared with last year. 


GOVERNMENT RAILWAY SUBSIDIES IN CANADA. 


The “ Railway Age ”’ states that, though the government-owned 
roads in the Dominion are few, the government-aided roads are 
many. The Federal Government, the six provincial governments, 
and the municipalities generally have contributed outright some 
208,000,000 dols, (about 43,300,0007.) to the building of railways 
since 1870, and the present Parliament is continuing the same 
lavish policy. Up to June 30, 1896, the Dominion Government 
alone had contributed over 154,000,000 dols. (32,000,0002.) towards 
railway construction, and during the present session subsidies have 
been voted for 37 enterprises “to the amount of 4,250,000 dols. 
(885,400/.). In addition immense sums have been voted for the 


establishment of a fast Atlantic steamship service in co-operation 
with the railways, particularly the Canadian Pacific, and for 
carrying on the work of deepening the government canals, upon 
which over 80,000,000 dols. (16,600,0007.) have been spent thus 
far by the Dominion Government alone. 

The annual cost of the transportation works to which the 
Government is this year pledged, calculated at the low rate of 3 
per cent. on the principal, is as follows :— 

Fast Atlantic service 
Intercolonial extension - - 
Crow’s Nest Railway - 

Columbia and Western Railway 


Rainy River Railway - 
Canal-deepening vote of 1897 - - 159,000 33,000 


- 1,055,000 220,000 

In the further extension of a . railway through the mining regions 
westward toward the Pacific, the Dominion Government has voted 
a subsidy of 1,667. (8,000 dols.) per mile for the 200 miles between 
the Columbia river and Penticton to the Columbia and Western 

tailway Company (controlled by the Canadian Pacific), and the 

rovincial government of British Columbia will give 4,000 dols. 
(about 8301.) a mile more for the 100 miles of the line within its 
borders. The entire cost of the Crow’s Nest line and this exten- 
sion is estimated at 11,500,000 dols, (about 2,396,000/.), of which 
not far from one-half will be paid by government subsidies. The 
Canadian Pacific is to commence work immediately, and the road 
is to be opened in two years. 

These enterprises and that of extending the Intercolonial Rail- 
way are only examples of the policy which in the past 20 years 
or so has aided immensely in the development of the Canadian 
Dominion, and which, it seems, is to be pursued with equal vigour 
in the future. 


= 
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CANADIAN FISHERIES. 

According to the Report of the Fisheries Department, recently 
issued at Ottawa, the value of the Canadian fisheries for 1896 ig 
computed at 20,199,338 dols., a decrease of more than half a million 
dollars as compared with the preceding year. With the exception 
of British Columbia, showing a surplus of nearly half a million 
dollars, and New Brunswick, which shows a slight increase, all 
the other Provinces of the Dominion have yielded less than last 
year. This does not include the fish consumed by the Indian 
population of British Columbia and the North-West Territories, 
estimated at more than 2,000,000 dols. worth. Between the years 
1889 and 1895 the yield of five principal kinds of fish have been 
valued as follows :— 


£ 
Salmon one = 8,694,000 


The following table shows the relative value of the principal 


kinds of fish for the year 1896 :— 
£ 


Herring... ose soe 580,000 
Lobsters ... ine wind 460,000 
Whitefish ... ose 160,000 
Trout ane eve 146,000 
Sardines ... ous 88,000 
Halibut... 58,000 


For the first time the value of the yield of salmon has sup- 
planted that of cod. While the value of the latter has declined 
by over half a million dollars, the value of the former has increased 
by about the same amount. Other important fluctuations are the 
large increase in herring and sardines and the falling off in 
mackerel and lobsters. 


THE CANADIAN LEATHER INDUSTRY. 


The “Monetary Times” (Toronto) states that the export of 
Canadian leather is a trade of recent growth, but if it continues to 
develop as it has done in the past ten years, it will soon become of 
national importance. The annual value of sole and upper leather 
exported from Canada during the last decade is as follows :— 


£ 
328,000 


Sept. 1897.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES 355 


Thus Canadian exports of leather have more than trebled in ten 
years. The above table indicates the steady and continuous growth 
of an industry which is in every way natural to the resources of 
the country, and is very gratifying to those interested in the 
development of Canadian industries, 


Crops IN MANITOBA, | 


The “ Canadian Gazette ” states that, according to official returns, 
the following table shows the acreage under crops in Manitoba in 
1897 as compared with 1896 :— 


1897. 1896. 

Acres. Acres. 
Wheat ie ove 1,290,882 999,598 
Oats ... ove 468,141 442,445 
Barley eee sie 153,266 127,885 
Roots... int wie 6,130 6,715 


1,952,648 1,609,228 


The total area under all crops is 1,958,025. Of last year’s 
wheat there is still held by farmers in Manitoba 821,370 bushels, 


Tue TRADE OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 


According to the Annual Report of the Colonies of Trinidad and 
Tobago for 1896 the imports for that year, exclusive of bullion 
and specie, were valued at 2,188,189/. as compared with 
2,040,872/. for 1895, and 1,869,330/. for 1894. The 
exports for 1896, exclusive of bullion and specie, amounted 
in valae to 1,896,748/. as against 1,791,867/. in 1895, 
and 1,726,963/. in 1894. The United Kingdom stands first in the 
tables of both imports and exports, the United States and 
Venezuela being next in importance. The staple exports of 
Trinidad and Tobago are sugar, cocoa, and asphalt ; the values of 
the exports of these three articles in 1896 were 700,347/. 
452,1411, and 106,920/. respectively. 


ProJECTED COMMERCIAL MusEuUM AT MELBOURNE, 


The “Australasian Trade Review ” states that upon the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of Customs the Commissioner has 
determined to initiate a Commercial Museum on the lines of the 
museum at Philadelphia. The object is to collect samples and 
information relating to local and foreign manufactures, and 
make such available for commercial purposes. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS OF VICTORIA. 


The following table, showing the area under crops, the gross 
produce of crops, and the average yield per acre of various crops 
in the Colony of Victoria for the years 1896-7, as drawn up by 
the Assistant Government Statist, is taken from the Melbourne 
“ Journal of Commerce :” 


Area under /|Groes produce of} Average yield 

Crops. Crope. per acre, 

Acres. Bushels. ~ Bushels. 
Wheat - - - - 1,576,748 7,076,022 4:49 
Oats - - - - 418,803 6,819,288 16°28 
Barley - - - - 63,570 823,500 12°95 
Tons. Tone. 
Potatoes - - - 43,537 146,249 3‘36 
Hay - . - - - 417,728 449,464 1:80 


IN West AUSTRALIA. 


The “Western Australian Goldfields Courier” publishes the 
following table,giving the output of gold in West Australia for the 
last 10 years, and the first 5 months of 1897 :— 


Oz. 
1886 302 
1887 4,873 
1888 3,493 
1889 15,492 
1890 22,806 
1891 30,311 
1892 59,548 
1893 110,890 
1894 207,131 
1895 231,572 
1897 (five months) ... wis 211,966 


TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “ Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette,” of August 10 last, from which it 
appears that the value of the imports into the Colony for the 
seven months ended July 31st, 1897, including specie, amounted to 
10,471,0001. as compared with 11,095,0C0/. for the corresponding 
period of 1896. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the seven months 
ended 31st July, 1897, including bullion and specie, was 11,922,0001. 
as compared with 9,520,000/. for a like period in 1896. 
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THE RAILWAY To BULUWAYO. 


According to the “South African Trade Journal,” the railway 
extension to Buluwayo is making rapid progress, and the 
opening day has been fixed for November 4th, which is the 
anniversary of the occupation of Matabeleland. The ceremony 
is so near now that representatives of business houses are already 
alert and speculating as to the chances of extending trade when 
the line runs direct into the capital of Matabeleland. It is 
expected that the completion of the line will bring about a 
large increase in Northern trade. 
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XXI—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


Bradford—aA meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held recently, Mr. Henry Sutcliffe, president, in 
the chair. The President said that a letter had been received 
from a Bradford stuff merchant in which he complained that he 
had been called upon by the National Telephone Company, 
Limited, to deposit £1 before they would allow him to use the 
trunk lines, When he refused to deposit the money the company 
wrote stating that they “had no alternative but to decline to 
allow him to avail himself of the post office facilities.” The 
president added that Mr. Hooper had received one or two other 
complaints to the same effect. He supposed that they would all 
have to pay the money. ° 

Mr. J. A. Godwin said he believed many firms were being 
allowed to use the lines without having had to pay the money. 
‘ It was a way by which the company were insuring themselves 
against any possible loss very nicely. If the company had 100,000 
subscribers using the trunk lines it meant that they were obtaining 
£100,000 extra capital on whieh they paid no interest. He 
believed that one member of the chamber intended to carry the 
matter to extremes unless a satisfactory explanation were 
forthcoming. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Amos Crabtree, the matter was referred 
to the Postal Committee. 

The President stated that a letter had been received from the 
Home Office forwarding copies of the revised special rules as to 
wool-sorting. Nearly all the Chamber’s suggestions had been 
incorporated in these rules—a fact which was very satisfactory. 

The President read a letter from the Treasury in which it was 
stated that instructions had been issued to the Surveyor of Taxes 
in Bradford similar to those previously sent to the surveyor at 
Leicester. These instructions provided that for income-tax pur- 
poses the difference between the value at which obsolete machinery 
stood in the books and the amount which was realised by its sale 
might be charged to profit and loss account, and that the 
difference between the value of the new machine and that of the 
old should be regarded as capital expenditure. 

The Secretary said that some misstatements had been made 
with reference to the matter. The allowance for depreciatior. 
would be a fixed percentage, on the same principle as before, 
although he was given to understand that such percentage would be 
increased in the future. 

The President said that in the past the allowance had been five 
or seven and a-half per cent. Formerly they had ten per cent., 
but the tigure was reduced to seven and a-half per cent. He sup- 
posed, although he did not know, that they would be allowed ten 
per cent. in the future. 

Reference was also made as to the Government Committee 
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appointed by the Board of Trade with regard to the dissemination 
ot commercial intelligence, and to the Government proposal to send 
out a Special Trade Commissioner to the Central and South 
American Republics ; and a discussion took place, after which it 
was decided to convene a meeting of the whole Chamber to 
consider the subject. 

Bristol—The monthly meeting of this chamber was held on 
August 25 last, Mr. J. Holman (president) in the chair. 

The official programme of resolutions to be submitted at the 
autumnal gathering of this association, at Middlesbrough, on the 
14th and 15th September, was considered, and instructions given 
to the Bristol deputation as to voting on the various questions. 

A communication was read from the Right Hon. Sir Stafford 
Northcote, Bart., M.P., in which he stated that at its next meeting 
the Commercial Tntelligence Committee appointed by the Board 
of Trade would be jready to take evidence from members of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce who might desire to present 
themselves, and that intending witnesses should communicate be- 
forehand with the chairman of the committee (Sir Courtenay Boyle), 
and forward a statement of the evidence they wished to give. Sir 
Stafford proceeded to remark that he hoped it might be possible 
for members of the association to speak with authority at the 
Middlesbrough meeting as to the public recognition by the 
Government of the position of the Associated Chambers of Com- 
merce, and the advantage that might accrue from the association 
having a special delegate or delegates upon the commission, 

. The Bristol delegates were authorised to take certain steps in 

matter. 

Reference was also made to Trade with Canada ; Certificates of 
origin for goods for Spain ; Telegraphic and American Mail delays ; 
and provincial Mails to the Continent. 

hag bart .—Mr, J. W. Smithies presided at the monthly meeting 
of the Halifax Chamber of Commerce on August 25 last. 

The secretary intimated that he had received a letter from the 
Superintendent of the India store Depot with respect to samples 
of eloth used in clothing the Indian army ; and he also submitted 
a@ communication from the London Chamber in reference to 
samples of vatious products from the colonies. 

The chairman said the latter samples were on view in a room of 
the .Mechanics’ Institute, and among them were some very in- 
teresting things. 

"A letter was read from Messrs. T. Wayman and Co., wool- 
staplers, Halifax, complaining of the unsatisfactory railway service 
between Halifax ‘and Edinburgh. 

_The letter was referred to the Railway Committee. 

_Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce was held on August 25th last, Mr. J. Peate 
presiding. Colonel Harding was appointed the representative of 
the Chamber on the Royal Commission of the British Section of 
the Paris Exhibition in 1900. The Chairman said there was no 
anxiety, perhaps, on the part of manufacturers to take part in 
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exhibitions, on account of their extreme frequency. But the Paris 
Exhibition would be of much greater importance than recent ones. 

Colonel Harding emphasised the fact that the Paris Exhibition 
would be of infinitely greater importance than many others had 

been, and said he had no doubt that there would be an effort made 
on the part of their people to be represented. He moved that a reso‘u- 
tion be sent to the Government to the effect that, while there was 
no indisposition on the part of manufacturers to exhibit, the Council 
believed that an effort would be made to attend the exhibition, and 
a conference of the Council with its members would be called on 
the subject. The resolution was adopted. 

To the Associated Chambers of Commerce meetings at Middles- 
brough on Tuesday and Wednesday, September 14th and 15th, 
the following were appointed delegates :—Mr. J. Peate (president), 
Mr. J. W. Willans, Mr. H. Inchbold, Mr. M. Zossenheim, Mr. 
G. R. Portway, and Mr. E. Butler. 

Nottingham.—A meeting of the Nottingham Chamber of Com- 

merce was held on September 6th last, Mr. J. W. Davy (president) 
in the chair. 
' The Secretary read a letter from Mr. G. H. Turner, general 
manager of the Midland Railway Company, stating that jt was 
proposed, in connection with the new time table which comes 
into force on the 1st of October, to discontinue the train which 
now leaves St. Pancras at 7.40 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays 
only, and in its place to give a connection daily, from Leicester 
to Nottingham, with the 6.45 p.m. express from St. Pancras, 

The Chamber has arranged for certain samples of goods received 
from the colonies by the Colonial Office to be exhibited at the 
Exchange Rooms during the next few days. These samples 
formed part of the goods which were recently exhibited by the 
‘London Chamber of Commerce, and have been selected by the 
Nottingham Chamber as being likely to be of interest in this 
neighbourhood. Amongst other classes of goods are cotton manu- 

factures, boots and shoes, paper, brushes, rope, twine, and 
chemicals. 

Sheffield——A meeting of the Council of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and Manufactures of Sheffield was held on September 9th 
last, Mr. S. E. Howell (president) in the chair. 

On the proposition of Co!. J. E. Bingham, seconded by Ald. F. 
Brittain, it was resolved, “ That this Chamber desires to express 
its approval of the action of the present Government in denouncing 

‘the commercial treaties with Germany and Belgium, and to assure 

the Government of its earnest hope that this step may lead to 
extended commercial relations between the Colonies and the 
Mother Country, and to promote their general prosperity, and that 
copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Marquis of Salisbury, 
Mr. Arthur Balfour, Mr. Chamberlain, and the City Members of 
Parliament.” 

Other subjects to which reference was made were those of 
Certificates of Origin for Spain, and the Autumnal Meeting of 
the Associated Chambers. 
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XXII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties 
as reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway 
Companies in the United Kingdom, during the three months end- 

«ing 31st March 1897 ; together with Reports of the Inspecting 
Officers of the Railway Department of the Board of Trade upon 
—" accidents which were inquired into. (C, 8527). Price 
103d. 

According to this report, accidents to trains, rolling-stock, per- 
manent-way, etc., caused the death of 8 persons, and injury to 144 
persons, viz. :— 


Total for 3 months ending |’ Total for the correspond- 
31st March, 1897. ing period in 1896. 
Killed, Injured. Killed. Injured. 
Passengers - - - 4 105 2 20 
Servants of companies’ - + 34 1 35 
Other persons - 5 1 
Total - - 8 144 3 56 


Of the 8 persons killed and 144 injured, 1 passenger was killed 
and 51 passengers and 6 servants were injured in collisions between 
passenger trains or parts of passenger trains ; 6 passengers and 6 
servants were injured in collisions between passenger trains and 
goods or mineral trains, light engines, or other moving vehicles, 1 
servant was killed and 11 servants were injured in collisions 
between goods trains, light engines, or other moving vehicles; 20 
passengers were injured in collisions between trains and buffer- 
stops or vehicles at rest, caused by trains running into stations at 
too high a speed ; 2 passengers were injured by collisions between 
trains and buffer-stops from causes other than the above; 3 pas- 
sengers were killed and 23 passengers were injured by passenger 
trains or parts of passenger trains leaving the rails; 1 
servant was killed and 4 servants were injured by 
goods trains or parts of goods trains, light engines, etc. 
leaving the rails ; 1 servant was killed and 1 servant and 5 other 
persons were injured by trains running through gates at level 
crossings, or into other obstacles; 1 servant was injured through 
the bursting of a steam pipe of an engine; i servant was killed 
and 1 injured through the failure of the connecting-rod of an 
engine ; and three passengers were injured by accidents arising 
from the failure of rolling-stock (wheels, tyres, axles, etc.). 
Altogether, including accidents in which no personal injury was 
sustained, there were reported during the three months, 8 collisions 
between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains, 13 collisions 
between passenger trains, and goods or mineral trains, light 
engines, etc.; 8 collisions between goods trains, parts of goods 
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trains, light engines, etc.; 8 collisions between trains and buffer- 
stops, etc., of which 6 were caused by trains running into stations 
or sidings at too high a speed, and 2 were due to other causes; 
12 cases of passenger trains or parts of passenger trains leaving the 
rails; 6 cases of goods, etc., trains or parts of goods trains 
leaving the rails; 44 cases of cases of trains running through 

tes at level-crossings, or into other obstructions; 1 case of 
fire in a train, and 2 cases coming under the heading of mis- 
cellaneous accidents to trains. 

In addition to the above the following accidents to and failures 
of rolling stock and permanent way were reported namely; 1 
case of the bursting of boilers or tubes, etc., of engines; 4 cases of 
the failure of machinery, springs, etc., of engines ; 102 failures of 
tyres; 40 failures of axles; 1 case of the failure of a bridge ; 
74 failures of rails; 13 cases of flooding of portions of the 
permanent way; 12 cases of slips in cuttings or embankments ; 
2 cases of fires at stations; and 2 miscellaneous accidents. 


2. Parcel Post agreement with detailed Regulations between 
Great Britain and Austria-Hungary (C.8,483). Price 24d. 


This is an agreement between the Post Offices of Austria and 
Hungary and the Post Office of Great Britain and Ireland, by 
which the Post Offices of Austria and Hungary, and the Post 
Office of Great Britain and Ireland agree to effect a regular 
exchange of parcels, both insured and uninsured, between Austria 
and Hungary and the United Kingdom. 

Bankruptcy. —Fourteenth General Anuual Report of the 
Board of Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act 1888. 
338. Price 8d. 


This is the Annual Report of the Board of Trade on the Work- 
ing of.the Bankruptcy Act of 1883. A Report by the Inspector- 
General in Bankruptcy on the administration of the Bankruptcy and 
Deeds of Arrangement Acts is given, together with Tables which 
furnish the usual statistical details both for the past year and 
for a series of previous years. 

A Report by the Solicitor to the Board of Trade, on proceedings 
conducted by him, is also annexed. 

These Reports and Tables form part of the General Annual 
Report which the Board of Trade have caused to be prepared for 
the purpose of being laid before both Houses of Parliament as 
required by the Act. From the Report it appears that the estimated 
loss to creditors is less than that of any previous period for which 
statistics are available, and that the numbers of trustees removed 
from office by the Board of Trade was less than it has been in any 
of the preceding four years. 


4, ‘ Merchant Shipping Act, 1894.—Return of all British Ships 
ordered by the Board of Trade or its Officers during the period 
from 1st July, 1896, to 30th June, 1897, to be provisionally 
detained as unsafe by reason of the defective condition of their 
Hulls, Equipments or Machinery, or by reason of overloading 
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or improper loading, in pursuance of the provisions of Section 
459 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, giving the names of 
the owners of those ships which have been dismantled, broken 
up, or converted into hulks, etc., also of all foreign ships 
ordered to be provisionally detained during the same period 
as unsafe by reason of overloading or improper loading, in 
pursuance of the provisions of Section 462 of the same Act, 
together with summaries showing respectively the total number 
of Ships ordered to be detained as unsafe from the 1st of July, 
1896, to the 30th June, 1897, and since the 1st of October, 
1876, distinguishing between those cases in which the Ships 
were found safe or unsafe. (In continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper [€.-8171] [C.-8629].) Price 2d. 


This is the Annual Return issued by the Marine Department of 
the Board of Trade. The particulars for each ship which was pro- 
visionally detained during the year 1896-97 are given in detail, and 
summary statements are also given showing the total number of 
ships reported as defective and of those reported as overladen or 
improperly laden since the commencement of the working of the 
Act in October, 1876, distinguishing steam vessels and sailing 
vessels, and wood vessels and iron vessels. 


5. Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1890 (Proceedings).— 
Report by the Board of Trade respecting the applications to, and 
proceedings of, the Board of Trade under the Electric Lighting 
Acts, 1882 to 1890, during the past year. 255. Price 23d. 

The present paper gives the applications for Provisional Orders 
which have been received by the Board of Trade since the date of 
the last report of the 24th June, 1896, together with, in each 
case, the title of Order and description of area, with names of 
promoters and the manner in which the various applications have 
been dealt with. Of the applications in question (55 in number) 
42 were made by Local Authorities and 13 by companies; 3 of 
the applications related to London. The present report is dated 
the 18th of June, 1897, 


6. Correspondence respecting the Copyright Conference at 
Paris (C.8441), price 84d. 


This return gives in detail the correspondence respecting the 


Copyright Conference assembled at Paris on the 15th April, 1897, 


7. Forty-first Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Customs on the Customs. (For the year ended 31st March, 1897). 
[C. 8568.] Price 24d. 


The Commissioners in the present report state that the gross 
Customs duties for the financial year ended 31st March, 1897, 
amounted to the sum of 21,487,327/., and after deduction of draw- 
backs and repayments to a net amount of 21,266,131/. This is 
503,718. more than the produce of 1895-6, and 246,131/. more 
than the Budget Estimate. That is to say, the Customs without 
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any extra duties being imposed have brought in 2°42 per cent. 
more than they did in 1895-6 and 1:17 per cent. more than was 


expected of them a year ago. 


The following are the particulars of the Customs Receipts in 
1896-7 and of the disposal of the same, together with the moneys 
collected by, and on account of, other public departments in the 


same period :— 
REcEIPTS. 


Balances on 1st April, 1896 603,335 
Gross Customs 
Duties collected 
in the United 
Kingdom by £ 
Customs - - 19,132,517 
3, Inland Revenue 
Department - 2,354,810 


21,487,327 
Customs Duties on account 
of the Isle of Man - - - 81,096 
Duties on foreign spirits and 
beer collected on Local 
Taxation account - - - 209,238 
Extra receipts in aid of vote 44,724 
Excise Duties collected on 
account of the Inland 
Revenue Department - - 5,897,182 
Receipts on account of the 


DISPOSAL. 

£ 
Drawbacks and Repayments 
Customs - - £221,196 
Other receipts - £548 

221,744 

Payments to Imperial 
Exchequer - - - = 21,254,000 
Payments to Isle of Man 
account 75,909 
Payments to Local Taxation 
account— 
England - - £166,858 
Scotland - - £22,940 
Ireland - - £18,773 

208,571 


Payments to appropriations 
in aid of vote - 44,185 
Payments to Inland Revenue 
Department on account 
of Excise Duties collected* 6,016,968 


Board of Trade, being light Payments to Board of Trade, 
dues,&c. - - - - - - 567,157 light dues, etc., - - - + 573,382 

Receipts on account of the Payments to Stationery Office 
Stationery Office (sales of (sale of bills ofentry) - 9,125 
bills of entry) - - - - 9,096 | Balance 3lst March 1897* - 495,271 
£28,899,155 £28,899.155 


*From the Ist April, 1896, the system of adjusting accounts between the 
Boards of Customs and of Inland Revenue was altered, with the result of 
increasing the payments to the Inland Revenue during the year, and of propor- 
tionately diminishing the balance of the Board of Customs at the end of the year. 


8. Banking, Railway, and Shipping Statistics, Ireland 
(June, 1897) [C. 8626]. Price 2d. 


This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of the 
Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives statistics of deposits and 
cash balances in joint-stock bauks; deposits in post office savings 
banks and trustee savings banks; amount of the Government 
Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed Land Stock; and bank note 
circulation in Ireland, June, 1897 ; weekly traffic receipts of Irish 
railways for the first twenty-six weeks of the years 1896-97; and 
the aggregate receipts for the first six months of each of the years 
1888-97 ; also tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in the ports 
of Ireland during the years 1886-96. From this report it appears 
that the deposits and cash balances in joint-stock banks in the 
middle of the year, which, comparing June with June, had 
gradually increased from 29,223,0007. in June, 1886, to 
38,758,000. in the middle of i896, show, on this occasion, a 
slight decline from the latter amount, the amount for the 30th 
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June last being 38,564,000/. (exclusive of 2,320,6551. Government 
and other public accounts in the Bank of Ireland). or 194,0001, 
under that for the coresponding date last year, which was the 
highest amount of which there is record. The balances of 
deposits in savings banks consist of two groups—those in the 
Post Office Savings Banks and those in trustee savings banks, 

At the end of June of this year, the estimated amount in the 
Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland stood at 6,443,009/., as com- 
pared with 5,919,0007. for the corresponding period of 1896, 
showing an increase of 524,000/.. following an increase 0f582,0001, 
in the twelve months ending with June, 1896. 

The amount of Government Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed 
Land Stock on which dividends are payable at the Bank of Ireland 
was, in June, 1897, 24,216,000/., compared with 24,776,000/. in 
June, 1896, being a decrease of 560,000/., following a decrease of 
1,048,000/. at that date as compared with the amount in June, 1895, 
The amount for June iu this year is the lowest amount for June 
in any of the twenty-one years covered by the Table. 

Dealing with the Bank Note circulation in a manner similar to 
that adopted with regard to the question of deposits und cash 
balances, it will be seen that there has been a decrease of 60,000/. 
in the circulation as compared with the year 1896, the value having 
fallen from 5,918,000/. in June, 1896, to 5,858,000/. in the corre- 
spoading period of this year. The amount for June, 1896, was 
330,000/. under that for June, 1895. 

With regard to the Railway Statistics, a review of the weekly 
traffic returns shows that in seven of the twenty-six weeks the 
rceipts fell below the amounts for the corresponding weeks of the 
year 1896, and in all the other weeks the receipts exceeded those 
in the corresponding weeks of that year, the net result being that 
the total receipts for the twenty-six weeks are in excess of those 
for the first half of any previous year, and show an increase of 
12,0837. as compared with the first six months of last year, the 
receipts for which period were 24,6997. above those for the first 
half of the year 1895. 

The Shipping Returns show that the yearly average tonnage 
of vessels in foreign trade, which were entered in the Ports of 
Ireland during the ten years 1896-95 was 940,955 ; tbe highest was 
1,071,630 in 1894, and the lowest, 771,574 in 1886; in 1896 the 
tonnage entered was 1,053,069, being 606,533 over the tonnaze 
for 1895, and 142,114, or 15:1 per cent. above the average for the ten 
years 1886-95. The average tonnage of vessels in the coasting 
trade, entered in the Ports of Ireland during the decade 1886 95, 
was 5,360,319 ; the tonnage entered in 1396, was 5,683,644, being 
37,934 under that for the year 1895, but 323,325, or 5-7 per 
cent, more than the yearly average for the ten years 1886-95. 

The average tonnage of vessels in the foreign trade cleared 
during the ten years 1886-95 was 366,879; the tonnage cleared 
in 1896 was 454,393, being 87,514, or 23:9 per cent., over the 
average, and 19,186 over the tonnage for 1895, which was the 
highest for any of the ten years, 1886-95. The average tonnage 
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of vessels in the coasting trade cleared during the ten years 
1886-95 was 4,053,560; in 1896 the tonnage was 4,345077,} being 
291,517, or 7°2 per cent. more than the average for the decade 
1886-95. 


9. Royal Commission on Agriculture. Final Report of Her 
Majesty's Commissioners appointed to inquire into the subject of 
Agricultural Depression [ C.-8540. Price 3s. 1d. 


This isthe Final Report of the Royal Commission appointed in 
September, 1893, to inquire into the subject of Agricultural 
Depression. 

Since the first meeting in 1893, the Commission has sat on 177 
days, 117 of which were devoted to taking the oral evidence of 
191 witnesses and the remainder to the consideration of the 
Reports. 

‘The Commissionjinquired into the Distribution of Agricultural 
Depression and its effects on owners and occupiers of land, and 
the condition of the Agricultural Labourer. The Commission 
also examined the causes of Depression, viz.—the Fall in Prices, 
Foreign Competition, and Cost of Production; as well as the 
following miscellaneous subjects bearing on the Agricultural 
position, viz.: The Agricultural Holdings Acts, England 1883, and 
Scotland 1883; Land Tenure; Rents; Sale of Mortgaged Land ; 
Tithe Rentcharge; Dairying; Small Holdings; Railway Rates ; 
The Game Laws; Commercial Gambling; Sale of Adulterated 
Produce; Sale of imported goods as Home Produce; Sale of 
Cattle by live weight; the Board of Agriculture and Agricultural 
Education. The Report concludes with a Summary of Recom- 
mendations made by the Commission as a whole, and Supplement- 
np Reports, Reservations and Memoranda by various members 
of it. 


XXIII.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, information to the effect that arrivals 
from the Black Sea are subjected at the entrance of the Straits of 
Kertch to a visit from the Guard Ship. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State forForeign Affairs, a copy of a telegram from her Majesty’s 
Representative at Alexandria, reporting that Kurachee and Sindh 
are released from quarantine. 


POST OFFIOE NOTIOES. 


XXIV.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


MAILs FoR THE WEST AND SouTH-WEsT CoASTS oF AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which mails will be 
despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the month of September, 
1897. 

Saturday, 18 September.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Cape Coast 
Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, Sapelli, Warree, Brass, 
Akassa and Kotonou. 

Wednesday, 22 September.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, *Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Lahou, Cape 
Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, Assinie, Axim, 
*Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Appam, Winnebah, *Accra, 
*Pram Pram, *Addah, *Quitta, Lome, Jellah Coffee, New 
Calabar, Abonema, Bakana and Degama, 

Saturday, 25 September.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Cape 
Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, -Bonny, Old Calabar, 
Opobo, Benin, Sapelli, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and 
Brass; also Liberia, Assinie and Grand Bassam (Supple- 
mentary Mails. 

Wednesday, 29 September.—Teneriffe, Sierra Leone, Accra, Lagos, 
Fernando Po, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, Gaboon, Mayumba, 
Loango, Landuna, N’Gove, Nyanga, Cape Lopez, Fernan Vaz, 
Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, Boma (Congo), 
Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz, Loanda, 
Victoria and Rio del Rey. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the Congo 
(Banana,Boma) and Portuguese possessions on the West aud South- 
west Coasts of Africa is not sent via Liverpool unless specially so 
superscribed. 

The Packets in question carry Parcel Mails for Bathurst, Sierra 
Leone, Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, 
Accra, Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, 
Old Calabar, Opobo and Warree. 

The Parcel mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each packet. 


* Correspondence for Sierra Leone, Cape Coast Castle and Accra will not be 
sent by the steamer of the 22nd of September unless specially so superscribed, 
as the direct Packets leaving on the following Saturdays are due at those ports 
some days earlier. For the same reason the Mails for Pram Pram, Addah and 
Quitta will not ba sent by the steamer of the 22nd, but by the Mail of the 25th 
September, 
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XXV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForgzIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exeorts from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 
31st August, 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1896. 
MONTH ENDED 3lst AvuGusT. 
I, Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BrITISH PossgssIons. 


Monih ended 
3lst Augast. 
a Increase. | Decrease. 
| 1897. 1896. 
£ £ 
I, Auimals, living (for food) - - | 1,035,853 885,654 150,199 _ 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
Articles of food and drink, dusy | 728083 | 11,087,067 | 641,626 - 
B) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
Tobacc, duitiable - - - | 500,224 489,599 10,625 _ 
Ill. Metals - - - - | 1,572,652 | 1,836,201 — 263,549 
IV Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
- | 360,704 411,899 51,195 
V. Oils - - | 594,905 642,811 47,906 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 2,247,764 | 2,465,714 = 217 950 
VI. Raw materials for sun industries 
aud manufactures i - - | 5,635,240 | 5,036,984 598,256 - 
VIII, Manufactured articles - 6,812,742 | 6635724 | 177,018 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 859,078 1,013 188 = 154,110 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 82,551 54,774 £7,777 - 
Total Value - | 33,371,385 | 32,480,473 850,912 = 


II. Exports oF BRITISH AND IrIsH PRoDUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - - 116,347 88,736 27 611 - 
If. Articles of food and drink - - 961,095 1,020,104 = 59,009 
Ill. Raw materials - - - | 1,714,252 | 1,621,269 92,983 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - | 8,055,663 9,476,615 a 1,420,952 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 2,615,718 2,620,119 _ 4,401 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 1 240,278 1,261,606 21,328 
and siticles of personal 
904,926 983,444 = 78,518 
) and chemical a _ a medi- 
cinal preparations - 599,190 557,62? 41,668 - 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 2,394,179 2,548,560 — 154,381 
tactured or partly manufactured 
(G.) Parcel post - - - - 172,349 148,821 23,528 -~ 
Total value - - - | 18,773,997 | 20,326,796 1,552,799 
III, Exports oF FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 
£ 2 
Total value - . - | 4,651,947 4,174,060 477,877 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—cont. 


ENDED 31st AvGuST. 


I. Imports FROM ForEIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Eight Months ended 
31st 


August. 
1897. 1896 
| 
£ £ £ £ | 
I. Animals, living (for food) - -| 7,853,944] 7,239,974 613,970 = 
| 


Il. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - - - | 97,290,880 | 92,501,724 | 4,789,156 

(B) Articles of food and drink, duti- | 
able - - -| 18,690,996 | 24806603| £84,963 - 


Tobacco, dutiable - - - - | 2,665 788 | 2,746,587 80,799 
Ill. Metals - - - - - | 14,290,871 | 13,737,989 552,882 _ | 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning | 
substances - - - - 4,541,722 5 120,982 _- 579,260 | 
V. Oils - - - -| 4,862,099 | 505,452 | 


VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 47,660,380 | 46,848,632 811,748 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 


and manufactures - 33,512 834 | 30,715,720 | 2,797,114 
VIII. Mancvfactured articles - - - | 56,923,158 | 54,109,575 | 2,813,563 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 8,786,453 9 468,212 - 681,759 
(B.) Parcel post - - - - 676,054 653,087 22,967 - 
Total value - - - | 294,755,179 | 283,316,666 | 11,438,513 - 


II, Exports oF British AND IRISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living - - 709.263 553,913 155,350 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 7,371,345 7,112,191 259,154 — 
III. Raw materials - - - | 13,454,323 | 11,774,042 1,680,281 - 
IV. Articles manufactured and _Partly 
manufactured, viz. :— - 
(A.) Yarnsand textile fabrics - - | 66,293,776 | 72,359,999 _ * 6,076,223 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 22,693,293 | 22,119,546 473,747 _ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 11,607,682 | 11,111,174 496,508 — 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal use | 6,536,219 | 6,973,578 437,359 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 5,860,300 | 5,630,664 229,636 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- j 
factured or partly manufactured - | 21,938,805 | 22,157,259 _ 168,454 
(G.) Parcel post - - - | 1,280,895 1,039,309 241,586 
Total Value - - | 157,685,901 | 160,831,675 3,145,774 
Im. Exports OF FoREIGN AND 
£ £ £ £ 
Total Value - - - - | 42,030,922 | 38,230,163 | 3,800,753 _ 
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IL—Corn PRIcEs. 


RETURN of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AVERAGE PRICES OF BriTIsH 
Corn, ImpeRIAL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. | 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oate. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 7th August, 1897 - 48,875 6 897 1 2,213 7 
” 14th ” ” Vs 45,933 7 520 4 3,566 2 
» | 49,483 6 742 7 5,422 7 
” 28th ”» ” wi 51,587 4 674 3 6,807 6 
August, 1897 . - + | 195,880 7 2,834 7 18,010 6 
Corresponding month in 1896 - | 195,784 5 9,545 6 34,017 5 
» «1895 - | 137,786 1 3,323 1 22,308 7 
Average prices. 
8. @ 8. d. s. d 
Week ended 7th August, 1897 _  - 29 5 17 9 18 11 
” 14th ” ” 29 8 19 0 17 4 
” 2ist ” ” a 80 4 19 2 17 2 
” 28th ” ” - 31 8 22 5 17 1 
August, 1897 - 30 3 19 7 17 7 
July, 1897 27 9 18 0 18 8 
June, ° 21 8 18 0 
May 28 20 7 17 § 
April ,, -| a7 8 22 1 16 4 
March ,, 22 9 16 2 
February ,, 29 4 24 2 
January ,, - - . 31 2 24 11 16 4 
December, 1896 31 8 25 1 7 
November ,, - 32 4 27 17 6 
October 4, - 2710 28 10 15 9 
September 28 9 24 0 14 1 
August, 1896 - - - 22.11 20 9 14 4 
” 1895 - - - 24 2 20 3 15 7 
* 1894 - - 24 3 20 4 18 11 
~ 1893 - - - 26 2 23 2 19 11 


— 
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1897. 


RETURN of the NUMBERS, NATIONALITIES, and DESTINATIONS of the 
PASSENGERS that left the UNiIrgep Kina@pom for PLACES out of | 
Evropr during the Month ended 31st August 1897, and the | 
Eight Months ended 31st August, 1897, compared with the | 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Trtal 
United [British N.| Austral | of Gboa | 
Nationalities. States. |America.} asia. {Hope and, other Total. spond ng | 
| Natal. | Places. the 
| 1890. 
| | 
Month ended August. 
English 6,151 2,013 1,016 1,472 733 | 11,885 | 12,060 | 
Bcotehf i -| 1,940 188 70 321 67 2,586 | 2,799 | 
3,057 131 37 107 19 3,351 3,797 
Total of British i 11,148 2,332 1,123 1,900 819 | 17,322 | 18,656 
origin - 
Foreigners - -| 5,967 796 28 651 190 7,632 8,722 
Nationalities we 102 27 1 = 195 325 381 
distinguished - 
ei - -| 17,217 3,155 1,152 2,551 1,204 | 25,279 | 27,709 
“ponding. | 19,385 | 2,397 saz 4035 | 22,759 
Month, 1896 - 
Eight Months ended 31st August. 
English _ -| 28,030 9,949 5,688 | 9,944 5,508 | 59,119 | 66,112 
Beotch- : 5,886 1,015 473 2,091 583 | 10,018 | 10,573 
Irish - -| 23,538 540 278 699 123 | 25,178 | 31,746 
Total of British 4 J 6,4 
57,454 | 11,504 39 | 12,734 6,214 | 94,345 | 108,431 
Foreigners - | 27,220 | 5,151 197 | 5,213 | 1,010 | 38,792 | 52,455 
| 
Nationalities not | 
Total - 85,281 | 16,696 | 6,646 17,947 | 8795 | 135,365 | 767,820 
| 
ad | 108,714 17,057 5,686 | 21,132 9,231 | 161,820 
Months, 1896.9) 


Nore.—The above figures, being made up at ' he earliest possible date after the close ef each 
mooth, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


— — 
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1V.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—AUGUST 1897. 


ReruRN of the Number of ALIENS that arrived from the CONTINENT at Ports { in the 
Unrrep Kinepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August 1897 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALIEN Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sect. 2.) 


¢ 


Gothenburg, 
Hambu Rotterdam, Other 
Bremerhaven, | an i Antwerp. vistiansand. Ports. 
1897. | 1896. | 1897.| 1896. | 1897. | 1826. | 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896, 
Month ended 3lst August. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
ingdom :* | 
Arrived at London - 1,275 | 1,555} 236] 373; 213| 217 689 B01 | 2,413 | 2,446 
Grimsby -, ‘106! ‘210| 24 37 2 58 1 215 
Hull - 98 40 47, — 166 422 
TynePorts- 16) 37] 53} 198/ 205 1} — | 341} 273} 99) S47 
” Leith- - 67, 65 45 17; — 15 37| 204; 18 
Newhaven - — | — = | 659} 60; — 659 605 
Other ports- 98 986] 42 45, 241; 162 — | 316) 42 78 
Total - -| 1,672 | 2,030} 424] 611! 759] 659) 660| 1,645 | 1,266 |15,160] 76,171 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom: 
4 5 13 29; 819) — 29 88 | 935} 935 
Hull - 64 -- | 964) 706] — — | 621; 94g | 1,835) 1,714 
Leith - -| Bi — 37 — -| 53 45 55 
Other Ports-| 10 — | 381) 493) 413) 446 
Total - -| 30) 177 90 66 | 1,807 | 1,536; — — | 1,085 1,500 | 3,322 | 8,279 
Total of Aliens en route 
and of Aliens not stated ! P 
to been rout-to Amer- 2,207] 514] 677 | 2,566| 2,195; 660| 605 | 2,730 | 2,766 | 8,482 | 8,450 
ica or other placesoutof |} | 


Aliens not steed to be on | Eight Months ended 3lst August. 


route to America or other | 
laces out, cf the United 
: 
Total No. - 10,709 | 11,785 | 3,310 | 3,505 | 4,346 | 4,292 | 6,077] 5,310 | 9,263 | 6,891 | 733,805) 31,733 


Aliens en route to America | 
or other places out of the | 
United Kingdom : 

Total No. 2,619 | 2,184) 658] 683] 9,834 | 14,149 — | 8,892 |14,115 | 21,998 | 31,181 


TotalofAliensenrouteand | 
of Aliensnotstatedtobe 
en route to America or 13,919 | 3,963 | 4,188 | 14,180 | 18,441 | 6,077 | 5,310 | 18,255 | 21,006 | 155,893) 162,864 
other p'aces out of the | 
United Kingdom :* - 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens nct stated to be en route to America, or other places out 
of the United Kingdtm,” and *‘Aliens en route to America, é&c.,” is due tothe fact that alarge number of Aliens 
who arr.ve from Fay memento are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it # 
considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “ Aliens not stated to be en route 

, &c.”_ come to this couniry for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of joreigners from 
this —z- while many of the Aliens arriving jrom Continental ports return to the Continent. (see Annual 
Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 165, Sess. 1897, and Monthly Emigraticn Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kircaldy, Leith, Liverpool], London, Middles 
oa, Nev castle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Uartlepool. 
The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers 
persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
places out of the United Kingdom in the month of Augurt 1897 was £56 and 1,053 in the same month of 1896; in the eight 
months ended August 1897 the number was 7,424, and in the same monthsof 1896 the number was 7,283. 


| 
| 
= 
| 
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397 V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. | 
Numer of Receiving OrDERS GAZETTED in the undermentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
mn a ded August. | 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
| 
oe No. No. No. No. | 
Total gazetted - - . -| 822 809 2,745 | 2,838 ! 
| 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | 
Ms occupations ;— 
75 Grocers, &c. 26 20 197 202 
422 Farmers ° 11 19 183 159 
47 Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 15 . 22 154 210 
4 Buildera - -| 3 16 | 152 | 160 
ng Butchers - -| J7 10 113 79 i 
— Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
im dealers 20 7 92 58 
Bakers - . -| 15 9 81 76 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. - . 10 5 62 58 
$3 painters, plumbers, - 4 6L 56 
Tailors, &c. - 4 7 45 49 
. Agents, commission and general - 6 8 44 39 
4 Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - 4 1 37 49 
168 Coal and coke merchante and dealers : 4 1 36 38 
— Solicitors 4 5 82 32 
Clerks, commercial and ‘generel - 6 4 81 37 
Fishmongers, - 6 1 30 28 
Tobacconists, &c. - - . 8 3 29 30 
0 General dealers 1 26 19 
Provision merchants, &c. - . 2 _ 25 23 
- Furniture dealers and makers - - 3 4 25 30 
Confectioners - 6 23 33 
_ penters and joiners - ° 1 5 23 32 
‘Corn, flour, seed, hay, end atraw 
merchants and dealers - 2 _ 21 23 
33 Travellers, commercial, &c. - 5 21 22 
Auctioneers - - 5 30 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
1 silversmiths, &c. - - rs 4 4 20 32 
and founders, &c. - 8 2 19 17 
Officers in Army - 5 19 13 
64 Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
 hauliers - - 1 _ 18 18 
Ironmongers’ - - - Bf 2 18 18 
Gardeners, florists, &e. - - 2 18 16 
it Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 17 18 
4 Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 2 2 17 20 
4 Lodging-house keepers - - 3 2 17 16 
m Chemists, druggiste, and chemical 
manufacturers 5 4 17 20 
Milliners, dressmakers, he. - 2 16 15 
Saddlers and harness mahers - 3 2 16 23 
- Stationers - 8 16 9 
Wheelwrighte - - - 1 1 15 ul 
to Gontractors - - 3 3 15 11 
ht Wine and spirit merchante, &e. .| - 3 14 16 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers 1t 15 
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Right months 
| August ended August 
| 1897. 1896. | 1897. 1896. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No No No. No. 
occupations—cont. : 
Merchants - - 1 ft 14 21 
Printers and publishers. - 4 14 16 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - - 13 6 
rymen, cowkeepers, ke. - | 2 1 13 1 
Curriers, tanners,and leather merchants -- 1 12 5 
Directors and goemoters of public 
companies 3 12 5 
Carriage, &c., builders - - - 1 1 12 12 
Cattle and pig dealers - . - 1 -- 11 12 
Clerks in holy orders - - - 2 _ 11 11 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - — 3 10 20 
Brokers, stock and share - -j — 2 10 14 
Timber merchants and wood dealers -— 1 — 10 10 
&e. - - 1 2 
- 2 
Fishing net and emack owners, and 
masters - 2 1 9 5 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - foo 1 6 7 
Chins, glase, and costhenware, &e. | 
dealers - - | 1 2 6 10 
Architects and surveyors - - | 1 2 5 8 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors -|  — 1 3 6 


VI.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN 


RETURN of the NUMBER of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
BritaIN eee the Month and Eight Months ended 31st + 


1897, com with the corresponding Periods of the Year 189 

ight Months 

August August 

197. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. 

No. No No. No. 
Cattle - - | 48,568 47,890 | 370,069) 351,238 
Sheep - - - - | 133,106 | 149,572) 583,078) 529,479 
Swine - | 22,861 24, "506 8396,314| 348,115 
Goats - - 438 "396 8,592 3,903 
Horees - - 3,298 | 4,427) 26,348) 28,383 
Mules or Jennets - - - - — | 4 27 20: 
- =) 153 346 2,003 2,331 
Total - - 227,141 |1,381,481 |1,263,469 


- -— ~ 


| 
| 
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VII.—FiIsHErY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
SraTEMENT of the Toran QuaNntTiTy and VALUE of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the EnctisH and WELsH Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and — Months ended 31st August, 1897, co o- 
pared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 
Eight Months ended 
August. August. 
1897, 1896. 1897. 1896. 
an 
Cwts. q Cwts 
Brill . 1,722 1,798 11,792 12,950 
Soles 7,042 6,998 51,878 57,156 
Turbo ° 6,520 43,963 49,657 
Prime, fish not. separately distinguished- 3,712 3,438 24,232 27, 
Total prime fish - - 18,752 18,754 131,865 147,332 
Cod - 30,913 348,888 
Haddock - -| 218,424 |} 1,587,841 | 1,626,992 
Hake - - 31,518 128,857 117,618 
Halibut 16,180 7,005 77,759 92,1 
Herrings - - - - 35,790 287,716 977,162 402,790 
Li 7,587 8,259 70,766 74,013 
Mackerel - - - - 10,487 8,852 378,460 
Pilchards 29,158 17,189 37,014 29,431 
Plaice - - - - 68,764 66,445 492,685 468,432 
8 rate 21 131 26,565 49,373 
n 8@) 
nguished, 73,486 96,08 || 640,170 | 726,895 
Total -| 659,618 814,114 || 4,226,710 | 4,413,221 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs -| 292,370 340,772 3,693,457 | 4,647,845 
Lobsters - -| 101,162 181,711 560,787 833,946 
Oysters - - | 2,444,009 18,917,000 | 14,990,000 
wes. 
Other shellfish - 41,948 45,416 303,428 
VALUE 
Bri 4087 33.457 
Soles - - - 53°08 $1,019 362,114 363,378 
Turbot ° 20,255 21 162,884 181,622 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 8,018 10,301 62,395 94,712 
Total prime fish 85,812 86,940 620,365 673,169 
Haddock = - 70,656 934,529 789,965 
Hake- 25,560 20,476 84,271 82, 
Halibut ‘ 23,579 135,286 
Herrings : - - - 1892 50,102 131,751 95,865 
Ling - ° 3,575 3,795 40,368 
: "9 570548 | 516.402 
Bprats 9 3,788 7,512 
not y distinguished, 66,602 506,440 
except shell fish 50,412 am 
Total ° -| 450,738 411,176 || 3.489,793 | 3,326,685 
Shell fish :— 
Z 5 6,518 47,247 54,869 
re) Ps 7,574 54,462 43,782 
Other shell fish 14,453 14,178 87,846 99,725 
Total 31,718 39,114 214,946 239,036 
Total value of fish landed -| 482,446 450,290 3,704,039 | 3,565,721 
~ Nore. above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
given are the actual em returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHEery 


STATEMENT of the Toran QuantTiTy and VaLvE of the returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Eight Months 
ended 3ist August, 1897, compared with the corresponding Periods 

of the Year 1896. 


Eight Months ended 
August. | August. 
\| 
1897. 1896. | 1897. 1896. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. ewts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - 1,489 9,244 13,932 
Turbot - - - - - 677 | | 3,584 3,236 
- - - - - 27,542 22,543 451,948 434,108 
- 547 9; 11,099 
i Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - 5,832 4,911 | 44,014 58,815 
di - - - 4,052 §1,421 568,692 651,902 
Halibut - - - - 2,481 2'895 25,420 30,429 
Herrings = - - - : 7,262 | 1,169,704 || 2,628,210 | 3,755,895 
(Coal Fish) - - 5'880 8415 | 112'393 
Skate < ° - - 1,538 2 52,550 50,564 
- - 10 227 
rats - - : - — 1 115 29,933 
- 2,690 | 
ly distinguished, * : 
fish 2,544 31,911 32,104 
- Total -| 758,228 | 7,250,096 || 4,087,805 | 5,339,191 
Shell Fish ; No. No.- | No No. 
Crabs > - - - 195,413 108,080 | 2,854,590 2,769,078 
Lobsters - 60,450 101,866 , 471942 480,259 
Oysters - - - - 2,000 2400 | 171,476 116,862 
ussels = - - - - 10,485 144,182 
Other shell fish- - - 3,615 43,556 
VALUE. 
(Lemon Soles 3,905 4876 ii 
Turbot - - - 1,938 1817 9,642 9,159 
9,198 7,212 | 148,069 139,039 
5 331 | 481 5,053 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill- : - 6,680 5,149 48,109 
19,430 18,277 || 963,216 245,125 
err - - 
- - - - - 2.123 1,696 41 006 31,202 
Mackerel - - - - 1,157 561 2,242 2,096 
Saith (Coal Fish) 8,135 10.117 
Bkate . a 212 415 14.134 11,756 
Sparling - - - - t 45 | 342 
eprats - - 3 23 | 1,768 
“Torsk (Tusk) - - - - 106 53 1,120 | 1,334 
Whiting 1,298 1,360 11,455 10,825 
except shell fish - \ 596 490 6830 | 6,969 
Total - 279,301 246,026 || 1,931,397 | 1,291,174 
‘Shell: Fish 
~Crabs 974 15,053 13,110 
Lobsters - - - - 2,259 3,272 21,529 18,961 
“ 43 1,420 1,447 
Mussels = - 574 41 8.498 9 
--Other shell fish - . - 1,041 786 9,275 9,568 
Total 4,885 5,091 56,515 53,185 
Total value of fish landed - 284,186 261,117 1,287,912 | 1,284,359 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—FIsHERY STATISTICS,—IRELAND. 


Srarement of the Toran Quantity aud of the Fisx returned 
= = during the Month and Eight 

~ Months en st t, 1897, compared with the correspondin 
Periods of the Year 18 1896. re 


Eight Months ended 
August. August. 
1897. | 1896. 1897. 1896; 
Quantity. 
Cwts Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles - - - - - 259 | 1,748 1 
Turbot - - - 196 654 
Total prime fish - - 460 347 2,714 1,990 
Cod- - 883 1,144 30,841 26,680 
Haddock- - - - - 3,038 1862 18,309 
Hake - - - 970 11,535 4,565 14,144 
Herrings - - - - 11,174 16,883 4265 41,555 
Mackerel- - - - - - 21,654 45,975 023 253,178 
Sprats - - - 480 1,650 
Whisi 451 560 4.743 7247 
‘separately distinguished, except 6,119 5,613 37,196 36,284 
Total - - - - 47,894 85,151 | 386,263 412,239 
Bhell fish :— No. No. No, No. 
Crabs - - - - - - 34,997 | 34,156 163,201 238,978 
Lobsters - - - - - - 45,596 53,418 171,520 217,864 
Oysters - - - - 121,150 395,900 
Cwts, Cwts. Cwts, Cwts. 
Other shell fish - - - - 1,337 1,245 11,590 13,279 
VALUE. 
737 é 611 ke 889 
Turbot ° - 630 3,059 2274 
. Total prime fish i i 1,254 1,019 7,670 7,163 
Cod- _- - - - - 369 607 11,898 12,347 
Haddock - - - - - 1,192 1,308 | 10,483 10,607 
Hake ~- ° - 1,063 4,060 | 2,003 5,418 
rrings ° - 2,514 4,117 | 9,657 12,774 
Lin, - - - - 184 5,223 5 
ais 183 364 |) 2,861 | 4,170 
Fish snot, separate ly nguished,except 2,968 2,539 17,178 18,104 
Total - 13,711 25,044 || 186,523 164,673 
Shell fish :— ; 

- 128 569 716 
Lobsters- - 1,150 1,368 5,212 6,193 
Oysters -_ - - = 237 
Other shell fish- - - ° - 282 252 2,237 2,328 

Total - - - - 1,538 1,748 8,955 10,014 
Total value of fish landed - 15,249 26,792 164,778 174,687 
joTE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the 4aneel Returns, The values given 
are actnal value returned by the local officers at each 
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X.—Corton 1897. 


RETURN of the NUMBER of BALEs of Corton ImporTED and ExPoRTED 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Eight Months ended August, 1897, 
com pared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896. 


[Sept. 1897. 


Month of | Eight Months ended 
August | August 
1897. 1896, 1897. 1896. 
Imports 
i 
. No. No. No. No. 
American 10,449 53,613 || 1,517,271 1,460,658 
B 147 — || 69,908 29,318 
East Indian 7,936 5,293 | 90,153 122,978 
Egyptian 12,274 6,484 222,108 206,996 
5,751 11,046 36,169 35,469 
Total ° - 36,557 76,436 | 1,934,909 1,855,414 
EXPorRTs. 
American - -| 30,964 13,617 205,812 128,450 
Brazilian 1,996 | 3,475 8,926 
East Indian - 7,783 10,805 44,031 46,311 
2,605 4,611 | 57,941 60,602 
iecellaneous - 192 361 | 12,515 15,354 
Total 41,544 31,410 323,774 259,648 
J 
FoRWARDED from Porta to INLAND Towns. 
| 
American . - 155,293 146,142 1,678,988 1,705,537 
Brazilian . - 4,612 2,046 5,031 32,387 
East Indian - - 4,680 4,607 46,679 38,303 
Egyptian - - 13,398 11,704 185,590 180,758 
Miscellaneous - - 8,904 4,542 64,897 63,922 
Total ss -| 181,887 169,041 | 2,021,185 | 2,020,907 
ForwaRDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American : - 801 229 2,090 1,897 
iscellaneous - 33 115 271 676 
Total . - 334 344 2,401 2,638 - 


| 
4 
i 
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XI.—PERIODICAL Returns or Imports AND EXPORTS. 


Sratement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrriszs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s, ; Franc = 9 &d. ; —. = 4s. 6d. ; Lira = 9 tod. 5 
Gulden = = Is, 8d. ; = 9 ; 
L. Egyptian = 0s. 6}d. ; 4s. 2d. 


Lew = 9 


I.—Imports. 

Value for the Month, latest Month. he 
Name of Country. — 

1897. | 1896. 1897. 1896. 
Russia in Europe Feb. -| Roubles 32,440,000 | 35,168,000 73,548,000 69,543,000 
France July -| Frs. 320,308,000 | 297,803,000 || 2,495,298,C00 | 2,373,315,000 
Portugal - -| April -| Milreis- 3,716,000 | 4,115,000 || 15,943,000 14,451,000 
Italy - -| July Lire - 81,090,000} 83,563,000 || 661,414,000 663,238,000 
Austria-Hungary July Gulden 63,059000} 55,481,000 || 419,216,000} 414,610,000 
Greece : -| June Drachmas7,243,000 | 7,243,000 43,373,000 53,977,000 
Balgaria -| May -| Lew - 8,007,000] 6,508,000 36,990,000 27,350,000 
Egypt - -|May -| LE. 728,000 628,000 8,987,000 3,568,000 
United States July Dollars 53,688,000 | 52,709,000 || 506,495,000 | 421,764,000 
Mexico -| April -| 3,020,000 3,958,000 || 12,533,000 15,269,000 
British India* June -| Rupees 5,23,44,050 | 6,35,52,240 ||| 15,65,11,847 18,36,68,476 
II.—Exporrts. 
Russia in Europe -| Feb. - | Roubles 33,724,000 | 42,409,000 || 72,351,000 79.582,000 
France July - | Fre. 292,403,000 | 240,343,000 || 2,125,397,000 | 1,947,760,000 
Portugal - - | April -| Milreis 2,467,000 2,446,000 9,065,000 8,892,000 
Italy - July -| Lire - 75,861,000 | 84,081,000 || 629,972,000} 578,909,000 
Austria-Hungary -| July -| Gulden 59,983,000| 62,235,000 || 429,939,000! 412,387,000 
Greece : +} June - | Drachmas5,494,000 | 5,211,000 || 32,199,000 31,341,000 
Bulgaria May -|Lew -6,294,000| 8,540,000 || 35,064,000 | 38,499,000 
Egypt- - -| May -|L.E. - 873,000 781,000 5,798,000 6,015,000 
United States July - | Dollars- 71,412,000 | 67,718,000 || 561,175,000 | 512,330,000 
Mexico + April - +s 10,203,000} 8,425,000 || 41,807,000 39,276,000 
British India* | June - | Rupees -7,19,87,374 | 8,60,28,574 | 22,50,53,58 | 27,53,68,615 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


—The fi 
‘the United 


“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; 5 the case 
~~" of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
he aggregate 


are those of the “s 
States, Mexico, an 


British 


ndia, where the 


figures are for the financial yea commencing lst April. 


rts and exports, exceptin the case of 
are “ 


neral.’ ” 
exporte, 


{ 
| 
peci 
of 
é 


380 STATISTICAL TABLES. 


XII.—Foreicn Trape or BritisH InpIA. 


[Sept. 1897. 


Imports into Inpra from Foreren Countries. 


Three Months, 1st April 
to Wth June 
— Increase. De rease. 
1896. 1897, 
1.—Animals, living -| 1,82,673 30,635 1,52,040 
if 
IL.—Artic'es of food and drink— 
Sugar - - 62,28,083 88,39,673 26,11,590 
i Other articles - - | 1,09,32,398 | 1,42,43,908 33,10,810 
| III —Metals and Manufactures of— 
} Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) - 40,46,060 35,07,415 5,338,645 
\ Metals - - - | 1,69,08,147 1,46,40,654 ee 22,67,493 
Machinery and Mill-work- | 97,192,569 | 98,07,361 94,792 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Gov- : 
ernment stores) - 73,69,457 72,55,996 1,13,461 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medici 
and aarcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials - - 50,00,926 45,56,573 4,445,353 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - - - 63,21,082 96,68,758 33,47,676 
Other oils . - 4,55,677 10,19,724 5,64,047 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - 99,04,265 £5,08,922 43,95,344 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactyured— 
Cotton yarn - - | 1,04,08,927 85,17,823 ” 18,91,104 
Cotton piece goods 6,87,72,949 | 4,76,z1,211 2,11,51,738 
Other articles - - | 9,74,25,263 2,12 93,897 61,31,366 
Total of all Imports - | 18,36,68,476 | 15,65,11,847 me 2,71,56,629 


qT 
| 
- 
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XII.—Foreign or British 
Exports of InDIAN Propucge and MANUFACTURE from BRITISH 
Inp14 to ForEeIGN CountTRIEs. 
Three Months, 1st Apr.1 to 
30th June. | 
Increase, Decrease. 
1896. 1897, 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living - 4,37,569 3,00,087 1,37,522 
III.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - | 3,21,80,134 | 2,31,87,586 90,42,598 
Wheat 69,43,989 14,66,958 54,77,031 
Tea - - - -| 68,55,688 |  68,50,995 5,04,753 
Other articles - | 1,70,24,765 | 1,19,60,198 57,74,637 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of - 3,57,632 3,72,054 14,422 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium - | 2,03,16,280 1,57,64,166 45,52,214 
Indigo - - -| 3774791 | 31,2049 |  ... 6,54,371 
Otherarticles- -  -| 4653991 | 34,1806 |. ... 12,356,928 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanv- | 
factured articles— | 4 
Cotton - - - 5,07,67,497 | 3,95,95, 668 H eee 1,11,71,829 
Jute - -|  $0,92,349 |  98,65,429 7, 73,080 
Oilseeds - - - | 3,44,55,412 | 2,35,71,269 1,08,84,243 
Other articles - - | 2,30,89,995 | 2,70,76,585 39,86,590 
.—Articl nufactured and 
1,55,98,696 oe 38,74,813 
Cotton yarn - - - | 1,94,73,509 
Cotton piece goods 86,843 26,10,189 10,46,654 
Other articles ° - | 2,95,74,419 | 3,08 33,177 12,58,758 
Total of all Exports - | 26,45,89,293 | 21,58,97,472 i 4,86,91,821 
| 


382 LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


[Sept. 1897. 


XXIIL—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
iplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained 
from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. No. Place. Price. 
gs2 | Milan 1987 | Tokio - - = | 
1398 Baltimore- - - 1d. 19388 | Genoa - - | 3d. 
1884 Cettinjé - - - i 1939 | Palermo - - ~' | Sd. 
1385 | Bilbao - - - | 24d. |] 1940 | Santiagode Cuba - | 14d. 
886 Florence - - - 14d. 1941 Noumea - . - 1d. 
| Brest - - | |] 1942 Frankfort - | 33d. 
| Marseilles- - | 1$d. 1943 | Chungking - ~- | lid. 
| Wuhu - - ~-| Id. |] 1944 | Ichang - - | 1d, 
1390 Chinkiang- - -/ 1d. 1945  Hankow 
| Malaga - - - 1d. 1946 Guatemala - | iid. 
1892 Antwerp - - -/| 3d. 1947 | Syra- - - «| id. 
1893 Amsterdam - - ld. 1948 | Taganrog- - ~ | 2d. 
1894 Galveston- - - | 2d. 1949 | Loanda - - © | Qhd. 
1895 Pireus- - | 24d. 1950 | Panama - - ‘es | Bhd. 
1896 Stettin - - - | 24d. 1951 | Shanghai- - 2d. 
1897 Martinique - 1952 | Aleppo - - | 
1898 Corunna - - | 1953 | Ispahan - - | 14d. 
1899 | Calais - os 1d. 1954 | Tonga - - - 1 44. 
1900 | Honolulu - - reo ice - "4 
102 Tripoli - - - 1d. 1957 | Soiil | 
1903 Batoum - - - 2d. 1958 | Cadiz - - -+/ Idd. 
1904 Lorenzo Marques’ - 2d. 1959 | Chinde - - - 4d. 
1905 Batavia - - 2hd. 1960 | Stockholm 2d. 
1906 Corfu - 14d. 1961 | Zanzibar - - 1d. 
1907 | Foochow - - - 1}d. 1962 | Tokio - - - 14d. 
1908 Montevideo - 54d. 1963 Asuncion - - 13d. 
1909 China - - -| 1964 | Baghdad - - - 13d, 
1910 Philadelphia - ~- | 14d. 1965 | Réunion - - 1d. 
1911 ; RioGrandedoSul - | 1966 | Chefoo - - - | 2d, 
1912 | Quito - Id, 1967 | Newchwang - 1d. 
1918 | SanJosé - - Id. 1968 | Tabreez - hd. 
1914 | Dunkirk - - - | 1d. 1969 | St. Paul de Loanda- 1d. 
1915 | Samoa - - - ld. 1970 | Beyrout - - - 1d. 
y916 | Bordeaux- - ~- | 1971 | Yokohama - 13d. 
1917 | Porto Rico - 1972 | Wareaw- - 4d. 
| Galatz - - - 1973 | Sofia - «= | Idd 
1919 | Christiania - - 4d. 1974 | Madrid - - ~-/| 2. 
1920 | Copenhagen - - 3d. 1975 | Vienna - - - | 2d. 
3921 | New York - + | Qhd. 1976 | Krzeroum-~— - - 1d. 
1922 | San Franciscq - - | 33d. 1977 | Berlin - - - =| 14d. 
1923 | Kiukiang - - - 1d. 1978 | Adis Abbaba - . 1d. 
y924 | Harrar - - - 4d. 1979 Tamsui - - - 1d. 
1925 | Berne - 14d. 1980 Odessa - - . 23d. 
1926 | Mannheim 1d. 1981 | Brindisi - - - | 24d. 
1997 | Fiume - - 14d. 1982 | Macao - - - 1d, 
1928 | Oporto - 1d. 1983 Pakhoi - - ld. 
1929 | Hangchow 1d. 1984 Peking - - 2d. 
1930 | Boston - 24d, 1985 Mexico - - - 14d. 
1931 | Tahiti - 1d. 1986 Canton - - - 1d. 
1932 | Manila - 14d. 1987 | Naples - - - 13d. 
1933 | Caracas - - 1d. 1988 | Port Said- 14d. 
1934 | Hamburg - 3d. 1989 | Algiers - - - | 
3935 | Portland- -~— - | 3d. 1990 | Vienna - - 1d, 
1936 | Malaoa - Qhd. 1991 | Valparaiso - -! 14d, 


| 
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List or DipLtomaric ayp ReEports.—cont. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
eubjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be 
obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. -| Price. 


412 Belgium.— Report on the Metallurgical Sotetaten of the 


Province of Liége during 1895 - ld. 

413 Germany.—Report on the Finances of the German 
African Colonies for 1897-98  - - : ld. 
414 Germany.—Report on molasses and peat fodder - - ld. 

Al5 China.—Report on the ont of the 
Chinese Empire 3d. 
416 Russia.—Report on the Drink Question in Russia - 4d. 

4l7 Italy.—Report on the ona Situation 
in Italy - - 4d. 

418 Germany.—Report on the Operation all the Insurance 
Laws for 1895 - - . ld. 

419 Netherlands.— Report on the German Competition with 

 Britieh Manufactures in the Netherlands - 

420 Germany. on Wine of Comey. 
1895-96 - - 1d. 

421 Mexico.—Report on the Tampico branch of the Mexican 
Central Railway - 1d. 

422 Netherlands. ~Rapert on the bal Batch 
Guiana - 54d, 

423 United States. of in 
California - la. 


424 Italy.—Report on the Straw Hat Industry of Tuscany ld. 


425 Hawaiian Islands.—Reporb on Coffee Culture in te 
Hawaiian Islands - J4d. 


426 United States. —Report on the American Tinplate 
Industry, and the Welsh Tr e 
the United States = - 


427 Japan.— Report on the Railways of Japan - - 54d, 
428 —Report on Bridge Building for Egyptian 
Railways - 4d. 


499 France.—Report on the Rennes Exhibition of 1897 - - _ 


| 
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XXVI—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have 
been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


Guiana 

Jamaica - 

Newfoundland 

Jamaica Gold Coast - 

Trinidad and Tobago- Zululand 

Newfoundland 
British New Guinea 
‘toria- 


Turks Caicos Islands 


Gambia 

Trinidad Islands - 
n an Tobago 

Gibralta: 

Falkland Islands - 

Hong Kong - 

Straits ‘Settlements - - 


Lagos . 
Seychelles 
Basutoland 


3 
British Honduras 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Gibraltar - 
Leew: Islands 


Bahar 
Trinidad and Tobago 


Straits Settlements 
ada 


Mauritius 

juan 
Gold Coast 
British Guiana 
Sierra Leone - 
Jamaica - 
British Honduras - 
British Bechuanala- 
Newfoundland - 
Gambia - 
Bermuda - 
Leeward Islands .- 
British New Guinea- 
Zululand 


Falsland Islands 
Gold Coast 
Basutoland 
Ceslen - 
Zululand 
Labu 
British Honduras 


Leone 
Butrigne 
gues 
St. Helena 
British Bechuanalan 
British Guiana 
Newfou: dland 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
Falkland Islands - 


Kong - 
slands 


Trinidad and Tobago 

Seychelles - 

Mauritius and Rod 

British Honduras 
gos - 

- 

Ceyl 

Br tish Gu Guiana 


Turks Caicos Islands 
Leeward Islands 
Barbados - 
Malta - - 
Zululand 
British 
idad and Tobago- 

Falkland Islands 
Rodrigues - 
Mauritius - 
Straits Settlements 
Labuan 
Basutoland 
8t. Lucia 
St. Helena 

lon 


a 


Malta 

British New Guinea 
Tarks Caicos Islands 
Barba: - 

y Islands 


Gren :da 
Sierra Leone 
British Bech uanalan 


British New Guinea - 


- | Economic Agriculture. 
- | Forests. 
- Geology and Botany. 
Advantages to Emigrants. 
Sisal Industry 
Bubvnic Plague 
- | Mineral Resources 
- | So'omon Islands 


Gold Coast - 
Zululand - 
Sierra Leone- 
Canada - 
Bahamas - 
Hong Kong 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 


CIPO 


| 
| 
iil 
| 
|_| Coluny. | Year. [}No. | | Year. ‘ 
| 4898 
i | 1898-94 
| 
| 1898 
| 1894 
: _ 
” 
i Rodrigues - - - | fa 141 | te 
ii | Bermuda - - - 1892 142 | we 
| -| 1891 | 
4 | -| 1890 | 
75 - 1892 146 
73 | ” 147 ” 
W 77 | | ” 148 | 
73 | | ” 149 | ” 
79 | | ” 150 | ” 
80 ad ” 151 
81 162 | | 1894-95 
82 - 153 | - - | 1895 
83 | Barbados - 154 «St Helena - 
81 | St.Vincent - -| 155 | Oey lon re 
| t5 Hong Kong” - -| 156 | 
86 | ” 157 } ” 
it 87 ” 158 | | rads 
$8 -| 168 | 1894.95 
| 89 | | 1892-93 160 | | 
90 -| 1892 161 1894-95 
92 | 163 | 1894-95 
93 - 164 | 1894 
94 165 1895 
£5 166 1894 
96 | ys ” 167 | ” 
97 | - 168 1894-95 
98 | - = 169 | 1895 
99 170 Sierra Leone - ” 
100 | - | 1892-93} 171 | Gibraltar - | 
} 101 > 172 Malta - 
102 -| 1892 173 ioe 
103 Jamaica - - 1893-93 174 
104 Victoria - - 1892 175 
| 105 Bermuda - -| 1893 176 | a 
on, mg - ” | ” 
109 Gibraltar - 180 
110 = 1) 181 
111 ” 182 
112 183 ues 1894-95 
: 113 ” 184 1895 
‘ 114 | 185 
115 ” 186 { 1895-96 
116 | -| 187 1895 
117 | ” 188 - | 1895 96 
118 189 - | 1895 
119 | ” 190 Jamaica - - | 1895-96 
120 | 191 Canada - - -| 1895 
121 | 192 Bermuda” - 1896 
122 | - _ 1893 [7193  Babamas~ - 
123 | - 1893-9477 194 Zululand - 
104 | - 1893 Gambia - - 
125 ” -| ” 
126 ” 197 - | 1895-96 
127 Fiji - - 198 -| 1896 
129 | -| 1895 
130 - 1898-94 201 nnidad and Tobago -| 1896 
1892-98 202 Gibraltar - 
132 } and | 
| | 1893-94 
MIscELLANEOUS. 
| | Colony. | Subject. 


